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EDELFRIDA. 


CHAPTER LYV. 


THEN Edelfrida met Lady Ruſh- 
worth and Mr. Medway at ſup- 
Per, ſhe deſcribed the walk ſhe had taken, 
and inquired to whom the old manſion 
belonged, expecting to hear in reply, 
who the ladies were, and why they did not 
viſit at Ruſhworth Abbey; ſhe did not, 
however, mention them, but checked 
herſelf on the point of doing fo, by a 
timely recollection of the prohibition ſhe 
was under, through Mr. Medway's pro- 
miſe to Lady Oſmond, that ſhe was nei- 
ther to be ſeen or converſed with, by any 
vol. iv. B perſon 
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Tity, ſhe rather, in ſome inſtances, impa- 
tiently ſubmuted to, by declaring her re- 


32-7 | 
perſon who. might by any chance know 
Lord Oſmond, or diſcover her retreat ; and 
as ſhe had been denied the gratification of 
ſeeing Mr. Dormer, ſhe thought it pro- 
bable that ſhe ſhould receive a charge not 
to make any acquaintance in that neigh- 
bourhood, for the ſame reaſon ;.and as ſhe 
had no longer the ſame motive for acqui- 
eſcing, ſhe thought it ſafer to be more 
circumſpect in future; for though ſhe 
could at any moment ſhake off the autho- 


ſolution to leave Ruſhworth Abbey, and 


be no longer obliged to Lady Oſmond 
for an aſylum ; yet ſhe was too deſtitute of 
friends and fortune, to throw herſelf again 
into the world, without ſome rel uctance; 
and feeling herſelf bound by her own raſh 


vow, never to marry Lord Oſmond with- 


cut his mother's conſent, ſhe could net 
but acknowledge the propriety, though 
ſhe groaned under the milery of being at 
a diſtance from him; and thus ſhe was 


induced 


£ 8 -I 
induced to accept, on their n terms, 
che protection offered her hy Mr. Med- 
way, in Lady Ruſhworth' s famuly, out of 
friendſhip to Lady Oſmond. Controlling, 
then, the natural openneſs ot her temper, 
in order to avoid contention, and in ſome 
degree preſerve the liberty of action, ſhe 
accident might throw in her way, but 
not to hazard the loſs of it, by making 
Lady Ruſtiworth or Mr. Medway at all 
privy to any adventures ſhe might occa- 
ſionally pick up. The native activity of 
her mind would not ſuffer her to doſe 
away life; and though ſhe was in her pre- 
{ent unhappy ſituation, incapable of en- 
Joyment, no miſery could conquer the 
propenſity ſne had all her days ſelt to ſeek 
after vanity; a dead ſameneſs was more 
fatal to her repoſe than actual misfortune, 
and ſhe could better endure the latter. 
That ſtrong tincture of romance, which 
ſeemed innate in her, rendered every thing 
intereſting which wore the air of adven- 
B 2 ture, 
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ture; and in Aa: place where incident 
portance: with this humour, ſtill unex- 
tinguiſhed by the tears ſhe had ſhed, and 
the wretchedneſs ſhe was a prey to, ſhe 
liſtened to Mr. Medway's hiſtory of the 
family to whom the Gothic habitation 
- belonged ; moſt of them had long been in 
their. graves.ſhe found, and the only ſur- 
viyor and. preſent poſſeſſor was a gentle- 
man who ſpent his time chiefly on the 
continent, and rarely or ever viſited his 
eſtate in that country ; not a ſyllable of 
the ladies, ſhe therefore concluded they 
were wholly unknown, and could not long 
havecbeen reſident in the ſequeſtered dwel- 
ling, from whence ſhe had ſeen them come 
forth. The next day the ſky looked 
wild and diſordered, ſhe anxiouſly watch- 
ed every cioud, fearing: the threatened rain 
ſhould fall ere ſhe could fally out; ſtill, 
however, it continued fair, though it low- 
ered ſo much, that when ſhe mentioned 
taking a walk, Lady Ruſhworth ſaid, 
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Are you not alarmed, Miſs Dudley, by 
the approaching ſtorm?” Not in the 


* leaſt,” replied Edelfrida, © L. was ſo 


« much pleaſed with my ſolitary ramble 
« laſt night, that I mean to explore the 
« ſame path this evening,” Jam glad,” ” 
faid her Ladyſhip, “ you tell us which 
* way you are going, for I ſhall ſend the 
« carriage after you, in a very ſhort time; 


I fancy.” —* I beg,” returned Edelfrida, 
that your Ladyſhip will not do chat; E 


* ſhall take an umbrella with me, and if 
< it ſhould rain, I can receive no poſſible 
cc. injury. Po you think theſe ſolitary 
ec walks are prudent, brother? demand - 


ed Lady Ruſhworth of Mr. Medway, 


with a ſmile which indicated ſuſpicion, 
for her Ladyſhip had always a cold fuſpi- | 
cion on her mind; though ſhe never in 
candid or direct terms ſpoke her ſenti- 
ments; ſhe obliquely. cenſured, while ſhe 


affected to commend, and ſhe cautiouſly 


avoided giving her opinion, that ſhe might 
not be faid to dictate, and would rather 


B 3 ſuffer 
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ſuffer others ev] plunge headlong into 
error, than generouſty attempt to mark 
out their danger by any open and friendly 
admonition-; yet ſne failed not to ani- 
madvert on indiſcretions with indirect ſe- 

vetity, and ſecretly; plumed herſelf on 
never having given cauſe for the world to 
call her actions in queſtion, n 
her prudence. 
Edelfrida, of all the human race, was leaſt 
likely to coneiliate her Ladyſhip's regard 
or win her approbation, for ſhe was im all 
reſpects the very reverſe of herſelf; candid; 
incautious, volatile, and on ſome occaſions; 
animated even beyond the-bounds of rea- 
fon, and much beyond thoſe of prudence z 
no wonder, then, that two fuch oppoſite 
characters ſhould conceive a mutual diſ- 
like, conſequently Lady Rufhworth's diſs 
poſition led her to ſuſpect all. Edelfrida's 
motives and actions, condemn; her levity 
and impatience; and put a wrong and un- 
juſt conſtruction on all the ſentiments of 
her heart—a heart from which ſprang the 
molt 
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friends, i in a cool and unbiaſſed be 
muſt diſapprove. Mr. Medway, who 
Was pleaſed to obſerve that his ward had; 
in ſome. meaſure, thrown off that langour 
which deadens the faculties, and i is as de- 
ſtructive to virtue, as ĩt is death to happi- 
neſs, thought there could be no danger in 
indulging her fancy for a ſolitary walk z 
he knew. there was nothing. within ſome 
miles of the Abbey to create a fear of her 
being diſcovered, and he. therefore, rather 
promoted. her ſeeking alittle amuſement 
in, the way beſt ſuited to her humour. 
His approbation or aſſent filenced Lady 
Ruſhworth, and Edelfrida, eager to be 
gone, took up an umbrella and fallied 
forth; the arrived at the ſpot where ſhe 
had ſeen the ſtrange ladies the evening 
before, but they were now inviſible ; ſhe 
walked forward, hoping to meet them 


* either 


tance from the houſe they were advancing 
towards her ; juſt as ſhe perceived them, 


and the moſt tremendous lightning. 
Sf repeated blows, that they were no longer 


and the awful ſenſations inſpired in moſt 
enced perhaps more forcibly, all. her emo- 
generality of mankind. The umbrella 


wet, but afforded no refuge from the 


* r 
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either as the went or returned, and the 
was not diſappointed ; for at no great diſ- 
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it began to rain, and in a few minutes a 
violent clap of thunder was heard; this 
was preſently ſucceeded by many others, 


Edelfrida was no coward naturally, but 
her nerves had undergone, of late, fuch 


equal to any alarm; J the horror of the 
ſcene around her now made her tremble, 


people by an elemental war, ſhe experi- 
tions being more lively than thoſe of the 


which ſhe had put up, guarded her from 


ſtorm in other reſpects: the two ladies 
were now come near to her, and as they 
paſſed i in an hurrying manger, begged her 


to turn about and take ſhelter with them : 
they 
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they ſpoke Engliſn, but ſhe inſtantly per- 
ceived from their accent, that they were 
not natives; ſhe accepted their offer, and 
giving the elder a ſhare of her umbrella, 
while the other ran forward, ſhe thus ac- 
companied her to the houſe, and was con- 
ducted into an apartment. up ſtairs, fitted 
up in a modern ſtile, though plainly, yet 
with elegance, while every other part of 
the manſion through which they paſſed, 
was either unfurniſhed, or like the build- 
ing, filled with monuments of antiquity. 
and decaying finery. She was deſired to 


fit down, and the ſtranger with politeneſs, 


and a free unembarraſſed air, entered into 
converſation with her.“ My niece,” ſaid 
ſhe, is gone to take off her wet cloaths, 


e but in a few moments will be happy to 


% partake with me the pleaſure we owe to 
this favourable ſtorm, which has intro- 
« duced us to one of our neighbours ; and 
e without compliment,” ſhe added, in 
* ſuch a ſolitude as this, a leſs promiſing 
te aſpect would have prompted us to catch 
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e at the maſt feeble hopes of ſociety . 
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Edelfrida bowed: and replied, © that ſhe 
<< had no idea of finding; in ſo retired a 
cc ſpot, any one who wiſhed: for ſociety: ; 
« for,” continued ſhe, {miling, it ap- 
<< pears: to me formed purpoſely for the 
« unſocial diſpoſitiom of a hermit” '— 
« You are perfectly right,” ſaid the lady, 
<< no other diſpoſition can be fitted to this 
ec habitation, and yet, as it frequently hap- 
e pens amongſt the wayward events of 
tc this life, thoſe who are leaſt calculated 


_ « for the pleaſures of retirement, are con- 


« demned to it. The owner af this man- 


ec ſion ig à friend of our's; and fame buſi- 
s neſs obliging us to reſide in England 
for a time, Monſieur Vallville, the 


« huſband of the young lady I expect every 
« minute to preſent to you, has fixed us 
« here, while he arranges fome unpleaſant 


... « domeſtic affairs which called us from 


F 'Tance, our friend having given us the 
40 Hberty of uſing his houſe; but had we 
1 formed any idea of its ſituation, ſo re- 


% mote 
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« mote from human converſe have we 
found it, till this inſtant, I believe my 
* niece would not have conſented. to be 
thus buried alive, for the almoſt con- 
« ſtant and neceflary abſence of her huſ- 
te band for ſame time yet to come, makes 
« her low-ſpirited and uneaſy; ſhe there- 
« fore rather wants, amuſement than ſoli- 
« tude, and, Mon Dieu! when the time of 
her confinement arriyes,. 1 ſhall expire 
de in this deſert—ray poor child will grow 
1 melancholy for want. of ſeeing or hear- 
ing a little cheerfulneſs and variety. | 
Thus did the aunt of Madame Yallville 
run on, diſpoſed to communicate t to Edel- 
frida all her grieyances, though the. mo- 
ment before ſhe was a. total ſtranger to 
layghing at her — x, og and her | gel- 
tures, together with the various changes 
in her voice and countenance, to denote 
more ſtrongly her ſentiments. 
At length Madame Vallville herſelf 
appeared, and addreſſed Edelfrida with + 
B 6 | equal 
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equal politeneſs, but with much leſs free- 
dom in her manners, than in her aunt's; 
ſheex preſſed great pleaſure in the proſpect 
of fometimes being indulged with the 
company of one who had impreſſed her 
with the moſt favourable ideas at the firſt 
fight; and gracefully begged Edelfrida 
would not diſappoint her in the hope of 
enjoying her converſation frequently. 

Edelſrida was not deficient in returning 
this civility, and promiſed to do herſelf 
the pleaſure of calling at Ellwood, (the 
name of the place) oſten. The ſtorm 
being now over, ſhe roſe to depart, thank- 
ing Madame Vallville and her loquacious 
aunt, Madame Colange, for their polite- 
neſs, then retraced the road to Ruſhworth 
Abbey: ſhe found one or two fervants 
had been diſpatched in ſearch of her, but 
not being able to find her, had returned 
home; and juſt when fhe appeared, 

Mr. Medway himſelf was ſetting out, 

greatly alarmed at her long abſence, for 
by this time it was near ten o'clock, and 


491 

the rain and thunder had ceafed for above 
an hour. Where have you been,“ ſaid 
de, „ Miſs Dudley ? 1 had no idea you 
«'would have ſtaid out ſo late by your- 
« ſelf, or I ſhould not have conſented td 
« your going.“ Had it not been for 
« the ſtorm, Sir,“ ſhe replied, © 1 ſhould 
« have' returned much ' ſooner. I took 
« ſhelter at Ellwood, and did not know 
« the hour, but Fam ſorry if I have cauſed 
« any alarm,” Tour being alone, ex- 
t poſed to ſuch a night, could not fail of 
«creating our fears for you,” returned he, 

gravely, —* If that had been ' worthy 
* Miſs Dudley's conſideration, ſhe would 
ce not have gone,” faid Lady Ruſhworth, 
4 for what has happened, was eaſily fore- 
« told, I think.” (Did Tpoſſefs any part 
* of your Ladyſhip's prudence,” replied ' 
Edelfrida, « 1 ſhould never either encoun- 
* tera ſtorm, or incur the cenſure of acting 
* without conſideration on any occaſion.” 
Lady Ruſhworth ſmiled contemptuouſly, 
but 


( 14 J] 


hut made ap. reply Mr. Medway how- 


* ley, you did poſſe$. a part, at leaſt, of 


Lady Ruſhworth's prudence, it would 

4 os no bad antidote to fome of your 
te diſpoſitions. 7 1 thank you, Sir, for 

« yqur good wiſhes,” - the replied, © bur 

* fear I cams. top. Ute into dis Cho 
ce of propriety, to profit much by the 

6e leflons I directiy and indirectly receive 

20 daily. — 95 — 1 fear ſo too, indeed,” he | 


anfieted, reproackfully. Edelfrida felt 


herſelf mortified and yexed, to be thus 
called to, account and thus condemned; 


ſhe would not touch the ſupper, but 


fat ſilent till the candles were brought, 
At the hour of retiring, then courteſying 
to Lady Ruſbworth and Mr. * 
| ſhe went to her room, accuſing h 

deſtiny which had put it in the _ 
of two people, to whom ſhe was bound 
neither by blood nor friendſhip, to 
torment her ſo continually, and control 
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all ker inclinations; ſhe reſolved not- 
wichſtanding to go to Ellwood next 
day, even though ſhe mould be poſt- 
tively enjoined not to go du. again by 
herſelf. She deteſted Lady Ruſhworth, 
cared not what ſhe thought, and Mr. 
Medway, ſhe began to think, uſurped. 
an authority to find fault with her, which 
he had no title to, and which it was 
beneath her to ſubmit to. I am de- 
« termined,” ſaid ſhe, © to be miſtreſs 


e of my own actions, at all events, and 


« if they provoke me, I will apply to 
« Lord Oſmond; what but my own 
te weakneſs prevents my being happy any 
« moment ?” In this petulant humour 
ſhe went to bed, at length, however, 
it was chaced by ſleep, and ſhe roſe 
next morning angry at herſelf for in- 
dulging it, and when ſhe met Lady Ruſh- 


worth and Mr. Medway at breakfaſt, ſhe 


treated them with a reſpe& intended 
to make up for her want of it the even- 


ing 
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CHAPTER LVI. 
WJ HEN Lady Ruſhworth retire 
with her daughters, and Mr. 
Medway with his nephews, after break 
faſt, Edelfrida found herſelf at liberty to- 
purſue her own inclinations ; ſhe, there- 
fore, loſt no time in walking to Ellwood, 
though it was hot and ſhe felt the inconve- 
nience of moving at that time of day. 
She was received by Madame Vallville 
with the moſt gratefuł welcome, and by 
Madame Colange with all the vivacity 
.o of pleaſure : the former, however, inte- 
b reſted her moſt ; there was a penſive ſoft- 
nes in her manners very unlike the gene- 
rality of her country-women, and from 
that, and her frequent ſighs, Edelfrida 
eonjectured her ſituation was diſtreſſing 
in more reſpects than being ſo far ſecluded 
from 


111 


from the world; their converſation was 


on common ſubjects, but Madame Vall- 


ville expreſſed herſelf with a delicacy and 
propriety which proved her of no- mean- 
extraction, and convi need Edelfrida that 
ſhe was no diſgracefut acquaintance, how- 
ever myſterious; her reſidence at Ellwood 
appeared; and when ſhe. was obliged to 
take leave of her, ſhe did it reluctantly 
and with a voluntary aſſurance of return- 


ing ſogn. Slowly ſhe, moved homewards, | 


Ixtle. regarding the obyects, around her, 
whenguſt entering part of the wood which, 
ledidireauly to Ruſhworth, two or, three 
pointers ruſhed, paſt, her, and immediately 
after them a man with a gun in his hand 
jumped, over the fence and was following 
his dogs, when ſhe exclaimed, © Captain, 
* Mandeville! may I believe my ſenſes!” 
ſhe trembled with, ſurpriſe and joy as ſhe 
uttered this, exclamation.— He turning 
quick upon her at the ſound of her voice, 
flew to her, ſeized her hand, and gazing 
as if to be certain he was not deceived, at 
. length 
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length cried out, It is, indeed, Edel- 
« frida; good Heaven! by, what lucky 
« ſincerely mourneds where haye you 
«© concealed; yourſalf till this inſtant? 


| She burſt into tears, Oh, Mandeville!“ 


ſhe replied, as ſoon. as ſhe could: ſpeaks 
tc tell me, in a few words, where my dear 
<« Maris is, in what ſituation, and how 
e diſpoſed, to think of her unſortunata 
& Couſin?” —*©< Maria, he. ſaid, is at 


« Dudley Park, well when 1 had the feli⸗ 


* lieity ef hearing, frora her, and diſpoſed 


« ta quarrel with you only for keeping + 


cher in a ſtate of ſuſpenſe as to your dels 
tiny why have you thus cruelly denied 
ce her the ſatisfaction. of knowing what 
« was. become of you?“ “ Feartul,” 


| ſhe returned, of my letter falling into 
Lady Dudley's hands, I durſt not 


« venture; to write ta her, though Heas 
* ven knows it would have been a great 
c conſolation to me under many ſevere 
0. ditions, ta have known that ſhe.re» 

« membered 


I.# 4 
+ iv 


| 
j 
| 
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* membered me with affection. 
« Phat I. can anſwer for her ſhe has ever 


, * done,” he rephed; © ſhe has never ceaſed 


«to lament her inability to give you 
i ſorne proof of her frienditip; our uni- 
on is, however, as far off as ever, for 
« Sir Edward and Lady Dudley ſtill con- 


c tinue inflexible; but Maria has at length - 
cc conſented to correſpond with me, and 
my letters are directed under cover to 
e her maid ; what pleaſure ſhall I give 
e her when E next write, by the intelli- 
&« pence of having found you; you muſt 
*« furniſh - me with the means, alſo; of 
4 acquainting her what has happened to 


22 


ec you ſince you leſt St. James's Square. 
« You. have impoſed. a painful - taſk 
* upon me,” replied Edelfrida, but ere 
c. I undertake it you muſt promiſe me 
tc one thing. Name it, returned he, 


4 and if it is in the compaſs of my power, 


ee be aſſured: of ſucceſs.. It is only,” 


faid ſhe, ſighing, not to tell even Maria 


here I am; my reſidence here is a-ſe- 
CK £5 | Ss 22 cret, 


3 2 9 | 
« cret, 'and if revealed I ſhall be re- 
ce moved. For God's fake explain 
« yourſelf !” cried he, eagerly, and de- 
« pend on my diſcretion.” She then 
briefly related to him all which had befal- 
len her ſince her journey to Walton Park 
to the preſent hour; which, when he had 
heard, he blamed her raſhneſs, tenderly 
cCompaſſionated her ſufferings, and vehe- 
1 mently execrated all thoſe who had con- 
tributed to ſeparate her from Lord Oſ- 
mond, who, to his knowledge, was paſ- 
ſionately attached to her; mentioning 
the rencontre he was on the point of hav- 
ing with him on her account, and the ex- 
ꝓlanation which had enſued in conſe- 


& 4quenceof Mr. Evelyne's interference; he 


then warmly exclaimed againſt the re- 
finement in cruelty pꝓractiſed on her, in 
refuſing her the gratification of ſeeing his 
friend Dormer, who had, as well as Mrs. 
Conway, .continually regretted her not 
Putting herſelf under their protection 
when ſhe left her uncle's houſe. Your 
* cc atten- 


12 3 
6 nttentꝭon to poor Mrs. Villers,“ added 
he, will Bind mim to you for ever, and 
ce if you would now aceept of an aſylum 
re in their houſe, Lam certain I may vffer 
it you, as being the thing, of all others, 
« moſt ſikely to afford them pleuſure. 
Edelſrida conjured” him not to think of 
naming it to them, ſor chat ſhe was re- 
ſolved againſt it, on account of the im- 
poſſibility of avoiding Lord Oſmond in 
any fituation except the one ſhe Was in: 
Here, chen, ſhe eontinued, I am 
rc condemned to remain till ſome change 
ve takes place in my affairs, which I at 
re preſent ſee no proſpect of; but if you 
re will convey a letter to Maria from me, 
« and give me her anſwer, J ſhall be 
te greatly indebted to you.“ J will with 
« the moſt ſineere pleaſure,” replied he, 
with animation. Either come or ſend 
«for it, then, to-morrow, and I will be 
here to deliver it myſelf,” ſaid ſne.— 
Iwill not fail to meet you, then,” re- 
1 9 looking at her 


watch, 
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of dinner time, The, therefore, haſtily bade 


1 231 
watch, found it was within a fe minutes 


Mandeville adieu, and leſt him without 
having inquired what had breught him 
into that part of che world. The un- 
expected ſatis faction of having {ſeen an old 
friend gave her ſpirits ne had not ſor a long 
time enjoyed, and the ſat down to dinner 
in good humour with every ting around 


her. She joined Lady Ruſiworth's par- 


ty in the evening inſtead of walking by 
herſelf, and all was once more placid and 
harmonious between her and the inhabi- 
tants of Ruſnworth Abbey. Impatient, 
however, for night, ſhe rejoiced when ſhe 
got into her own room, where ſhe inſtant- 
ly ſat down to write to Miſs Dudley, an 
employment that occupied greateſt part 
of the night, for ſhe found it- impoſſible. 
to conclude till ſhe had given her friend 
a hiſtory of all her proceedings; motives, 
and ſentiments; ſhe alſo requeſted, if poſ- 
ſible, to ſend her ſome tidings of Lord 
Oſmond, Lady Julia, "Miſs Montague, 
| 2 | and 
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Fro Mr. Evelyne, and having repeatedly 
aſſured her of her eternal affection, ſhe 
ſigned her name and made up her pac- 
ket ready to be delivered the next morning 
to Mandeville, who, at the appointed 
hour, ſhe ſought in the wood; he arrived 
at the ſame inſtant, and taking the letter, 
promiſed her an anſwer in as ſhort a time 
as the diſtance would permit the poſt to 
gratify her in. She then learnt that he 
was at the houſe of a gentleman about 
five miles off, where he came to take the 
diverſion of ſhooting moor- game, from 
which. he was returning fatigued with 
the heat, when he encountered her the 
day before; when each had made a thou. 
ſand inquiries and Mandeville had again 
prefled Edelfrida to let him acquaint 
Mrs. Conway with her ſituation, and ſhe 
had again inſiſted that he ſhould not, they 
Parted for fear of a diſcovery—ſhe walk- 
ed on to Ellwood, he returned to his 
friend's houſe, but ere they ſeparated they 
* not to meet again till Sunday, ap- 
prehenſive 


E 

prehenſive of giving birth to ſurmiſes 
which might reach Ruſhworth Abbey; 
theſe were Edelfrida's fears; as for Man- 
deville, he thought her very abſurd” to 
ſubmit to the reſtrictions fo rigidly im- 
poſed, and could ſhe have perſuaded her- 
ſelf to follow his advice, ſhe would have 
put an end to Lady Oſmond's power by 
quitting her preſent reſidence, and accept- 


ing of Lord Oſmond for a protector in 


the place of Mr. Medway ; but on ſo de- 
ciſive a meaſure ſhe could not reſolve, 
withheld by a reverence for all ſolemn en- 
gagements, and ſuch ſhe conſidered her 
own vow. She found her new friends 
moſt happy at her approach and grieved 
at her departure, and this evident pleaſure 
in her ſociety naturally excited her grati- 
tude, as much as the amiable manners of 
Madame Vallville engaged her approba- 
tion: in the company of theſe two ladies 
the contrived to ſpend part of every day, 
nor could ſhe perceive that her abſences 
cauſed any ſuſpicion at Ruſhworth Abbey, 
vol. IV. C none, 


— ——uy„—ꝛ — — — — — P > mm. — 
* 
% 
J 


6—— — 


— — ee On —ä——— 22 — 
: \ 


—ͤ— — — — 


—— 2 ——k 3th. —ͤ ——— — 


| 
* 
| 
| 
| 
: 


( 26 J 
none, at leaſt, was expreſſed ; and ere the 
firſt week of their intimacy was expired, 
they were as well acquainted as if they 43 
had known each other for years. Edel- ® 
frida's open diſpoſition, joined to the fa- 7 
cility with which French manners over- 4 
come the difficulties and reſerves of a firit 
introduction, ſoon cleared their way to a 
ſentiment little ſhort of friendſhip, fave 
only the confidence which conſtitutes and 
Preſerves real and perfect friendſhip, for 
that they were neither of them as yet 
warranted; Madame de Vallville had, 
however, hinted to Edelfrida, that her 
marriage was unknown to, or had diſo- 
bliged ſome of Monſieur Vallville's friends, 
which was the reaſon of her retired way 
of life, and his long abſence from her: 
but as ſhe did not mean to ſpeak fully of 
her own affairs, Edelfrida's delicate ſenſe 
ol honour and generoſity would not ſuffer 
her to take .any advantage of the good 
opinion her new friend ſeemed to entertain 


of her, which might have induced her to 
OY enter 


L 2 ] 


enter upon a free communication of her 
whole hiſtory. She rather checked than 
encouraged her to truſt her with her ſe- 
crets ; having nothing but ineffectual pity 
to beſtow, and being already too much 
burdened with her own grievances, ſhe 
wiſely and generouſly forebore to gratify 
her curioſity at the expence of her feel- 
ings, or, as ſhe conceived it, treacherouſly 
to ſeduce the confidence ſhe intended not 
to repay. She, nevertheleſs, enjoyed the 
ſtolen ſatisfaction ariſing from their con- 
verſation, and the pleaſure her viſits ap- 
parently imparted to theſe folitary ſtran- 
gers, too much to run any riſk of being 
deprived of it by Mr. Medway's caution, 
ſhould he come to the knowledge of her 
intercourſe with them, for this reaſon ſhe 
had carefully avoided mentioning them; 
her circumſpection did not, however, long 
avail her, for one day as they were ** 
after dinner, and the children had, 
uſual, placed themſelves round the _ 
to cut their fruit, a little boy, who was 
| Ca 


ſtanding cloſe to Edelfrida, and ſportive- 


* ſo. - Indeed,” cried the other boy, 


* can't you tell her name, Ma am ? they 


application to herſelf, and the rather he- 
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ly inſinuating himſelf into her favour, at 
length ſaid, © I love Miſs Dudley, ſhe is 
« very good and very pretty too, though 
« John ſaid yeſterday that the lady at 
* Ellwood was prettier, but I don't think 
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. by * 5 6 Caen, . 8 129 * 


9 * - N 4” 7 > « ALE. / 2 * - 
= . ry 1 * . P 2 2 . ho R 2 4 , a 
r 88 n ods dd Se er NC RR 


eager to clear himſelf, © 1 only faid fo to 
* Plague William, becauſe he provoked 
me. — Mr. Medway having reproved 
the elder for being provoked to ſay what 
he did not think on any occaſion, inquired 
who'they meant by the lady at Elwood: 
Edelfrida coloured, conſeious that an ex- 
planation would enſue, and her conduct 
appear like duplicity and meanneſs; the 
boys, in anfwer to their uncle's queſtion ; 4 
of who the lady at Ellwood was, replied, be 
x We don'tknow, but Mifs Dudley does; 
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added, addrefling themſelves to Edetfri- 
da. Her colour heightened at this direct 


fared in ſaying Tes. —< I fear, boys,” 
ſaid 


[ 29 J 
ſaid Lady Ruſhworth; looking ſignificant- 
ly at her brother, © that you have made 4 
« diſcovery that Miſs Dudley will not 
« thank you for.” Mr. Medway caſt on 
Edelfrida an inquiring eye, which ſeemed 
to demand the explanation fhe appeared 
to ſhrink from; at length, as ſhe did not 
ſpeak, he ſaid, I am ſorry to diſtreſs 
« you, but you muſt give me leave to 
© aſk, to whom theſe children allude ?“ 


« Certainly, Sir,” replied Edelfrida, re- 


covering herſelf tolerably, though' ſtill 
vexed at the idea of being ſuſpected of 
improper concealments and connections; 
&« all I know of her you ſhall be acquaint · 
« ed with, nor do I know why 1 ſhould 
te be diſtreſſed in giving the account, 
« which is ſimply this: She then clear- 
ly related her firſt introduction to the two 
ladies at Ellwood, her repeated viſits to 
them, and what they had, without reſerve, 
hinted of their ſituation. © If you give 
« entire credit to their ſtory, and really 
* think them fo very amiable,” replied 
C 3 Lady 
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Lady Ruſhworth, “I am ſurpriſed, Miſs 
«© Dudley, you never named them before, 
« for as you repreſent the caſe, ſecrecy 
« ſeems wholly unneceffary.” — While 
ſhe ſpoke, her countenance ſhewed that 
| ſhe ſcarcely believed a word of what 
Edelfrida had ſaid, who, obſerving that, 
and” piqued at the doubt implied by her 
words alſo, rather warmly anſwered, © I 
© cannot read the heart, Lady Ruſhworth, 
« I can, therefore, only beſtow or with- 
« hold my belief as things wear the ap- 
ec pearance of truth and innocence, or 

4 « falſehood. and depravity—of the latter 
ee] have not been able to diſcover a trace, 
ce in the former I have beheld many teſ- 
cc timonies, in their manners and language, 
“ and on the countenances of the ſtran- 
« gers in queſtion: why I never named 
ec them to your Ladyſhip and Mr. Med- 
* way, is no proof of my doubting their 

ec claim to reſpect and approbation, it is 

« that I feared the deprivation of that oc- 


« caſional gratification chance had afford- 
| b. ed 


EN 1 


« ed me in their company and converſa- 
« tion, which I made no ſcruple of in- 
« dulging myſelf in, as ſoon as I found 
« they were not only ſtrangers to me and 
« all my connections and friends, but alſo 
« wholly unknowing and unknown in 
« this country: have I given a ſatisfactory 
«reaſon for my conduct, or do you, Sir,” 
turning to Mr. Medway, * ſtill think me 
« puilty of equivocating or concealing the 
« truth ??—* I cannot ſuſpe& you,” re- 
plied he, - ſmiling, „while I read on 
ce your countenance the ſincerity your are 
« ſo willing to give other people credit 
« for; on the contrary, my dear Miſs 
« Dudley, I admire the genuine philan- 
* throphy of your diſpoſition, which I 
« really believe, rather than ſelf-indul- 
5 dulgence, induced you to viſit the ſoli- 
« tary ſtrangers at Ellwood; but why 
© you. ſhould judge ſo harſhly of me as 
to ſuppoſe I would ſeek to deprive you 
« of any innocent gratification, I can't 
« tell; I hold my promiſe to Lady Oſ- 

C 4 © mond 


mond facred, it is true; I have explain- 
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« ed the extent of it to you, and truſt, 
that when you reſolve not to comply 
« with its injunctions, you will candidly 
<« tell me ſo, that I may deliver up the 
« charge from whence I received it, and 
« acquit myſelf of the imputation of 
© neglect, or a breach of confidence; ſo 


_ « far I am bound, and ſo far I have your 
- « conſent to fulfil my word, but beyond 


« this, I ſhall cheerfully promote your 
* enjoyment to the extent of my power, 
« and could, therefore, make no poſſible 
* objeCtion to your cultivating an inti- 
r macy which did not endanger my en- 
« gagement to Lady Oſmond, and might 
* afford you pleaſure, rational and harm- 
* leſs pleaſure, if, as I am ſure you think 
« them, the ladies are fit aſſociates for a 
« young woman of nice morals and un- 
« blemiſhed character.“ I do, indeed, 


think fo, Sir, returned Edelſrida, © I 


, haye every reaſon to think ſo, and as to 


any * in their retired way of life, 
| cc I be- 


1 
ce | believe I might any moment have it 
cc unravelled if I choſe it, or thought it” 
c right to dive into the motives of per- 
« ſons whoſe embarraſlments it is not in 
te my power to relieve, and to whoſe con- 
« fidence I have not entitled myſelf by 
« any act of kindneſs; my attentions 
« have been merely civil in return for 
cc their's, and I have received full as much 
« pleaſure from them, as it was poſſible 
for one in my circumſtances to beſtow. 
tc think, however, continued ſhe, © that 
« I have now an opportunity of doing 
« them a fayour, if you will permit me to- 
« make a requeſt to you in their be- 
“e half.“ By all means,” ſaid he, and 
« in my deſire to grant it, you will per- 
© ceive how much I wiſh to conciliate 
your good. opinion, and to be conſider- 
ed rather as your friend, than a ＋ 4 
« ſpy over your actions. Þ fear,” 
plied ſhe, © I have but too frequently * 
“ peared to miſtake your motives; but 
Sy you have the goodneſs, . I know, :to al- 
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« low for the unreaſonablepeſs which 
« ſprings from a mind harraſſed with a a 
ec ſucceſſion of miſeries and diſappoint- 
et ments. Though much more deep- 
*« ly incenſed, ſaid Mr. Medway, with 
the utmoſt good humour, © than I have 
tc ever felt myſelf by you, my fair ward, 


« yet could I not withhold my forgiveneſs, 


« when ſo many rare and admirable vir- 
tc tues grace the intelligent features of the 
© offender, and teach me that a little con- 


e ſideration is almaſt alone ſufficient to 


« correct every foible.—“ I wiſh,” re- 
turned Edelfrida, half ſmiling, © it would 
« aſſume its angel form, to viſit me for 
« ſo deſirable and laudable a purpoſe.” — 
« Pay it a little more homage,” replied 
Mr. Medway, © and I dare anſwer for its 
« appearing to you in as fair a form as 
that which your glaſs preſents you 
« with,” —There was a gaiety and gal- 
lantry in this ſpeech which ſurprized 
Edelfrida, from the lips of the grave 
* Mr. . and ſhe replied with 

3 viva- 


8 i 
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vivacity, © This is certainly a favourable 
cc moment for my petition, let me, then, 
c haſten to preſent it to you, and if I can, 
« in as fair a form of ſupplication, as that 
* in which you, Sir, have preſented ad- 
ce monition and reproof to me:“ Mr. 
Medway bowed and ſmiled, Edelfrida 
then proceeded—* the nature of it is cal- 
ce culated to merit your approbation, for 
« jt is no other than a pious wiſh on the 
te part of Madame Vallville and her aunt, 
“Madame de Colange, to join your con- 
« gregation, they having no other means 
« of paying a proper reſpect to the exer- 
e ciſes of devotion, being excluded from 
our church by the particular opinions 
cc and injunctions of yours, of which they 
« are members.“ —Ere Mr. Medway 
could reply, Lady Ruſhworth ſaid, We 
« could have no objection, provided we 
« were certain theſe ladies are what they 
« repreſent themſelves, otherwiſe admit- 
e ting them to the chapel would be high- 
«ly improper, and productive of very 

C 6 4 dif- 


| 4 diftrefling conſequences ſhould they 
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* prove adventurers.” —< Suppaſing they 


. ſhould,” returned Edelfrida, with 
quickneſs, © would your Ladyſhip object 


* to meet them in Heaven, becauſe their 
* title to a place there had not always 
* been ſo pure as your own ?”'—< To 
C your- queſtion, Miſs Dudley,” faid 
Lady Ruſhworh, „the anſwer is obvi- 
% ous, I think.” —* Well, then, Ma'am,” 


replied Edelfrida, « I preſume you would 


C not ſhot the gates of Heaven againſt 
«© thoſe, whoſe only crime, that we know 


| * of; is that they are ſtrangers on this ſpot 


«of earth, and that granted, may I not 


| de hope you will allow them an oppor- 
-_ ©  .*tunity of purſuing the ſame path you 
. have yourſelf choſen? “ J leave it 


< entirely to my brother,” ſaid Lady 
Ruſhworth, coldly.—< You will, at leaſt, 
« Ahſolve me from the fin of uncharita- 

« bleneſs,” returned Edelfrida, © if you 


I az condemn me for preſumption in urging 
« this ſuit,”—< Moſt freely,” cried Mr. 


1 ] 


Medway, © and believing. chat, on reflec- 
tion, Lady Ruſhworth will unite with 
me in opinion that there can be no 
© harm in granting your requeſt, I ſhall 
c charge you with a commiſſion to ac- 
e quaint your new friends, that. though 
t at preſent we neither pay nor receive 
« viſits here, we are ever happy in an op- 
« portunity of contributing to the tem- 
* poral and eternal welfare of all, within 
« the compaſs of our ability and our 
« reach, and, therefore, if the ladies find 
©* themſelves diſpoſed to join us in the 
* chapel to-morrow morning, they wall 
find a ready admiſſion.” —* Accept of 
© my grateful thanks,” replied Edeltrida, 
c and be aſſured, Sir, my wiſhes that you 
ce may have no reaſon to regret this con- 
« deſcenſion, are very ſincere. —< After 
te having ſo warmly eſpouſed theſe ladies, 
“ Miſs Dudley, it would be rather morti- 
© fying to you, ſhould they diſcredit your 
recommendation, id Lady Ruſh- 


worth.“ ſhould be ſorry, returned 


Edel- 


11 


Edeltrida, J muſt confeſs, to be under 


te the neceſſity of withdrawing the good 
* opinion I have formed of them; but I 


can never repent having procured for 


« them the advantages of inſtruction on 
* the important ſubject of religion; for 


your Ladyſhip muſt think with me, that 


ce if they have deviated, it is more neceſ- 


ec ſary to extend to them the hand of com- 


ce paſſion, and pour the voice of truth 
ce into their ears, in order to recall them to 
* the path of innocence and peace.” — 


Very true, ſaid Mr. Medway, © it is 


« our duty, and ought to be our higheſt 


« pleafure, gently to lead back thoſe who 


© have unhappily ſtrayed, for in ſo doing, 
« we humbly endeavour to copy that di- 
« vine example of perfect love and cha- 
« rity ſet us by that God, who ſuffered 
« for us, and, who knowing our infirmi- 
ce ties and pitying our weakneſſes, died to 
ce preſerve us from their fatal effects; and 
c 25 the benefit of this heavenly ſacrifice 
« jg extended to all who faithfully believe, 

« and 
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ce and reſt their hopes on it and on 
« the mercy it was intended to pro- 
cc cure for mankind, far be it from vs, 
« to refuſe our aſſiſtance where it may 
« happily contribute to reſcue a fellow 
« creature from the labyrinth of error, 
« which the world too frequently proves 
« to the thoughtleſs and the negligent.” — 
« And the habits of depravity muſt be 
« terribly confirmed, indeed,” replied 
Edelfrida, „which could reſiſt the mo- 
ce nitor whoſe ' benevolence tempers re- 
« proof with a gentlenefs, which renders 
te it even more pleafing than the moſt 


“pointed approbation from ſome people 


« could ever be. — Pray,” ſaid Mr. 
Medway, fmiling, «© how comes it that 
ce one who can think with ſuch ſeriouſneſs 
« and unaffected propriety ſhould ever 
ce act ſo, as for a moment to contradi& 
« our belief in the ſolidity of her under- 
« ſtanding, or the reality of thoſe nume- 
« rous virtues which occaſionally break 


* forth with ſuch a dazzling bright- 


© nefs ?”—© When a ſudden flaſh of light 


« darts 
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« darts its tranſient rays on darkneſs,” re- 


turned Edelfrida, © we are apt for an in- 
& ſtant to be ſurprized by its ſplendor, 


ce without recollecting that it derives its 


* chief brilliancy from the gloom on 


et which it breaks, ſo by thoſe ſhort-lived 
ce rays of underſtanding and virtue, which 
ce by accident proceed from a character 
* where you expected to find only levity 
* and error.“ Your ſimile may be a 


_ « good one, replied Mr. Medway, © but 


« for the application, I deny the juſtice of 
« that; for whatever you may imagine I 
« expected, be aſſured I can never be 
ce convinced that the mind is made up 
i wholly of levity and error, from which 
« ] ſee daily inſtances of conſtancy, reſo- 
« lutian, unwearied benevolence, and un- 
« blemiſhed truth, while I behold the eye 
« ſparkling with the enthuſiaſm of gene- 
ct roſity, or beam forth the emanations of 
« compaſlionate ſenſibility ; while I ſee 
&« the cheek: ſuffuſed with that crimſon 


which reveals every emotion of the ſoul. 


«uns. 
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« unpraRtiſed in deceit ; how commenda- 
« ble, then, nay, how glorious would it 
« be, to weed fram theſe native flowers, 
« thoſe wild and worthleſs plants, which, 
ce if ſuffered to grow luxuriant, at length 
ce overrun the ſoil, and leave no room for 
te ought beſides to flouriſh l Where 
« you condeſcend to beſtow ſuch praiſe,” 
ſaid Edelfrida, © it is not for me tc call 
ein queſtion your judgement by contra- 
« difting it, though in accepting, I ſhould 
« incur the cenfure of vanity ; I muſt, 
« however, ſuppoſe you are of the Poet 8 
as opinion, when he 1 3 


« O praiſe l thy language 1 Heaven deſign'd 
4 As manna ta the faint, bewilder'd mind: 
Beauty and diffigence, whoſe hearts rejoice 

In the kind comfort of thy cheering voice, 

% In this wild wood of life, wert thou not nigh, 

« Muſtlike the wandering babes, lie down and die: 
But thy ſweet accents wake new vital powers, 
„And make this thorny path, a path of flowers.“ 


She repeated theſe few lines with a 
grace and ſimplicity which charmed Mr. 
Med- 


| [ 42 ] ; 
Medway, who replied, «© Were it any 
te part of my profeſſion to deck truth in 
- * the ſhewy language of compliment, 1 
te might juſtly bid you apply thoſe lines 
ce from the ſame author, which end thus: 


&« That the wide earth no female form can ſhew, 
6 Where nature's legend ſo diſtinctly tells, 
& In this fair ſhrine a fairer ſpirit dwells.” 


« But I perceive,” added he, © that I 
« have already been ſeduced into a com- 
8 plimentary ſtrain not ſuited, I fear, to 
« the grave advice which I am bound to 
« give; I, therefore, beg you will not 
e make me liable to anſwer, for any ill 
« conſequences ariſing from the poiſon 
ce of flattery, for I do aſſure you I had not 
te the leaſt deſign of ſoothing you into a 
ce belief that I thought you faultleſs ; on 
ce the contrary, I wiſh to convince you 

« that you have no right to deform the 
cc gifts of Heaven and nature, by follies 
o« and faults of your own creating.”— 
| « What 
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% What an humiliating concluſion have 
« you made,” ſaid Edelfrida, her cheek 
ſtill glowing with the honeſt pride of poſ- 
ſeſſing ſo much of the approbation of a 
man ſhe could not but eſteem; & you 
© mean to tell me,” ſhe added, ſmiling, 
« that the little virtue you have diſco- 
© yered in me, was accidenttally thrown 
te into the ingredients which compoſe the 
ce qualities of my mind, while the thou- 
te {and follies and faults I am hourly com- 
© mitting, are the offspring of a ſelf cre- 
- © ted depravity. Did you underſtand 
«© me ſo?” returned he, fixing his eyes 
attentively on her face. How do you 
ce wiſh I ſhould underſtand you, Sir?“ 
replied ſne.—“ If what I have ſaid re- 
« quires a farther explanation, I have 
« praiſed and condemned to little pur- 
e poſe,” ſaid he; © convince me, in ſpite 
of the evidence I read on your counte- 
* nance, that this ſtupidity is real, not 
cc affected, and in future I will treat you as 
* I would one of thele children; point out 

ce to 
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Fc to you day by day, hour by hour, what 
« you ought to do, and ceaſe to conſider 
* you as one endowed with a capacity to 
extract good from the evil by your own 
te perception, or one who, by reflection, 
« can draw a moral from the fables which 
te are daily acted before you.” I know 
te no better way of preſerving me from 
error, ſhe anſwered, © yet I will not 
c promiſe that I ſhould not revolt againſt 
« a government ſo arbitrary.” — Always 
4 merit, as you frequently do,” ſaid he, 
riſing and taking her hand, the influ- 

« ence of the mildeſt government and 
'& the rewards of a warm and generous 
e approbation, and you will be good and 
« happy as your friends could wiſh you, 
« amongſt their number I rank myſelf, 
« not the laft, as it ſhall be my ſtudy to 
4 prove to you, when 12 do ſo with 
« honour and integrity. He waited not 
for her reply, but walked directly out of 
- the room, and Lady Ruſhworth, who had 
no Joy in the benevolence her brother 

5 | ſhewed 
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ſhewed on every occaſion which could 

properly call it forth, unleſs it was folely 
directed to her and her children, felt re- 
lieved when the converſation between 
him and Edelfrida ended, becauſe ſhe 
could take no part in it, and becaufe it 
gratified one whom ſhe thought deſerving 
only of mortification. 

Edelfrida, eager to convey to Ellwood 
the permiſſion ſhe had obtained for the 
two ladies there to attend the hours of de- 
votion in the chapel belonging to Ruſh- 
worth Abbey, ſet out thither as ſoon as tea 
was over that afternoon, the following day 

being Sunday; they, as uſual, welcomed 
her with ſmiles of pleaſure, and expreſſed 
the warmeſt gratitude to her for the favour 
ſhe had procured them ; it was a privilege 
they had long wiſhed for. The next 
morning, Edelfrida was to meet Mande- 
ville at church, and the thoughts of it 
occupied her mind fo entirely, that her 
viſit to Ellwood was ſhorter than any ſhe 
had yet paid there, and ſhe was glad when 
| the 
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the hour of retiring to her own room ar- 


rived ; for though ſhe intended not to be- 
tray the confidence Mr. Medway repoſed 
in her, yet his preſence, when ſhe thought 


of her appointment, rather embarraſſed 


her. 
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CHAPTER” LVIIII. 


AT church, as ſhe expected, ſhe found 

Mandeville waiting her arrival ; he 
came with Mr. Ainſdale, to whom, after 
church, he introduced her; he informed 
her, that he had diſpatched her letter the 
very day ſhe intruſted him with it, but that 
an anſwer could not poſſibly be returned 
ſo ſoon, though Maria ſhould write the 
hour ſhe received it; he bid her, how- 
ever, expect a letter in the courſe of two 
or three days from that time, and wait his 
coming in the wood, where he would be 
to deliver it the inſtant it was put into his 
hand: ſhe aſked him after Lady Welford 
and her amiable ſiſter, having before told 
him of the letters which Lord Oſmond 
had directed to Welford Lodge, but which 
| the had never received; he made no 
ſcruple 
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ſcruple of giving it as his opinion, that 
the ſiſters had ſuppreſſed them, for he had 
experienced ſo much of their malice and 


ill nature himſelf, as eaſily to credit the 


ſuggeſtions this circumſtance gave riſe to 
in his mind; he ſaid, „He had not ſeen 
ec them for ſome months, but believed 
© they were as amiable as ever; their 
cc quondam friend, Martin, he told her, 


_ « ſtill remained ſingle, not yet having 


cr ſufficiently overcome the diſappoint- 
t ment ſhe had inflicted on him; but its 
« having been whiſpered to him that 
< there were people in the world who 
ec would reſent any hberties he might in- 
er dulge himſelf in taking with the charac 
« ter of a certain fair and abſent lady, 
< who had treated his charms with a mor- 


« tifying contempt, he had prudently 
« defiſted from ſpreading his reſentments 


abroad; and Sir Edward, and Lady 


« Dudley, conſcious that they made no 
4 good figure in the buſineſs, were entirely 
* * filent, ſo that the affair had ceaſed to be 
I a a fub- 
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« ſubject of general converſation very 
« ſoon, but that while it was talked of, 
Edelfrida had been univerſally acquitted 
« of all blame, except by a rin few, who 
« were partiſans of Martin's. | 

To this intelligence ſhe was not indif- 
el for it had frequently ſhocked her 
delicacy, when ſhe reflected on the ſar- 
caſmms which would be moſt probably 
thrown out on re CORMILL and — 7 
rene, 

Having Aedlined the Aces of the 
ſervant who had conducted het to church : 
che Sunday | before, ' Edelfrida fuffered 
Mandeville and Mr. Ainſdale to walk 
part of the way home with her, and as the 
converſation was on ſuch ſubjects as the 
latter gentleman could join in, ſhe felt 
herſelf as much prepoſſeſſed by his ſenti- 
ments and manners, as ſhe had before 
been by his appearance, nor did he ſeem 
leſs pleaſed with her; on the contrary, 
he liſtened to her with undiſguiſed fatif- 
faction, and looked on her with undiſſem- 
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bled admiration; ſo much ſo, that at 
parting, Mandeville taking him by the 
arm, ſaid to Edelfrida, Ir is time for me 
ecco carry off poor Ainſdale, I perceive, 

te ere he is too faſt bound by that magic 
ee ſpell which you entangle mankind in: 
* if you have not vowed his deſtruction, 
< ſay your prayers af home, for Heaven's 
« fake, in future. When we ſee de- 
« ſtruction approaching us in ſo lovely a 

« form,” ſaid Mr. Ainſdale, bowing, and 
looking confuſed by his friend's ſmiling, 
« we rather court than fly from it; and 
te ſhould you, Ma'am, deprive me of the 
< happineſs .of Going: you at church, the 
« only place where I can bope for that 
* honour, though 1 might hereafter ac- 
Knowledge the benefit of your rigour, 1 
« ſhall now moſt aſſuredly murmur at ſo 
« ſevere a-mortification.” Edelfrida had 
been too much accuſtomed to compli- 
ments of this kind, to feel any particular 
gratification. or .embarxaſſment on re- 
cCeiving it; there was, however, a peculiar 


air 
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air of modeſty and gentleneſs about Mr. 
Ainſdale, which ſhe could not but ob- 
ſerve with approbation : ſhe curtſied and 
replied, © If Mr. Mandeville, Sir, chuſes 
« to divert himſelf at our expence, yet [ 
« hope he will not teach you to think me 
c“ miſchievous, neither ſhall he prevent 
« my making one of your auditors on 
« Sundays, where I have every reaſon to 
_« expect inſtruction.” Mr. Ainſdale 
bowed gratefully, but a loud laugh from 
Mandeville prevented his ſpeaking ; the 
former then exclaimed, * Alas, poor 
« Ainſdale! I ſhall quickly ſing a requi- 
« em to thy departed ſenſes! - Then 
turning to Edelfrida, he added, © if you 
« hear that he has followed the example 
ert of the love ſick Werter, or if you ſhould 
« meer him in your rambles, ſearching 
< for freſh blown flowers amidſt the froſts 
« of winter, like poor Henry, remember 
« I, a true friend, foretold the diſaſter, to 
warn you againſt the conſequences of 

. and do not ſay, why did not Man- 
| D 2 « deville 
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< deville tell me that his friend was ſo 
& ſuſceptible ; rather look in you glaſs 


« and ſay, why did not I in pity hide this 
« face, nor thus cruelly ſport with the 
* heart I deigned not to accept.“ 
« Really, Sir, replied Edelfrida, laugh- 
ing at his ridiculous repreſentation, © you 
te are very diverting, Mr. Ainſdale, and 
« am much obliged to you. Upon 
« my word, I think you are,” returned he; 
« I wiſh to preſerve him from a violent 
« exit, and you from the remorſe of 
cc having cauſed it; if I ſucceed, ſome 
* gratitude is unqueſtionably due to 
cc me.” — As you appear ſo much inte- 
cc reſted in the cauſe,” ſaid ſhe, you 
etc may depend upon being applied to 
* when there is any danger; ſo good 
* morning to you. The gentlemen then 
bowed, and walked another way, Edel- 
frida keeping that road which led to 
Ruſhworth Abbey. The interval between 
Sunday and the arrival of the expected 
TOY appeared _ tedious to her; at 

length 
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length ſhe ſet out in hopes of meeting 
Mandeville in the wood, and accordingly 
he was there; he flew towards her with a 
paper in his hand, whereon ſhe ſaw the 
hand - writing of her friend Maria; ſhe 
haſtily ſeized it, and only ſtaid to con- 
verſe a few minutes with him, ere ſhe 
begged him to excuſe her, and ſhe re- 
turned home to her own room to peruſe 
the contents, for which ſhe was all impa- 
tience. 

Having ſeated herſelf in bn own apart- 
ment, Edelfrida, not without ſome trepi- 
dation on her nerves, broke the ſeal of 
Miſs Dudley's letter, in which ſhe found 
an incloſure; that, however, ſhe laid 
down, till ſhe had fully gratified herſelf 
with the former, nor was ſhe diſappointed 
as ſhe attentively * 


5 
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| The Letter. 


75 WHAT language can | convey to 
my beloved Edelfrida the 3 Joy, the min- 
8 | gled 
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dea joy und fortyw' her letter created in 
the boſom of her affectionate and long- 


afflited friend. To be aſſured that you 
are ſaſe, and no longer in the unfit and 


degrading ſituation, the eruelty and un- 
kindneſs of your family forced you into, 


was ſome conſolation to me. After having 
endured the torment of ſuſpenſe ſo long, 
was it kind or friendly in my Edelfrida 
to keep me for an age in doubt and an- 
xiety as to her deſtination ? But let me not 
reproach you, let me rather weep with 
you, my dear, unfortunate, generous Cou- 
fin, over the indignities, the outrages, 
and the miſeries which have been heaped 
upon you. Why did you ſuffer Lady 
Oſmond, whoſe reſtleſs and ambitious 
ſpirit will deftroy the happineſs of her 
children, to tear you from the protecting 
tenderneſs of her ſon? You are, in no re- 
ſpett, beneath the affection Lord Oſmond 
has fixed upon you; what then does this 
unnatural mother mean by ſeparating 
you Jo prepare for herſelf, if I am not 

deceived, 
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deceived, endleſs and unavailing diſquie- 
tude; yes, my Edelfrida, I am mi- 
taken, or ſhe is on the point of feeling all 
the miſery ſhe has inflicted Fame more 
than whiſpers the diſgrace. The Mar- 
chioneſs of Armington, her favourite 
child, whom ſhe beholds poſſeſſed of all 
the ſplendor of rank and fortune, fo: dear 
to her; ſhe, thoughtleſs, unhappy wo- 
man, is on the point of plunging herſelf 
into a ſcene of wretchedneſs, from which 
nothing on this ſide the grave can reſcue 
the feeling mind. Monſieur de San- 
gvere, a French gentleman, who came 
over with them, is faid to be the object 
of her criminal paſſion. I heartily wiſh 
Lady Oſmond had been taught to feel 
from any other quarter, than by the infa- 
my which is hovering over the head of 
one who ought, and I have no doubt will 
ſtill be the ſiſter of my deareſt friend: 
all that I know of this unfortunate affair is 
from common report, for Miſs Monta- 
gue, who has been on a viſit in this neigh- 
24 : bourhood, 


1 
a and who introduced herſelf to 


me, as a friend of your's, never mention- 
ed the ſubject; of courſe ſhe would not, 
being ſo nearly related to the Marchio- 
neſs. I learnt from this amiable and en- 
gaging woman, all the circumſtances of 
your leaving Barnly Manor, with the pre- 
_ vious diſcovery and explanation between 
you and Lord Oſmond: ſhe ſpoke of you in 
_ thoſe terms every one who is intimately ac» 
quainted with you muſt ſpeak ; this par- 
tiality, united to her own good qualities, 
won my eſteem for Miſs Montague, and 
had ſhe ſtaid long enough in this neigh- 
bourhood, I ſhould have hoped to have 
laid, the foundation of future friendſhip 
with her; perhaps I may be indebted to 
you for it hereafter, as I have been, and 
ſtill am indebted to you for a thouſand 
generous and diſintereſted - acts of kind- 
neſs—I owe you more than I can ex- 
preſs, and deeply have both Mandeville 
and I regretted your abſence, in our let- 
tets; not from ſefiſh motives, my Edel- 

| i frida, 
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frida, but from a forrowful uncertainty of 
your fate, and inability of ſoftening its 
ſeverity ; we ſtill, however, look forward 
to the days when we can welcome you to 
ſome peaceful habitation of our own, where 
we will gratefully try to heal the wounds 
repeatedly given to your tranquillity, I 
truſt much to my Brother's return home; 
his influence with my Mother will be in- 
creaſed by abſence, and he may, per- 
haps, prevail upon her to conſent to my 
union with Mandeville ; I am convinced 
my Father would no longer oppoſe it, if 
ſhe could bring herſelf to approve it. I wilt 
not now tell you, my friend, what I ſuffer- 
ed during your abſence from town, with 
Mrs, Conway, nor when I was dragged 
into the country with my cruel Siſter, at 
a moment's warning; my heart even then 
bled more for what I knew you would 
endure, than for myſelf, who was the 
cauſe of it: but when-I was permitted to- 
return to London, and found that you 
were gone, no one knew whither, I was 
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diſtracted with fear and grief ; I wept over 
your kindly cruel letter, which my maid, 
faithful to your injunctions, gave me, and 
I accuſed you of wanting confidence and 
affection, in thus tearing yourſelf away, 
without leaving me the leaſt clue where 
to diſcover your retreat: that odious 
Martin, who had compelled you to take fo 
- deſperate a ſtep, made me ſhudder, if by 
-accideat I ſaw him, and the very mention 
of his name made my blood run cold; we 
were not, however, troubled with many of 
his viſits ; he choſe to quarrel with all our 
family, not excepting Lady Wilford, when 
the magic which had of late attracted him 
to our houſes, was no longer to be found 
there. My Father, I am certain, laments 
his conduct towards you, and would you 
again ſeck his protection, he would gladly 
give it you, to eaſe his mind of a burden 
_ of ſelf accuſation on your account; yet! 
dare not aſk you to encounter again my 


Mother's temper, though I languiſh for 


your ſociety, for as age and infirmities 
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gain faſt upon her, ſhe becomes daily more 
difficult to pleaſe. What a dreadful idea 
is it that will obtrude itſelf! Can nothing 


but the death of a Parent reſtore me to 
happineſs, and to the friends I ſo tenderly 


love? Why has my Mother given me 


cauſe ro think, what muſt ever give me 
ſo much pain and ſorrow? My heart is 


formed for far different ſenſations than 


thoſe her unfortunate diſpoſition have 
excited: but let me not torture you with 
complaints, rather let me ſeek to cheer 


and comfort you, by every aſſurance of 


the ſtrength and immutability of my at- 


tachment; if I know the ſpring from 


whence my feelings proceed, I ſigh for 


liberty more to prove my friendſhip to 


my Edelfrida, than even to prove my af- 


fection to Mandeville; for in his patient 
oonſtancy, and undiminiſhed regard, 1 


have every thing to hope, and nothing to 


fear; but you are expoſed to a thouſand 
vexations and troubles, while I remain 
powerleſs and unable to aſſiſt you yon 
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are reduced to accept from your unfeeling 
enemy, an aſylum which I have not to 
offer you.—You tell me, in order to 
quiet my fears, that your wants are all 
amply ſupplied ; but that does not fatisfy 
me, Edelfrida ; I know the liberality of 
your temper, your benevolence and cha- 
rity; and I alſo know a laudable pride 
would rife againſt receiving from Lady 
' Oſmond the means of gratifying theſe ex- 
cellent diſpoſitions. You left London 
with no great riches, I am certain, and 
yet you could ſpare to the neceſſities of 
the indigent, a ſum which the affluent 
would deem too large to beſtow at once ; 
yes, my friend, I am acquainted with the 
effort I may call noble, when made by a 
deſerted wanderer, to ſave a wretched fa- 
mily from death :—you did fave them, 
your bounty was their preſervation, and 
they live to call down bleſſings on your 
head ; with tears of gratitude they men- 
tion your name, with joy they would tef- 
tify how deeply their hearts are impreſſed 
| with 
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with a ſenſe of your goodneſs: ever happy 
to emulate the bright example you ſet me, 
made it my buſineſs, when I heard of 
the generous ſenſibility you had ſhewn 
this miſerable family, to render it of ef- 
fect, by finiſhing what you had ſo well 
begun ; and I am happy to tell you, they 
are now in eaſy, comfortable circumſtances, 
having procured a ſmall appointment, 
equal to their moderate expectations 
that you may again experience the feli- 
licity of ſuſtaining the unfortunate, ſhould 
they preſent themſelves to you, I in- 
cloſe a bank note, which you can make 
no ſcruple of receiving from me, and ap- 
propriating to whatever purpoſe ſhall 
ſeem good to. yourſelf, I ſhould be 
aſhamed to offer you a ſum fo inadequate 
to what ought to -be the ſupply of one 
whoſe “ hand is open as day to melting 
« charity ;* did you not know that 1 
am no ceconomiſt, and ſeldom have in 
my poſſeſſion even the inconſiderable 
ſum of twenty _ though at this 


ti me 


1 62 Þ 
time I have really more than my. oeca- 
ſions demand. | 
Mandeville tells me, you look pale 
and thin; how, indeed, can I expect you 
to look otherwiſe, after what you have 
gone through ? But, my beloved Edel- 
frida,, if not for your own ſake, for mine 
do ſtruggle a little longer with adverſity, 
that I may live to behold you ſurrounded 
with a bright and unfading proſperity, 
I ſeldom ſee Lady Welford or Miſs Wel- 
ford, I ſeldomer deſire it, they have treat- 
ed me cruelly ; but if they could be guilty 
of ſuppreſſing Lord Oſmond's letters to 
you, they are even more malicious and 
more deſpieable than I thought them; you 
Will triumph, fear not, Edelfrida, it · is 
' Ampoſſible that ſuch treachery ſhould 
always prevail, though for a time it has 
been ſuffered to exerciſe your conſtancy. 
The day I had the delight of receiving 
your letter, incloſed in one from Mande- 
ville, I paſſed ſome hours in Mus. Mon- 
tague's company; I read part of it to her; 
and 
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and notwithſtanding that you leave us 
ignorant of the place of your abode, we 
rejoiced together, to find that you are 
treated with reſpect and attention, where- 
ever your are, and ſafe from all farther 
indignities, that you mix with proper 
companions, and not with ſuch: as your 
_ delicacy muſt revolt againft. 

On finding that I had an opportunity 
of conveying an anſwer to you, ſhe re- 
queſted that I would incloſe a letter 
from her; this I readily promiſed, be- 
cauſe I thought it would give you plea- 
ſure, and J hope it will, for ſhe can give 
you a better account' of Lord Oſmond 
than J could procure by any means; of 
Lady Julia and Mr. Evelyne too, ſhe 
has, no doubt, imparted to you every in- 
telligence in her power; I am at too great 
a diſtance from all the parties to be ac- 
quainted with their movements, to Miſs 
Montague's letter then I refer you; ſhe 
ſent it me laſt night, accompanied by an 


obliging note to take leave, as ſhe was 


unexpectedly 
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unexpectedly called out of this part of the 
country; ſhe does not ſay by what. I am 
now compelled to bid my. Edelfrida 
adieu! not a long one I ſincerely pray. 
God bleſs my amiable friend, and all 
good Angels watch over her life and 
happineſs ; ſuch is the anxious wiſh of her 
faithful and affectionate | 
Mala Dyprzv.“ 


The pleaſure Miſs Dudley's letter gave 
to Edelfrida, is only to be conceived by 
thoſe who, having long been deprived of 
the pleaſing and endearing intercourſe of 
friendſhip, and ſhut out from the ſoothing 
conſolations, which ſpring from the ten- 
derneſs and ſympathy of thoſe they love, 
at length find themſelves reſtored, in 
ſome degree, to the bleſſing which has 
conſtituted a large part of their happineſs, 
This being her calc, the tears ſhe ſhed 

over her beloved Maria's much valued 
token of affectionate remembrance, were 


the ſweeteſt which had. ever fallen from 
1 her 


ner eyes; her ſenſations on peruſing it 
were not tranquil, they were exquiſite; 
they were of that excruciating kind which 
beggars. all deſcription, and which are 
almoſt as deſtructive as grief and pain; 


460 'Tis bliſs but to a certain bound, 
« Beyond is agony.“ 


1 Happily for the hal mind, theſe 


too acute feelings are ſhort lived ; Edel- 
frida, however, found it difficult to over- 
come the effects of them. Miſs. Monta- 
gue's letter was ftill unread, even though 
ſhe hoped to find in it ſome mention of 
Lord Oſmond; it was then a precious trea- 
ſure, and ſecure in the poſſeſſion of it, 
ſhe held it ſome minutes in her hand ere 
ſhe could reſolve to open it: When I 
« have read this,” ſhe exclaimed, «I 
* have nothing more to expect, that idea 
* alifioſt damps the joy I feel at this mo- 
(© ment. 
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At length her impatience got the bet 
ter, and ſhe unfolded the paper, her heart 
beating quick with the moſt lively and 
mingled emotions, ſhe eagerly dwelt on 
every ſentence as follows : | 


« TOO long didnt the gratification 
of even thus converſing with my amiable 
friend, I eagerly ſeize the opportunity 
Miſs: Dudley is ſo good to afford me, of 
renewing an intercourſe which I once 

flattered myſelf would ſcarcely have been 
interrupted by any circumſtance or ſitua- 
tion. From the moment you introduced 
yourſelf to me in the humble light of an 
attendant, to that in which Lady Oſ- 
mond eruelly tore you from us, I felt my 
admiration and reſpect augment every 
hour; ; yes, generous, noble Edelfrida, I 
bluſn to think that I ſuffered you to con- 
tinue in a ſtation I was too conſcious was 
never intended for you; I ought to have 
offered you my protection and friendſhip ; 
had I done fo you might have eſcaped 

much 
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much miſery: I condemn myſelf inceſ- 
fantly, for as my friend, Lady Oſmond, 

would have had no pretence for hurrying 
you away, and concealing you ſo ſucceſſ- 
fully from us, though I have too much 
reaſon to believe ſhe would have exerted 
herſelf to prevent her ſon's happineſs, in 
no common degree, thinking, as ſhe un- 
fortunately and fallaciouſly thinks, that 
all happineſs is centered in rank and 
riches ; the might, however, have been 
content in this certainty, that no connec- 
tion Lord Oſmond is inclined to enter 
into, can degrade him, in any reſpect; as 
to fortune, he is already poſſeſſed of much 
more than ſufficient to gratify almoſt un- 
bounded defires, were they ever to be gra- 
tified ; but ſhe has a reſtleſs and aſpiring 
temper, which oppoſition appears to foſ- 
ter. She has not only been the means of 
ſeparating Oſmond and you, we might 
imagine merely for the loveof tyrannizing, 
but ſhe has alſo torn aſunder two people 
not leſs tenderly attached, my amiable and 


beloved 
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beloved Julia and Mr. Evelyne. Aſter 
you left us at Barnly Manor, Oſmond, 
outrageous at the | treacherous, cruelty 
which his mother had practiſed on him, 
immediately ſet off for Oſmond Caſtle, 
reſolving, in the bitterneſs of his reſent» 
ment, never to ſee her more; but in conſi- 
deration of a beloved ſiſter's happineſs, 
and, indeed, no leſs; actuated by friend- 
ſhip, he condeſcended to invite the whole 
party to his houſe, thither we all went, 
and found him ſtruggling to bear Lady 
Oſmond's preſence with ſome degree of 
compoſure; for ſome time, we were 
plunged into the hurry of diſſipation by 
the company who reſorted to the Caſtle ; 
we could not, however, for an inſtant for- 
get the cauſe of unhappineſs which de- 
ſtroyed all real harmony and all confi- 
dence. - Oſmond we daily ſaw a prey to 
anguiſh, which the natural warmth of his 
diſpoſition ill enabled him to endure, yet, 
to thoſe unacquainted with his diſappoint- 


ment, and who had not known him in 
hap- 
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happier days, he appeared, perhaps, only 
of a reſerved and grave character; this 
unſettled fort of calm continued till the 
attachment between Julia and Evelyne 
was told to Lady Oſmend; the conſe- 
quence of the cemmunication was, that 
her Ladyſhip deetared ſhe never would 
conſent to their union, beſides which, Ju- 
lia was deſtined for another, who that 
other was ſhe did not then name, but it 
has fince been announced that Monſieur 
de Villeneuf, the ſon of that odious 
French woman you ſaw at Barnly Manor, 
was the huſband provided for my lovely 
Couſin; in an inſt int, then, the breach 
whieh had cloſed only in appearance, be- 
tween Lord Oſmond and his mother, 
opened too wide for any thing but your 
reſtoration and his friend's ſucceſs with 
Julia to make up again ;' they have never 
met ſince the forrowful morning which 
| ſucceeded the explanation, on which Lady 
Oſmond, attended by Madame de Ville- 


neuf, left Oſmond Caſtle with her daugb- 
ter; 
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ter; in a few days after we all ſeparated, 
the Marquis and Marchioneſs returned 
to Barnly Manor, I accompanied Lord 
and Lady Walton to Walton Park, 
which I conſider my home, leaving only 
Evelyne with his friend. My dear Julia 
was carried firſt to London, in hopes, on 
her mother's part, that Monſieur de Vil- 
lencuf would meet them there, he being 
daily expected; but by ſome unaccounta- 
ble circumſtance they were diſappointed 
and could hear nothing of him ; they then 
removed to a houſe in Suſſex, which Lady 
Oſmond engaged for the ſummer, and 
there they ſtill are; my Julia's letters 
tell me of the envious kind of perſecu- 
tions he hourly undergoes both from her 
mother and Madame de Villeneuf, who 
conſtantly beſet her with menaces, pro- 
miſes, perſuaſions, and entreaties, to marry 
Monſieur, who has, at length, made his ap- 
Pearance, but by no means joins in tor- 
menting her with ſolicitations to the ſame 
purpoſe; on the contrary, when he is 
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compelled to pay her a compliment ĩt is 
with ſo bad a grace, that he provokes his 
mother and Lady Oſmond to the moſt 
pointed ſeverity againſt his awkwardneſs 
and inſenfibility ; then he ſighs heavily, and 
looks on Julia with 'a countenance which 
ſeems to implore her diſmiſſion, a favour 
he would eaſily obtain if it depended on 
her; in ſhort, ſhe ſays, ſhe is herſelf aſto- 
niſhed at his conduct; when they are left 
together, he appears always as if endea- 
vouring to entruſt her with ſome impor- 
tant ſecret, but he has not yet found cou- 
rage to give it utterance, awed perhaps by 
her reſerve. In the mean time Oſmond 


and Evelyne grow more and more impa- 


tient under theſe vexations. Having pro- 
miſed to tranſmit a faithful account of 
Julia conſtantly to them, I frequently re- 
ceive letters from the former, filled with 
the moſt paſſionate complaints againſt 
the cruelty of his ſituation, which is deſ- 
fitvte of all enjoyment amidſt a ſucceſſion 
of what is called pleaſure and happineſs ; 

2 | he 
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he accuſes himſelf of ſubmitting ſo tamely 
to be robbed of you, who can alone con- 
ſtitute his earthly felicity, and conjures 
me to adviſe and direct him what plan to 
purſue to diſcover your retreat, already ha- 
ving wearied all his intimates in different 
countries with inquiries. In his laft letter 
he informed me that he was going to Lon- 
don, from whence, if he could hear no- 
thing of you thete, he intended to make 
a tour through England in ſearch of you; 
a meaſure he ſhoul&not fo long have de- 
layed, but for the unſettled ſtate of poor 
Evelyne's mind, which is harraſſed with 
the torments of anxiety, ſuſpenſe, and 
apprehenſion. I am deeply grieved to 
add, that T fear a new misfortune threatens 
us; the Marchioneſs, who is poſſeſſed of 
A thouſand good qualities, is, I fear, 
throwing away her happineſs, tarniſhing 
her fame, and diſtracting her family with 
freſh diſquietudes, by an inconfiderate 
and very fatal conduct, though bleſſed 
_ the affection of a moſt amiable and 
| I - worthy 
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worthy man, to whom ſhe was united 
within the little ſpace of ſix months, her 
own inclination concurring with her mo- 
ther's wiſhes on that occaſion; yet ſhe ſuf. 
fers the levity of her temper to carry her 
far beyond the bounds of propriety in her 
attentions to Monſieur de Sangvere : the 
Marquis is not yet alarmed; he is ſlow to 
anger, but if ſhe ſhould rouſe his reſent. 
ment, I tremble for her, for myſelf, and 
all who are connected with her. This, 
my dear Edelfrida, I communicate to you, 
as to one intereſted in whatever befalls the 
Oſmond family, you will conſequently 
lament in filence over the frailty of one 
you might otherwiſe have faund reaſon to 
love as a ſiſter. You will nat be either 
{urpriſed or diſpleaſed to hear that I am 
charmed with your Couſin, Miſs Dudley, 
the warmth of affection with which ſhe 
talks of you, renders her doubly amiable 
in my opinion, and I flatter myſelf. the 
lame reaſon will give me a ſhare of her 
elteem. I hear Lady Dudley is in à de- 
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| clining ſtate of health; were ſhe in Hea- 
ven no one would have much cauſe to 
regret it, for by all accounts, nothing like 
Heaven can be found on or near the ſpot - 
of earth where ſhe reſides; her amiable 
daughter, notwithſtanding, has the merit 
of bearing her infirmities of temper with 
the utmoſt patience. Fame ſpeaks high- 
ly of Mr. Dudley in this neighbourhood, 

but he is ſtill abroad, fo that I have had 
no opportunity of judging whether juſtly 
or unjuſtly. Now as I muſt ere long 
cloſe my letter, let me conjure you to take 
it into conſideration whether or not you 
can, with ſatisfaction to your own feelings, 
quit your preſent abode and come to me 
at Walton Park, there to live with me 
as my friend and ſiſter; Lord and Lady 
Walton have repeatedly aſſured me it 
would give them the moſt lively pleaſure 
to receive you, and I hope it is needleſs to 
ſay how very happy it will make me: 
do then, my dear Edeltrida, if poſſible, 


indulge me; it is true, you would often 
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ſee Lord Oſmond, but why ſhould you 
not ſee him? I conſider him as your deſ- 
tined huſband; where, then, can be the 
impropriety of receiving his viſits in the 
midſt of your mutual friends? Reflect 
how much it is in your power to confer 
on us a favour, which, I truſt, would in 
no ways injure your own peace: you 
owe nothing to Lady Oſmond, ſhe has 
treated you unjuſtly and cruelly; if any 
thing is due to eſteem and friendſhip, we 
claim it; come, then, and pave the way 
by a little exertion now for- future feli- 
city ; but if your heart does not plead my 
cauſe, all I could urge would be of no 
effect; I, therefore, charge you to conſult 
it, and let its dictates fall ſpontaneouſly 
on paper, then let that paper be directed 
to one who will ever with pride and 
pleaſute prove herſelf, if you will give 
her aw your truly 
* Faithful, and affectivaite; 
HENRIETTA MoxTacus.” 
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CHAPTER LVIL 


"DELFRIDA had dwelt ſo long and 
ſo attentively on her letters, that the 
dinner bell rang ere ſhe had wiped away 
the drops of ſenſibility which ſtarted each 
moment into her eyes; the found which | 
ſummoned her into the dining parlour, | 
made her haſtily put the precious papers 
into a drawer, which ſhe locked to keep 
them ſacred from all eyes but her own, 
then trying to compoſe her. countenance 
and do away the traces of ſorrow which 
appeared on her cheeks, ſhe joined Lady 
Ruſhworth and Mr. Medway ; the latter 
talked to her of Madame de Vallville and 
Madame de Colange, and expreſſed him- 
ſelf much pleated with the former; even 
Lady Ruſhworth condeſcended to ſay, if 
ſome time hende there appeared nothing 
Eures ſne ſnould be 

glad 
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glad to cultivate an acquaintance with 
them; but having once reſolved not to ſee 
any company during the firſt year of her 
widowhood, ſhe was not to be induced to 
break the reſolution, even by the forlorn 
ſituation of two females, who ſeemed pecu- 
liarly to demand her attention as a neigh- 
bour, and the only one within their reach 
who could ſhew them any civilities. 
She defired Edelfrida to hint the reaſon 
why they were not invited to Ruſhworth 
Abbey, who, willing to place this neglect 
in as favourable a light as poſſible in or- 
der to ſpare the feelings of the neglected, 
promiſed to do ſo, and that very evening 
ſet out to pay them a friendly viſit. When - 
ſhe got to Ellwood, there appeared on 
the face of the perſon who opened her the 
door, a look of conſternation, far which 
ſhe had no means of accounting. She in- 
quired for Madame Vallville, and was 
anſwered, „That ſhe was extremely ill, 
« but Madame de Colange ſhould be in- 
formed that ſhe was come.” —Edelfrids - 
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then walked about the hall while the ſer- 
vant went up to tell of her being there, 
and almoſt immediately Madame de Co- 
lange came down to her, weeping and ex- 
claiming, * Oh, Mademoiſelle, my dear 
te child, my poor Adelaide is dying!“ 
« F hope not,” replied Edelfrida; «I hope 
« your fears have magnified her danger; 
«© what, my dear Madam, do you ap- 
“ prehend her complaint to be?” — 
« Oh, mon Dieu! a dreadful letter we 
« received to-day has killed her; we 
« ſhould have been gone, but ſhe is not 
ce able to move; ſhe is dying! ſhe is dy- 
« ing!” — Saying this, ſhe began to 
wring her hands and cry moſt bitterly : 
 Edelfrida was ſhocked and diſtreſſed; ſhe 
aſked the ſervant if any body had been 
ſent for, and found that ngthing of the 
kind had been thought of in the confu- 
fon ; ſhe then turned to the diſtracted 
Madame de Colange, and begged ſhe 
would fend: for a phyſician immediately, 
naming the one who had attended Mrs. 
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' Villers. © Ah, my dear creature,” cried 
ſhe, throwing her arms round her and 
weeping on her boſom, © inſtruct ſome- 
« body to fetch him, then; bid them fly, 
« or all will be over! you ſee how un- 
« happy J am, not to have thought of it 
« ſooner.” —Edelfrida then gave a direc- 
tion to Doctor Pierſon, ordering one of 
the ſervants, belonging to the farmer, to 
go with all ſpeed; this being done, ſhe 
aſked if ſne might not ſee Madame de Vall- 
ville? © Your preſence,” ſaid Madame 
de Colange, would delight her if ſhe 
ce was capable of feeling pleaſure, as it 
« js, ſhe will receive you, I know, -as'a 
« kind. friend who takes pity on her miſ- 
« forttines ; come, then, we will go to- 
« gether to her room; for my part, her 
« ſufferings have reduced me to deſpair; 
« I, could ftay no longer with her, but 
came out of her apartment to indulge 
« my grief. Madame de Colange talk- 
ed thus to Edelfrida as they aſceyded the 
ſtairs: ſhe then gently opened Madame de 
W4* Vall- 
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Vallville's room door, Edelfrida followed 
her in, and found her lying on her bed 
in a motionleſs ſtate of calm deſperation ; 
her eyes were fixed, her countenance 
ghaſtly, her hair diſhevelled, and her whole 
dreſs and appearance in the greateſt diſ- 
order imaginable. See!“ exclaimed Ma- 
dame de Colange, ©« ſee my ſweet Ade- 
& laide! O bleſſed virgin, what an object 
« ſhe is ! her intellects are deranged ! her 
« life is threatened ! what! what will be- 
come of me, miſerable wretch that I 
«am! who will comfort me when I loſe 
* my child !” here ſhe rung her hands and 
looked quite frantic.—Meanwhile Edel- 
frida approached the bed, and taking Ma- 
dame de Vallville's lifeleſs hand ſhe ſhed 
tears in filence on it, afflicted and amazed 
at the havock ſo ſhort a time had made in 
her beautiful form: God Heaven!” 
ſne ſoftly cried, „what dreadful event 
cc has thus reduced her? What muſt be 
« the contents of a letter which could at 
te once give ſo ſevere a blow to the life 
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« and ſenſes of this amiable woman? 
dhe addreſſed herſelf to no one in parti- 
cular, though Madame de Vallville's 
maid ſtood by her, and Madame de Co- 
lange was ſtill in the room, and on hear- 
ing her ſpeak, liſtened attentively, then 
ſtarting, ran into the next apartment, and 
returned, holding out a paper to Edelfrida, 
which ſhe incoherently told her was the 
fatal letter, and bid her read it: You 
ce will find in it,” ſaid ſhe, “the blow 
c which has ſtruck my poor niece to the 
« earth, which has completed our misfor- 
« tunes: O Heaven! why did I ever 
« conſent to their marriage! Edelfrida 
fearfully took the letter, and read the fol- 
lowing explanation of the calamity which 
had been ſo quick in its eee on 
. de Vallville: : 


 Mapamr, 
«© MONSIEUR de Vallville has en- 


joined me the unpleaſing taſk of acquaint- 
ing you with an event which will, I fear, 
E 5 give 
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give you much uneaſineſs; but as it is 
his wiſh to ſee you in London as ſoon as 
poſſible, after the receipt of this letter, I 
cannot refuſe his earneſt requeſt to write 
immediately to you; you will by this 
time conjecture that he is in no condition 
to write himſelf. I am ſorry to add, that 
he is confined to his bed by a wound re- 
ceived in a rencontre with a gentleman of 
the name of Evelyne, who has but too 
ſucceſsfully ſatiated the reſentment which 
urged him to call Monſieur de Vallville out; 
J hope I may aſſure you that the wounds 
are not mortal, but to pronounce decided- 
ty is impoſſible, though every attention 
ſhall be paid on my part to alleviate the 
pain and prevent the conſequence from 
being fatal. I have the honour to be 
employed as ſurgeon, and I truſt, Madam, 
you will have no cauſe to think me unin- 
tereſted or inattentive ; be aſſured my pa- 
tient ſhall receive all poſſible relief the 
nature of the caſe will admit. I ſhall not 
attempt to deſcribe the wound to you, I 
9 will 


. 
will only repeat Monſieur's particular 
deſire to ſee you as ſoon as you can be 
in town; in the mean time, Madam, rely 
on my unremitting care, and permit me 
to ſubſcribe myſelf 


Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
THrHoMas Murray.” 


When Edelfrida came to that part of 
letter where the name of Evelyne was 
mentioned as the antagoniſt, ſhe felt her- 
ſelf grow ſick; a ſenſation painful and 
acute took poſſeſſion of her mind, and 
ſhe exclaimed, © Oh, Heaven! can the 
e huſband of Madame de Vallville be the 
« lover . of Lady Julia, then !'—She 
ſcarcely knew that ſhe had uttered: any 
thing; but Madame de Colange catching 
eagerly at her words, cried out, What 
is it you mean? Can it be poſſible that 
« Monſieur de Vallville, my niece's huſ- 
« band, is treacherous, deſigning, and a 


* villain? Can he be the lover of any 
E 6 © Other 
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* other woman? If he is, Heaven will 
r pour down its juſt vengeance on his 
* head; the image of my innocent, in- 
ce jured Adelaide will haunt his dying 
« moments, and vupbraid him with his 
« perfidy; I, too, win bid him tremble and 
« curſe his falfehood; tell me, then, all 
« you know of this black affair, for I 
ec have ſuſpected things were not as they 
<« ſhould be, though the dear patient 
cc creature, who lies before us, never would 
« ſuffer me to ſay any thing againſt this 
*« deceit fulhuſband,” —Edelfrida, aware 
too late of the inconſiderate exprefiion 
ſhe had been ſurpriſed into, now endea- 
voured to recall it, and appeaſe the increa- 
ſing rage and indignation of Madame de 
Colange, who purſued the firſt impulſe 
of her reſentment with avidity : < Have 
. « patience, my dear Madam,” ſhe re- 
plied to this torrent of invective, © I was 
« wrong, I was miſtaken; 1 did not re- 
« fle& when I ſpoke, that the name of the 
«:gentleman whom I know to be the rival 


« of © 
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« of Eyelyne, is Villeneuf, not Vallville, 
« and, therefore,” —Madame de Colange 
interrupted her with vehemence, her face 
was diſtorted with grief and fury, con- 
tending for pre-erminence, and the uttered 
in the deep and hollow tone of revenge 
mingled with deſpair, Oh merciful 
« Heaven, it is the fame! it is the indi- 
« yidual Monſieur de Villeneuf who has 
« betrayed and abandoned my Ade- 
ce laĩde l“ Be calm, be compoſed,” 
cried Edelfrida, trembling with agitation 
herſelf, « we cannot at this diſtance com- 
« prehend it; let us not, then, kill this 
lovely, unfortunate woman with our 
« vain ſurmiſes; ſhould the recover ſuffi- 
« cieritly to attend to them, it will be time 
e enough for her to hear them when they 
e are no longer to be concealed; and of 
« this I can affure you, Monſieur de Vit 
« leneuf is ſo enflaved by the tyranny of 
ce his mother, that whatever appearances 
may be, he will no doubt be able to 
> clear up all myſtery to you, if you could 

once 
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de once get Madame de Vallville to Lon- 
ee don, which you will never effect if you 
hint your ſuſpicions to her in her weak 
ec and diſtreſſed ſtate.” —<© Ah, my amia- 
60 ble friend!“ exclaimed Madame de 
Colange, I would not for the world be 
* the cauſe of her affliction, no, I would 
- © rather die than give her a moment's 
e pain, be aſſured I would ; not a ſyllable 
&« ſhall eſcape my lips that might add to 
te her miſeries, though my boſom burit 
cc in concealing its doubts and fears: Oh 
ce my child ! ſhe continued, © how un- 
ce fortunate is it that we cannot inſtantly 
« ſet off to viſit thy wounded, perhaps 
e dying huſband, that we might hear from 
« himſelf whether or not he has injured 
« thee by any thoughts of uniting him- 
« ſelf to another: may the Holy Saints 
cc intercede for thy reſtoration ſpeedily, or 
< all will be loſt.” Thus ran on Madame 
de Colange, while Edelfrida more ſilently 
grieved over the unhappy ſtate of her 


amiable niece, impatiently waiting the ar- 
rival 


. . 
rival of Doctor Pierſon, which, however, 
could not be expected for at leaſt ſome 
hours, provided he ſet off ſor Ellwood the 
inſtant the meſſenger reached him. At 
length Madame de Vallville began flowly 
to ſhew ſome ſigns of returning recollec- 
tion; her eyes, though they had never 
been cloſed, had been fixed in a dead 
kind of ſtupidity, but now they ſeemed 
to recognize the objects around her; ſhe 
ſighed deeply and often, ere ſhe ſpoke, 
ſhe then murmured forth, O take me 
* to him! allow me, at leaſt, the ſad con- 
© ſolation of ſeeing him ere he dies!“ 
Edelfrida preſſed her hand, ſhe turned 
wich quickneſs ta look who it was, and 
inſtantly knowing her, ſhe burſt into tears 
and wept plentifully ; a moſt ſalutary re- 
lief to an overcharged heart: Edelfrida, 
rejoiced to ſee her tears, having herſelf 
experienced the timely flow of ſorrow, 
which otherwiſe might diſturb the ſeat of 
reaſon, When Madame de Vallville had 
exhauſted for that time that ſource which 
/ | | leſſens 
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leſſens the oppreſſion of pain and grief, 
ſhe exclaimed, Like the angel of peace 
& you come, my ſweet friend, to viſit the 
ce afflicted and pour conſolation into the 
* wounded boſom ! your prefence is 
e ſoothing, your kindneſs irreſiſtible; but, 
« alas! I am very unfortunate: Have 
te they told you the miſery which threat- 
« ens me?” —«< They have; replied 
Edelfrida, © but it does not by any means 
« appear to me ſo hopeleſs a caſe ; over- 
* powered by the firſt ſhock of an unex- 
ce pected misfortune, you have not been 
ce able to bear up againft the ride of ſor- 
te row which affailed you, but believe me, 
& T think you need not deſpair ; the let- 
ce ter which I have read does not ſeem to 
« me to warrant theſe terrible apprehen- 
© ſions. “ Do you, then, really, ſeriouſ- 
"I ly think I have any thing to hope?“ 
cried ſhe, with eagerneſs.—< I do, upon 
ce my word,” faid Edelfrida, . think 
ec you have every reaſon to hope.“ 
« You are my good genius! exclaimed 
| Ma- 
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Madame de Vallville, « You recall me 
« to life! you make me wiſh to live! 
« Oh, if I might dare to wiſh for your 
« ſupporting preſence on my journey, 1 
« believe I could ſet out this inſtant ; as 
te to my poor aunt, ſhe is too apprehenſive 
« to give me any comfort, yet her affec- 
« tion is truly maternal, and all her feats 
&© are on my account.“ Were 1 miſ- 
et treſs of my own time and actions,“ re- 
plied Edelfrida, © I would not heſitate in 
© complying with your wiſhes, as it is, I 
te can only offer you my fincere and fer- 
vent prayers for the reſtoration of Mon- 
« ſieur de Vallville, and your peace of 
mind, for it is not in my power to ac- 
e company you.“ 1 feared, ſaid the, 
ſorrowfully, ** that it was a comfort I 
« ought not to expect, believe me, how- 
ce ever, grateful for your prayers and good 
« wiſhes I truſt they will prove effec- 
ce tual,” —] truſt they will,” ſaid Edelfri- 
da, © if fincerity can give them any weight 
they are moſt truly ſincere,” I am 

«c con- 
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g convinced of it,” replied Madame de 
Vallville; © but tell me, my kind, con- 
ce ſoling friend, is it not dreadful to be 
« ſo far from a huſband who languiſhnes 
on the bed of ſickneſs at leaſt; who 


« wiſhes and expects me, and yet here am 
« I, confined by my weakneſs. and want 
ce of reſolution to bear calamity; indul- 
« ging my griefs at a fearful diſtance 
from the ſpot to which my duty and af- 
« fections call me? Do not agitate 
« yourſelf,” cried Edelfrida, « and in a 


« ſhort time you will, I have no doubt, 


be able to undertake the Journey ; in 
« the mean time, if you wiſh it, I will 


05 get Mr. Medway to write to the ſur- 
« geon, explain the cauſe of your delay, 
cc and bid him expect you as ſoon as you 


« can bear the fatigue of travelling; and 


« am alſo certain if you feel any inclina- 
« tion $0 ſee Mr. Medway. he will attend 
« you.” —*© You ſpare me the trouble,” 

returned ſhe, © of thinking what is right 
< and proper to be done; I ſhould, - 


« deed, 
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« deed, like to fee Mr. Medway, and if 
« he would write a few lines calculated to 
« relieve Vallville's fears on my account, 
te] ſhould be for ever obliged to him.”'— 
„ will inſtantly write a note to him, 
« then,” ſaid Edelfrida, but firſt let me 
« prepare you for the arrival of the phyſi- 
« cian whom I perſuaded Madame de 
« Colange to ſend for, ſhe having greatly 
« magnified the diſtreſs of your ſituation 
« and the ſtate you were thrown into by 
« her fears; however, there can be no 
ce harm in the advice of a ſkillful and hu- 
« mane. man, ſuch as I know Doctor 
« Pierſon to be; though you do not ſtand 
in the need of it I apprehended, from 
« what. I heard of you, on firſt entering 
the houſe.” —<© 1 thank you for your 
« care of me, ſaid Madame de Vall- 
ville, © and if the phyſician you propoſe - 
e to me can only enable me to ſet out a 
* few minutes ſooner, I ſhall greatly re- 
« ſpect his advice.“ 
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Edelfrida then left her to write a note 
to Mr. Medway, which ſhe did immedi- 
ately in the following words : 

« Dear SIR, 

« YOUR preſence can never be more 
acceptable than at this inſtant at Ellwood, 
and much as it is always deſired, it will no 
| Where be more gratefully received: on 
coming here this evening, I found Ma- 
dame de Vallville extremely ill, and Ma- 
dame de 'Colange conſequently in the 
greateſt alarm and diſtreſs ; the former 
is, however, happily better, and now able 
to attend to. your advice, which ſhe re- 
ſpectfully ſolicits through me; an unfor- 
tunate affair has plunged her into her pre- 
ſent diſorder of mind and body; ſhe 
Wiſhes to communicate it to you, and [ 
have ventured to aſſure her that you will 
not refuſe her the aſſiſtance of your coun- 
fel or the comfort of your attendance : 
you will not deem this too great a liberty 
in your ſincere and obliged, 

EpzklrRIDA DvDLEy. 


This 
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This note being diſpatched to Ruſh. 
worth Abbey, Mr. Medway, as Edelfri- 
da had expected, accompanied the ſer- 
vant back to Ellwood, and his arrival 
there was conſidered by Madame de Co- 
lange, as a fortunate circumſtance to her 
niece, over whom his profeſſional charac- 
ter muſt neceſſarily give him no ſmall in- 
fluence. Edelfrida feeling very ſenſibly 
his worthineſs and reſpect, which was due 
more to the virtues and benevolence of the 
man than to the prieſt, received him with 
unfeigned ſatisfaction, hoping that he 
would be able to ſuggeſt to Madame de 
Vallyille, what would calm her griefs and 
give her courage and patience to ſu ſtain 
them. The ſurgeon's letter was immedi- 
ately ſhewn to him, and all the leading cir- 
cumſtances fully explained; he then de- 
fired to ſee Madame de Vallville, to whom 
he ſpoke words of conſolation and viſ- 
dom, ſtrengthened by the mildeſt manners, 
and the moſt unaffected ſeriouſneſs; their 
| I diſe. 
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diſcourſe was long and intereſting, and 


ere Doctor Pierſon reached Ellwood, his 


intended patient ſeemed relieved of the 
load of violent affliftion which had 
brought on her diſorder. Mr. Medway, 
by the direction of the Doctor, wrote to 
Mr. Murray, mentioning the indiſpoſi- 
tion his letter had created in Madame de 
Vallville, and promiſing for her, that in 


the courſe of two days ſhe would be on 


her way to London. 

Edelfrida, with Mr. Medway's conſent, 
ſtaid all night at Ellwood, as did alſo Dr. 
Pierſon, whoſe preſcriptions proved very 
ſalutary to his patient; ſhe reſted beyond 
their expectations, and in the morning ap- 
peared little more than weak and languid. 
She was, however, prevailed upon to de- 
fer her journey till the following day; in 
the mean time her phyſician took his 
leave, Mr. Medway renewed his viſit, and 
Edelfrida aſſiſted Madame de Colange to 
1 for their departure early the next 

9 morn- 
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morning, being herſelf impatient to have 
them gone, on ſuch an important occaſion, 
though their ſociety was a great loſs to 
her. 
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CHAPTER LIX. 


1— next moraing, then, a Carriage 
came to'Ellwood to convey the two 
ladies one ſtage on their way to London ; 
Madame de Vallville, whoſe ſpirits had 
been ſo greatly ſhocked and harraſſed, was 
now low and dejected, yet her own griefs 
did not make her unmindful of what ſhe 
owed to the active friendſhip of Edelfrida, 
who was ſtill with her, and who as briefly 
as poſſible, explained to her why ſhe made 
a point of not having her name mention- 
ed, ſhould chance throw Madame de 
Vallville into the way of any of the Oſ- 
mond family. She, however, earneſtly 
requeſted that ſhe might receive early in- 
telligence of the travellers, hoping for a 
happy termination of an affair which more 


deeply intereſted her than ſhe could ex- 
| plain; 


TwJ 
plain, not chuſing to alarm Madame de 
Vallville's fears unneceſſarily with any 
hint of her huſband's ſituation reſpecting 
Lady Julia Oſmond, believing, that if 
alive, he would himſelf clear up what ap- 
peared myſterious to them in his con- 
duct. Both aunt and niece embraced 
_ Edelfrida with a grateful warmth, la- 
mented their ſeparation from her, and 
promiſed themſelves ſome not very diſtant 
opportunity of returning to her the many 


acts of kindneſs and attention which ſhe - 


| had beſtowed on them; they wept as they 

received her good wiſhes for their happi- 
neſs, and again embracing her, got into 
the chaiſe, and were ſoon out of ſight of 
Ellwood. Edelfrida ſtill remained fixed 
to the ſpor, for many minutes after all 
found of the carriage was loſt; at length, 
deeply ſighing, ſhe once more turned her 
face toward Ruſhworth Abbey.—She had 
now another cauſe of anxiety and uneaſi- 
neſs, the fate of Lady Julia and Evelyne 
filled her with a lively emotion, and the 
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ignorance ſhe muſt remain in what it 
might be, for a conſiderable time, added 
the reſiſtleſſn eſs of impatience. to every 
other pain: for the friends too, from 
whom ſhe was juſt parted, ſhe experienced 
the moſt ſincere concern; and though ſhe 
was angry in her own mind at Monſieur 
de Villeneuf for carrying on a farce which 
had tormented the amiable Lady Julia 

Ao long, ſhe could not but think his pu- 
niſhment was at leaſt adequate to his of- 
fence, though he ſhould recover: ſhe be- 
lieved his Mother, from all which ſhe had 
heard of her, was the fole cauſe of all 
theſe misfortunes—to her then, and to 
Lady Oſmond, ſhe attributed all the evils 
which had befallen the Villeneufs, Lord 
Oſmond, his ſiſter, and herſclf : her ut- 
moſt ſtock of benevolence, good nature, 
and charity, was therefore inſufficient to 
make her regard them with any ſenti- 
ments but thoſe of horror and deteſtation, 
as the bane of all happineſs, the deſtruc- 
tion of all comfort, Full of theſe ideas, 
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ſhe re- entered Lady Ruſhworth's man- 
ſion, more than ever mortified at her 
confinement to a place which afforded 
not, to a diſpoſition like her's, any ſource 
ol pleaſure or conſolation. 
For ſeveral. ſucceeding days, ing 
could be more gloomy than her ideas, 
nor more dreary than her ſituation; the 
weather was ſo bad, that ſhe could not 
ſtir out, and all within appeared eveſſy 
inſtant leſs ſupportable; for Mr. Medway, 
whoſe converſation, though in general too 
grave and ſerious to pleaſe Edelfrida for 
long together, was now ſo much oc- 
cupied in ſettling ſome affairs belonging to 
Lady Ruſhworth and her family, that he 
could devote a ſmall part only of the day 
to the ſociety of his ſiſter and his ward, 
which proved to the latter the value of 
what ſhe had frequently found fatiguing, 
his company. Lady Ruſhworth was the 
dulleſt woman upon earth in converſation; 
from that extreme caution with which ſhe 
* and guarded every word ſhe ut- 
F 2 | tered ; ; 
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tered ; Edelfrida'was, therefore, com- 
_ Pletely weary of the days the was com- 
pelled to ſpend with no other companion, 
At length it was Sunday, and ſhe pre- 

pared to go to church, hoping to meet 
Captain Mandeville there, not having 
ſeen him ſince he had given her the let- 
ters: ſhe was, however, diſappointed, 
Mr. Ainſdale came alone; and. during 
He time of the ſervice, to which ſhe could 
not much attend, ſhe was wondering what 
could be the reaſon that Mandeville did 
not accompany him; when it was over, 
Mr. Ainſdale came up to her, and pre- 
ſented her with a letter, which he inform- 
ed her his friend had left in his care, to be 
delivered into her own hand, he being 
himſelf called ſuddenly to London, If 
& it requires any anſwer,” continued he, 
« I ſhall be happy to forward it, or to re- 
i ceive any commands you will honour = 
me with.” —Edelfrida thanked him for 
his obliging offer, and ſaid, © She would 
* trouble him, if ſhe found it neceſſary, 
40 to 
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ta reply to Mr. Mandeville's note, 
« which, however, ſhe concluded. was 
« merely pour prendre conge ;” then look- 
ing impatient to examine the contents, 
he bowed, and left her to do ſo; though 
this ſacrifice to civility ſeemed to coſt 
him an effort, for it was too evident that 
Edelfrida's - charms had made an impreſ- 
fion on him, he wiſhed not to efface; fo. 
apt are people in love to ſeck the evil | 
which conſumes them, rather than fly 
from'it; and by exerting a timely reſolu - 
tion overcome the malady which preys 
upon their happineſs; ſo ſweer and ſubtle 
is the poiſon extracted from that fountain; 
which few have had the prudence not to 
taſte, and at which ſome have drunk too 
deeply. er | 

Whetr Edelfrida was alone, ſhe broke 
open letter, which contained as fol- 
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„AM compelled to bid adieu to 
Yorkſhire without ſeeing you, -fince that 
is a pleaſure I can only enjoy @ la derobee. 
A letter juſt received, conveys to me the 
tidings of an event which may prove of 
the utmoſt importance to both our future 
death of which I write, yet we loſe no 
partial friend; by his unexpected viſit ; 
on the contrary, in the grave of Lady 
Dudley we may bury our reſentments for 
paſt injuries, ſince on her part all animo- 
fities are at an end. Our dear Maria was 
too much ſhocked to write herſelf, [ have 
therefore a few lines only from her maid, 
defiring me to acquaint you with the 
death of her mother; you ſhall hear far- 
ther from me when I have informed my- 
ſelf of thoſe things, it is of conſequence to 
me, and alſo to you, that I ſhould diſco- 
ver; Sir Edward's diſpoſitions towards us 


being the att and moſt material. If 
Maria 
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Maria has influence to obtain his conſent. 
to our marriage at a proper time, ſhe-will, 
no doubt, exert the ſame: power to recall 
her amiable Couſin; and I hope, Edel- 
frida, you will not be ſo prodigal of the 
good allotted you, as to throw any portion 
of it away: you muſt neceſſarily be hap · 
pier at Dudley Park than at Ruſhworth 
Abbey, and the protection of your own 
family may poſſibly remove the objection 
LadyOſmond has conjured up to your union 
with her ſon. This conſideration alone 
ſhould induce you to wave all recollection 
of the paſt, or if you remember it at all, 
provided your Uncle is now willing to 
ſhew himſelf intereſted in your welfare 
you ſhould place it to an account which is 
completely cancelled. But why ſhould 
I ſuppoſe that you would not joyfully re- 
turn to the friendſhip and ſociety of your 
affectionate Maria? Vou will naturally 
conclude that my anxiety will not ſuffer 
me to remain at ſo great a diſtance from 
2 ſpot where my happineſs is depoſited; 
F 4 if 
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if F am not too ſanguine, it will ere * 
be committed into own keeping; for I 
ſincerely believe Lady Dudley was the 
principal ſpring. of all the movements in 
her family, and while ſhe had lived, I 
never ſhould have had the molt ſecble 
hope of being united to her daughter; 
to affect any concern for her death would, 
therefore, be abſurd in the extreme, nei- 
ther can you nor Maria juſtly feel any 
grief on the occaſion. Death is always 
ſerious, whether it robs us of a friend, or 
relieves us from an enemy, and to the 
firſt ſhock we naturally yield the tribute 
of a ſigh, but that over, we muſt rejoice 
at being freed from one whoſe unfortunate 
and violent temper poiſoned all our hap- 
pincſs. 
« So far I ſhall 1 to Maria's ſorrow, 
and then I ſhall expect the reward of my 
patience, which has been ſeverely erer- 
cifed ; my attachment, ſhe ſhall prove, is 
ſuperior to time or circumſtance, 1 


mean to give this in charge to Ainſdale, 
who 
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who will ſee you to-morrow moſt proba- 
bly at church. Seriouſly, Edelfrida, you 
have wounded the heart of the divine, but 
be merciful, and do not repeat the blow, 
unleſs you intend to leave the abſent Oſ- 
mond to his fate, and take up your reſi- 
dence for a conſtancy in the neighbour- 
hood of your prefent temporary abode. 
You may ſafely entruſt your ſlave with 
your commands, if you have any to ſend 
me; he will thank you for an opportunity 
of drinking the “ delicious poiſon from 
« thine eye,” though certain death is in 
the draught. I hope ſoon to ſee you, 
though in fable, yet reſtored to happi- 
neſs and yourſelf once more; in the mean 
time, court back the roſes, the lilies pre · 
vail too much at preſent; L'Allegro is 
more becoming and more natural to your 
features than I Penſeroſo ; bid © loathed” 
« melancholy hence,” then with all 
ſpeed reſume your wonted character. | 


Fs e Adieu! 
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Adieu! mon ami, I go to promote 
your intereſt along with my own, and 

ſhall « ever faichfully remain your ſincere 
| ] r r W. mene 


The contents of, Mandeville“ 8. . 
were not peruſed with indifference by 
Edelfrida; a ſudden and violent {palm 
ſhot acroſs. her breaſt, when he mention- 
ed death, then named Lady Dudley—ta 
rejoice, her nature forbade ; to grieve, ſhe 
had little cauſe, for to the fierceneſs and 
implacability of her Ladyſhip's temper, 
ſne might juſtly lay all her misfortunes 
and mortifications ; the moment, how- 
ever, that ſhe found ſhe was no more, 
all remembrance of the cruel treatment 
ſhe had experienced from her was buried 
in her grave; and if ſhe did not weep over 
an event, awful in contemplation to the 
moſt thoughtleſs, ſhe yet felt a mournful 
ſenſation ſteal on her mind: when ſhe got 
home, ſhe retired to her room, to reflect 
on the change which would probably 

take 
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take place in her uncle's family a change 


which could not but be favourable to her, 
at any rate, notwithſtanding which, ſne 


could not for her ſdul feel pleaſure in the 


expectation, though ſhe had long lan- 
guiſhed for her friend Maria's loved ſo- 
ciety, and was heartily ſick of living under 


the ſame roof with Lady Ruſhworth. 
Mr. Medway ſhe reſpected, but ſhe coul 


by no means put him in competition with 
her other friends: here then the tender- 
neſs and ſenſibility of heart diſplayed itſelf 
ia the moſt amiable light; Lady Dudley, 
well and alive, was an object of her 
warmeſt reſentment, but conſigned to the 
tomb, ſhe thought of her only with feel. 
ing and compaſſion, that ſuch had been. 
her life, her death would probably 
be wholly unlamented. Theſe! reflec- 
tions occupied her for the remainder of 
the day; ſhe kept them, however, to her- 


ſelf, becauſe as ſhe could not tell how ſne 


came by her intelligence, ſhe was under 
the neceſſity of appearing ignorant of the 
F 6 event. 
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event. Full of the idea, ſhe went to bed, 
and dreamt of being happily. reſtored to 
her Uncle's favour and protection, of con- 
riage with Mandeville, and of proſpects 
bright and flattering; on waking next 
morning, ſhe felt almoſt diſappointed to 
find herſelf ſtill an inhabitant of the ſame 
gloomy manſion ſhe had been a priſoner 
in, ſor a term, which, though not long in 
itſelf, yet appearing an age to her imagi- 
nation: her thoughts this day took a dif- 
ſanguine expectations of a ſpeedy; change 
of ſituation; her heart felt lightened of 
part of its weight, her ſpirits recovered a 
little of their former tone, and from be- 
ing received at Dudley Park in the man- 
ner moſt agrerable to her feelings, ſhe 
made a quick tranſition in idea, from the 
calm pleaſures of friendſhip, to thoſe of 
love and Oſmond. , If Sir Edward hence- 
| . forth treated her as his Niece, ſhe thought 
1 _ Oſmond might be prevailed upon 
1 2 to 
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to withdraw her prohibition, and chen, 
Oh! the diſtant view of ſuch felicity was 
almoſt more than her ſenſes could en- 
dure; yet ſhe dwelt on it till it became 
ſon of the fancy, which might never be 
realized. She was undetermined whe- 
ther or not to write to Maria, or ait to 
hear from her; at length ſhe reſolved 
on the former, and in the courſe of the 
day finiſhed a letter, which ſhe intended 
to give to Mr. Ainſdale, and beg him to 
incloſe it to Mandeville; for this purpoſe, 
as ſhe was only certain of ſeeing him on 
Sundays, ſhe ſet out to walk towards the 
place of his abode, hoping in ſome of her 
rambles to meet with him, © before the 
time ſhe might depend upon it. Always 
impatient to execute the ſchemes ſhe had 
formed, ſhe ſallied forth on Monday af 
ternoon, and on the edge of the moor, 
about a mite and a half from Ruſhworth 
Abbey, ſhe had the good fortune to en- 

counter Mr. Ainſdale, who, probably, had 
__ I the 
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the ſame deſign in ſtrolling by himſelf, 
though not the ſame' reaſon for the de- 
fign : if he. had flattered himſelf with 
meeting Edelfrida, it was with no other 
view than the gratification he received 
from looking at, and liſtening to her, a 
gratification, however dangerous, he could 
not withſtand. : The inſtant he beheld 
her at a diſtance, he flew. to her, and ad- 
dreſſed her with a countenance whereon 
was written the delight of his heart; his 
expreſſions were ſuch only as any 
other man, leſs enamoured, would 
have uſed on ſuch an occaſion, but the 
tone of his voice fufficiently denoted 
the ſentiment ſne had innocently and un- 
deſignedly inſpired him with: ſhe returned 
his civilities with a little embarraſſment, 
on perceiving that Mandeville's jeſt was 
but too ſerious; for though ſhe had for- 
merly made no ſcruple of coquetting with 
a Mr. Martin, ſhe was rather grieved than 
flattered to obſerve: ſymptoms of a grow - 
ing paſſion, in a man of worth and ſenti- 
ment, which it was wholly out of her 

power 
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happy in the enjoyment of her company 
and conyerſation; Mr. Ainſdale ſwallow- 
ed large: draughts of love; as he gazed, 
and dwelt on the harmony of her accents; 
he offered to ſhew her a pleaſanter path 
by which ſne might return to Ruſhworth 
Abbey, and begged to have the honour 
of attending her part of the way; ſhe 
could not refuſe without rudeneſs, beſides 
which, ſhe wanted a fair opportunity to 
preſent itſelf for giving him the letter, 
not caring to acknowledge that ſhe came 
out purpoſely in the hope of meeting 
him: ſhe tried to introduce the ſubject of 
Mandeville's haſty departure, nothing 
could be more apropos; and Mr. Ainſdale 
readily. joined in it; then colouring a, 
little, and heſitating a good deal, ſhe. 
drew a letter from her pocket, ſaying, 
Lou were ſo obliging, Sir, to offer me 
* a, conveyance for my reply to Captain 
*© Mandeville's note, ſhould-I find it ne- 

4 ear to write one, will you now per- 
« mit 
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mit me to claim the promiſe? — 
« ter is directed for Miſs Dudley; but 
cc jf you have the goodneſs to encloſe 1 ie to 
e your friend, I can depend on its being 
« ſafely delivered.” —* With the greateſt 
* pleaſure in the world,“ returned he, <<] 
am too happy, Madam, to be honoured 
a by any command of yours. Edel- 
frida curtſied, and at that inftant, while 
yer he held the letter in his hand, and was 
ſpeaking full as much with his eyes as 
witkr his mouth, a ſervant from Ruſh- 
worth Abbey paſſed them; he could 
not have heard what was ſaid, but he 
muſt have ſeen the whole tranſa&ion, 
which, fimple as it really was, from Edel- 
frida's blufhes, and Mr. Ainſdale's manner, 
might appear very different ; ſhe ſtarted 
on ſeeing the ſervant, vexed to have been 
ſo ſurprized by him, becauſe if he report- 
ed it on his return home, which ſhe had 
no doubt but he would, Lady Ruſhworth 
and Mr. Medway would be perſuaded it 


vas a clandeſtine appointment. Mr, 
| Ainſdale 
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Ainſdale perceiving her chagrin at this 
little accident, did all in his power deli- 
cately to remove it; he exerted himſelf to 
entertain her, and ſueceeded ſo well, that 
ere he took his leave of her, ſhe had for- 
gotten the circumſtance which had indu- 
ced her to wiſh ſhe had not met him at 
all: nor on her arrival at the Abbey was 
ſhe reminded of it, for not a ſyllable paſſed 
which- could give her any cauſe to ſappoſe 
the ſervant had mentioned it. Lady 
Ruſhworth and Mr. Medway appeared as 
uſual; they ſupped together, and after- 
wards, at the accuſtomed hour ſeparated; 
o that ſtre thought no more of the mo- 
mentary vexation, but the next evening 
again ſet out to-walk alone, as ſhe waswont 
to do: the firſt path that preſented itſelf 
was the one ſhe choſe, having nothing in 
view but exerciſe and the indulgence of 
eſcaping Lady. Ruſhworth's unintereſting 
and dull converfation. Having purſued 
the round near a mile, ſhe came to a cot- 
tage, the neatneſs af which attracted her 

attention, 
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attention and ſhe ſtood ſtill to admire it, 
thinking how happily ſhe could ſpend her 
days under the humble roof, with Of- 
mond for a protector and friend, had his 
lot been leſs exalted; a little garden 
was in front, and an orchard ſheltered 
it on the back; it was ſituated in a ſmall 
fertile valley, watered by a clear bubbling 
ſtream; it was romantic and ſequeſtered, 
and exactly ſuited to Edelfrida's ideas of 
rural felicity, and, in her imagination, ſhe 
had decked the dwelling and its ruſtic in- 
habitants with every thing which could 
compriſe happineſs; but, alas, how delu- 
five; are appearances !' She was quickly 
convinced ſhe had never been more miſ- 
taken in her life; for preſently a middle- 
aged woman, whoſe appearance correſ- 
ponded very well with the outſide of the 
habitation, came out, crying bitterly ; ſhe 
did not perceive Edelfrida, ſo much was 

ſhe engaged by her affliction, but ſhe ſat 
down on a bench by the door, and leaning 
her elbows upon her knees, remained in a 
3 ſtate 


1 

ſtate of the moſt moving grief, which ſhe 
apparently came out to indulge. 
Edelfrida obſerved her with a tender 
ſympathy, and though ſhe did not ſeem to 
call for any pecuniary aſſiſtance from the 
ſemblance of poverty, either about her 
perſon or dwelling, yet the generous im- 
pulſe of compaſſion which ever ſprung 
from the heart of the fair orphan, i who 
had herſelf | experienced ſuch various 
changes from happineſs to miſery, made 
her eager to ſooth, if poſſible, the ſor- 
rows of her fellow creatures. She there- 
fore approached this poor afflicted wo- 
man, gently opening a ſmall gate which 
led to the door of the cottage; the ſound 
of it rouſed the mourner, and ſhe raiſed 
her head to look who might enter, when, 
on ſeeing a ſtranger of 1ſo- captivating a 
figure, ſhe haſtily aroſe, wiped away her 
tears with her apron, 1d od in mute 

aſtoniſhment. ' | 
Edelfrida feeling for the eee ſhe 
hd dene her, ſaught to offer her the re- 
compence 


n — 
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compence of kindneſs.— I fear,” ſaid 


6 ] 


ſhe, in a voice calculated to win attention, 
fear I have diſturbed you, my good 
« woman, inſtead of, as I intended, af. 
<« fording you ſome conſolation. under the 
« ſorrow I have witneſſed accidentally.” 
The woman curtſied and replied, © God 
but, alas, I fear I muſt never expect 
eee again!“ “ Hope 
b ”. returned Edeltrida, gently, 
8 are few evils which do not admit 
© of ſome alleviation and comfort, and 


& ſurely your misfortunes. cannot be of 


chat number which do not.. When 
« death, Madam, is our only hope, cried. 
ſhe, “ we are loath to-think it a comfort, 
though God knows, I cannot wiſh her 
Here ſhe wept again. 


« to live. 
«© Who,” faid Edelſrida, © is it, that you 
« think ſo wretched, as to conſider death 


ee a bleſſing? “ I beg pardon, Madam, 
teplied the poor woman, I had forgot 


A you did not know ;/ _ 
5 EC 
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« dalle, my unfortunate Sally, 
« Hes within ſo ill, and ſo — 
« jt almoſt kills me to look at her, and 
« hear her mourn.” Have you had 
« any advice for her? demanded Edel- 
frida. What is her diforder ??Y O ſure, 
ſaid the woman, we have had every 
« thing done for her by the doors they 
« could do, but they told us ker diſorder 
« was a decline, and not to be cured.” —- 
« Poor thing!” ſighed Edelfrida, © and 
© her ſufferings are great, you ſay ?”— 
« Ah, Madam!“ exclaimed ſhe, © her 
« ſufferings are indeed great, for ſhe has 
« brought herſelf to this end, and heaped 
« ſorrow on her parents, by taking evil 
ways; but God forgive her, ſhe is peni- 
tent enough, and prays fervently to be 
« releaſed; for my part, it breaks my 
heart to think of her miſeries.” —** You 
ſooth and comfort your penitent 
* child, my good woman,” faid Edelfrida, 
you do not upbraid her with paſt errors, 

© or ſharpen. the ſting of a-felf-accuſing 
| mind 
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m=_ 
* mind. by any unkindneſs? Oh no," 
cried the diſtreſſed mother, I try all ! 
can to comfort her, Heaven knows. 
J believe you, returned Edelfridz, 
<« you ſeem tender and compaſſionate, and 
cc your unfortunate child will bleſs you in 
te her dying moments for it. — . Would 
te you have the goodneſs to ſee her, 


Madam?“ replied the woman, © you 
cc. could talk better to her than we can, 


© and it would be a kind * n her 
« little more eaſ . „ 
Edeltrida, with all her ERA never in 
* life ſhrunk from any taſk, however 
painful, by which ſhe had the proſpect 
of giving a moment's relief to others; ſhe 
therefore; without heſitation, went into the 
houſe, where, in a little inner room, ſhe 
found the poor invalid a diſmal ſpectacle 


indeed of the wages of ſickneſs and ſor- 


row; the was reclining on a clean, though 
ſnabby bed, her cloaths were neat, 
though homely, but her fallow ſkin 
ſeemed ſtretched over bones which were 
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on the point of ſtarting through! it; her 
eyes were black, prominent, and fierce 
looking, her cheeks hollow, and her eoun- 
tenance full of ghaſtly horror; her mo- 


ther, who went vp to) her firſt,” ſaid, 


« Sally, my love, here is a lady kindly 
« come to ſee you.”—She then turned 
her eyes full upon Edelfrida, who almoſt 
ſhuddered at the look, but the ap- 
proached her, and gently inquired, how 
« ſhe felt herſelf.” —© Very bad, indeed,“ 
ſhe replied, in a murmuring voice, „ but 
« no worſe, Madam; than I deſerve, God 

« knows.” Edelfrida was obliged to 


turn away her face to conceal her tears. 


Does ſhe ſhed tears for me?” exclaim- 
ed this unfortunate young woman, with 
quickneſs, addreſſing herſelf to her mo- 
ther. —< She does,” replied her mother, 
© ſhe'is ſo good to pity my poor Sally. — 
Heaven reward her,“ cried Sally, with 
a momentary enthuſiaſm, and clapping 
her hands together ; © Oh, Madam 
continued ſhe; turning to Edelfrida, « you 

« look 
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* look tao good and innocent to know 
any thing of what the guilty ſuffer, yet 
« you can pity; tell me, on my knees l 
« beg,” and ſhe with difficulty raiſed her- 
— her knees, will chere be any 


6 metcy, any pardon for a wretch who has 

c covered her honeſt parents with ſhame, 
* and herſelf with guile? Will God above 
« forgive ſuch crimes, or muſt I] deſ- 
« pair? Oh, no!” exclaimed Edel- 
frida, never deſpair, God is merciful as 
« wellasjuſt, andyouarepenitent, becom- 
* forted then.” She could not proceed, 
tears choaked-all utterance : the mother 
and her unhappy daughter wept too, but 
they were tears of ſenſibility, not of bitter- 
neſs, for to them Edelfrida appeared as an 
Angel, pouring forth words of the ſweet- 
eſt mercy and conſolation. When ſhe 
could a little recover herſelf, ſhe aſked if 
it would not give Sally much ſatisfaction 
to converſe with a clergyman, whoſe duty 
it was to clear up all doubts, and-ſpeak 

— 


« Indeed 


[ui 

ee Indeed it would,” replied Sally; C do 
« then, my dear mother, pray Mr. Ainſ- 
« dale to come to me, he is very charita · 
« ble and good, I know he will not refuſe 
me.“ I am convinced he will not,” 
ſaid Edelfrida; © do. acquaint him with 
© poor Sally's deſire, Iam ſure ſhe will 
receive much comfort from his inſtruc- 
tions. As ſoon as ever my ſon 
« comes in, I will ſend him to Mr. 
« Ainſdale,” replied the mother, and I 
« dare ſay he will come. Egelfrida now 
inquired whether Sally wanted any thing 
to render her relief to her bodily pains, 
and ſhe was anſwered, that they did 
pretty well in that reſpect; but ſhe thought 
perhaps their modeſty might prevent their 
aſking, or intimating that they were in 


need of aſſiſtance; ſhe therefore put a 


guinea into Sally's hand, and © deſired her 


« acceptance of it, for any trifle ſhe 


might have a fancy for.“ Both Sally 
and her mother were thankful to the great- 
eſt degree; they poured forth their ac- 
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 Kknowledgements in tears and prayers for 
her happineſs: ſhe now roſe to return 
home, promiſing to. call the next morn- 
ing to inquire after them ; pleaſed with 
having ſuggeſted what ſhe hoped would 
conſole the dying penitent, and ſatisfied 
in having done an act of humanity, ſhe 
returned: to Ruſhworth Abbey with a ſoft 
melancholy on her ſpirits, the refult of the 
ſcene ſhe had juſt left. Knowing Lady 
Ruſhworth had little feeling or compaſ- 
ſion for any of her frail fellow creatures, 
ſhe only mentioned having accidentally 
been introduced into a. fick room at the 
cottage, which ſhe deſcribed; her Lady- 
hip immediately knew the people were 
ndt of the Catholic faith, therefore did 
not think them fit objects of her pity ; 
ſhe only coolly ſaid, che was ſorry, and 
the ſubject dropped. Mr. Medway not 
being preſent, and Edelfrida did not re- 
new it before him, becauſe ſhe knew, 
though his benevolence was by-no means 
_ confined within the narrom limits of his own 

1 * church, 
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church, that his attendance on the invalid 
would not be deſired, ſhe being a Pro- 
teſtant. The next evening, according to 


promiſe, ſhe once more took the path to 


the cottage, and on arriving there, found 
that Mr. Ainſdale was then praying by poor 
Sally; Edelfrida therefore, not to diſturb 
them by talking in the houſe, ſtood in the 
garden for a few minutes, meaning to leave 
the place for that night, ere Mr. Ainſdale 
came out of the ſicx room; but the poor 
mother had ſo much to ſay, that ſhe 


could not cut her ſhort in her ſtory, by 


which means ſhe was detained till Mt. 


Ainſdale came out, a thing ſhe wiſhed 


much to have avoided. On ſeeing her, 
his countenance, which was grave before, 
inſtantly became animated with a ſudden 
Joy, and he approached her and ſaid, «TI 
« was convinced it was Miſs Dudley the 
ce moment I heard this good woman and 
© her daughter ſpeak of the angel who had 
viſited them.” 
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Little merit is due to me,” replied 
Edel fr ida, half ſmiling; «accident brought 
te me hither, common humanity urged 
e me to offer all the conſolation in my 
« power to the afflicted.” —< How ſel- 
dom do the afflifted hear the voice of 
« compaſſion in ſuch ſoothing, ſuch hea- 
ce venly accents!” returned he, with the 
warmeſt admiration in his look and man- 
ner, how ſeldom does humanity wear 
4 ſo bright a form !'—<1 am ſorry,” 
ſaid Edelfrida, gravely, © you think hu- 
te manity. and compaſſion ſuch rare quali- 
« ties, ſurely they merit not ſuch praiſe : 
c here, Sir,” added ſhe, it is your duty, 
te as I doubt not it is entirely your incli- 
ce nation, to exhibit the virtues you ad- 
cc mire, with that efficacy which may 

e give them value to the poor ſufferer 
within; you will ſpeak peace to her 
e troubled mind.. I hope fo,” re- 
turned he, © in all things I mult ever 
< wiſh to juſtify your good opinion; in 

« the 


1 185 J 
« the preſent caſe, I am very ſeriouſly 
. 7 
« anxious to calm the fears and ſor- 
« rows of this unfortunate young wo- 


© man ;” he then bowed and diſappeared. 


6 ] 
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F CHAPTER LX. 


FROM this evening Edelfrida fre- 
quently viſited the cottage, and 
ſometimes met Mr. Ainſdale there, whoſe 
attentions were not thrown away on poor 
Sally ; ſhe became each day more calm 
and reſigned, and was greatly comforted 
by that hope of pardon which was point- 
ed out to her as the happy conſequence of 
her penitence : Edelfrida's preſence, too, 
ſeemed to contribute ſo largely to the peace 
of her cloſing life, that ſhe could not re- 
fuſe her the ſatisfaction, though ſhe was 
fully ſenſible of the impropriety of throw- 
ing herſelf into Mr. Ainſdale's way, who, 
while he poured the balm of conſolation 
from the fountain of truth upon the ſoul of 
the dying, found himſelf fo facinated by 
an carthly object, as to loſe ſight each mo- 
ment of a part of that portion of happi - 
; neſs 
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neſs which had originally been aſſigned 
him; the nouriſhment of an hopeleſs paſ- 
ſion was death to his repoſe, yet he would 
have lamented a loſt opportunity of ſeeing 
and converſing with Edelfrida, acquainted 
as he was that her deſtiny and his were 
never intended to unite ; for Mandeville, 
in order to preſerve his friend from the 
almoſt certain effect ef ſuch uncommon 
charms, had told him Edelfrida's hiſtory, 
in which her engagement to Lord Of- 
mond made a principal figure. About 
this time a letter from Madame de Vall. 
ville was- delivered to Edelfrida, which 
breathed the very fpirit of gratitude and 
friendſhip ; ſhe mentioned having per- 
formed her journey to town in ſafety, and 
ſaid, that it had been her good fortune to 
find Monfieur de Vallville much better 
than ſhe had dared to flatter herſelf; ſhe 
then proceeded thus : 


« Ah, my amiable Miſs Dudley! you 
can form as yet but a faint idea of the 
64 feel- 


* 
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feelings which agitated my heart, on be- 


ing thus reſtored, under ſuch inauſpicious 
circumſtances, to a huſband, for whom I 
had braved every evil in life; to find him, 
though as I was aſſured out of danger, 
yet confined to his bed, pale, dejected, and 
unhappy. I am certain you would have 
pitied me, you would have felt for my 
ſituation ; a ſtranger, a foreigner, a weak 
and timid woman, called upon at once to 
act for herſelf in the moſt important cri- 
ſis of her fate; for my Vallville informed 
me that I muſt prepare myſelf to ſee 
his mother, and 'endeavour to ſoften her 
reſentment ; he had tried in vain; for 
when ſhe viſited him as ſhe ' ſuppoſed for 
the laſt time, after he was carried .to his 
lodging wounded and almoſt expiring, 
he then thought it a proper time to 
acquaint her with the ſecret of his mar- 
riage, which, till that moment, he never 
had the reſolution to do, too well know- 
ing the violence of her temper, and dread- 


ing her reſentment. She heard him tell 
| the 
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the unhappy tale without interrupting 
him, but her countenance informed him 
what he had to expect; when he ceaſed 
ſpeaking, ſne upbraided him in the bit- 
tereſt terms, darted a fiery glance of in- 
dignation on him as he lay before her, 
feeble, exhauſted, and fainting from loſs 
of blood and agitation of ſoul; ſne vowed 
never to ſee him more, ſhould he recover, 
which ſbe did not wiſh, ſince he had diſ- 
graced himſelf and thrown away the good 
fortune ſhe had ſecured for him; and thus 
ſhe went on till the ſurgeon, fearing for 
thelife of his patient, almoſt compelled her 
to quit the room: the ſufferings this un- 
natural parent inflicted on her ſon, I can- 
not deſcribe ; ſuffice it to ſay, that they 
reduced him to a deplorable: ſtate, from 
which, however, Mr. Murray, and his 
generous antagoniſt Mr. Evelyne, hap- 
pily reſcued him by their kind attentions, 
ere I arrived. I can never ſufficiently 
praiſe the ſkill and humanity of the for- 


mer, or do juſtice to the benevolence and 
65 unwea- 


1 1 

unwearied ſolicitude of the latter, to re- 
pair the injury his too certain aim had 
done the man, who never intentionally 
wgonged him, but whoſe embarraſſing 
ſituation made him appear the rival of 
this armable man; that nothing might be 
left undone to move Madame de Ville- 
neuf, (for J ſhould have informed my 
dear Miſs Dudley, that Vallville was a 
name we aſſumed for concealment) her 
fon, ſupported in his bed with difficulty, 
addrefied a few lines to her, to ſay I was 
come, and to entreat that ſhe would per- 
mit me to throw myſelf at her feet and 
ſalicit her forgiveneſs, and endeavour by 
every mark of duty and reſpect to depre- 
cate her anger. She anſwered this peti- 
tion in perſon, but not with the kind and 
charitable purpoſe of pardoning, rather, 
my gentle friend, can you believe it? 
rather to inſult and triumph over the 
wretchedneſs of her children. Lady Oſ- 
mond came with her; at that moment 
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ter of the earth, rather than appear be- 
fore thoſe who were ſo much enraged 
againſt me, for being the barrier to Ville 
neuf's marriage with Lady Julia Oſmond 
Mr. Evelyne and my aunt were with us, 
and word was brought me that theſe la- 
dies were arrived ; I trembled and turned 
pale, but Villeneuf fo earneſtly entreated 
me to go inſtantly to them, that I obeyed, 
though my tottering limbs would ſcarcely - 
carry me to the room where they were; 
at length, however, I reached it, but how 

I forced myſelf into their preſence it is 
impoſſible to tell, for the tumult of my 
mind was ſo violent, that I could recolle& ' 
nothing except Madame de Villeneuf's - 
cruelty. . The firſt thing that rouſed me, 
when I got into the apartment with her, 
was the hauteur of her addreſs. . She 
roſe from her ſeat, and approaching me, . 
ſaid, © What is it you -prefume to hope 
« from this interview with an. offended * 
ce. mother ? -I bent my knees to the 
ground before her; I ſhed tears of grief 
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and terror, but for ſome minutes I could 
make no reply, during which time ſhe 
ſurveyed me with cold contempt, then 
turning to Lady Oſmond, ſhe exclaimed, 
Is it poſſible to conceive that my ſon 
« ſhould be fo loſt, ſo depraved, as to 
te prefer this inſignificant girl to your en- 
« chanting daughter, to the charming 
* Lady Julia!“ —“ He ought, at leaſt,” 
replied her Ladyſhip, © ro have treated 
eus with ſome degree of reſpect; the 
e man who dares to trifle with Lady Ju- 
lia Oſmond, wk not hope to do it 
« with impunity.“—“ No,” returned 
Madame de Villeneuf, „ nor ſhall he; 
{© his puniſhment ſhall be ſevere and ex- 
ce emplary :” then again looking full at 
me, with fury in her eyes, ſhe added— 
te you who have boldly ventured to pro- 
« yoke- my diſpleaſure, muſt ſhare the 
te weight of it with your wretched huſ- 
c hand; the inconfiderable fortune he 
«can command, without my concurrence, 
«1s all he — ever poſſeſs; he ſhall , 
| « ſtarve, 


* 


„ 

« ſtarve, die, ere I relieve him; poverty 
« and contempt will be your portion, the 
« rewards of difobedience : go, then,” 
ſhe continued, © go and tell that poor de- 
« juded fool, who was my ſon, that thus 
&« [ ſpurned you for ever from me, and 
te thus I will ſpurn every ſupplication he 
* can make to me.” —1 fell proſtrate on 
the floor, in an agony no language can 
deſcribe : ſtill ſhe was obdurate ; ſtill this 
cruel mother ſmiled at my ſufferings, and 
taking hold of Lady Oſmond, ſaid, 
« Come, let us go, I have no longer any 
te buſineſs in this place.” Frantic with 
deſpair, I raiſed myſelf, caught hold of 
her gown, and in all the energy of ſor- 
row, conjured her not to go till ſhe had 
revoked the terrible ſentence ; again ſhe 
threw me from her, declaring, if ſhe ſtayed, 
it would only be to confirm it, for that 
ſhe was reſolved; then, as my laſt re- 
ſource, I entreated Lady Oſmond's pity, 
for ſhe looked leſs unfeeling ; .I ſeized 
her hand, I wept upon it, and prayed her 
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fo earneſtly to plead for me, that at length 
ſhe ſaid to her friend, © Mitigate, at leaſt, 
ee my dear Villeneuf, to this unhappy 

c young woman, the effects of your juſt 
tc reſentment to your ſon; ſhe, perhaps, 
« did not know that he acted in oppoſi- 
ce tion to his duty in marrying her, he may 
cc have deceived her as well as difobeyed 
« you,” —< Oh, no, no!” I cried, © in- 
cc deed he did not deceive me; let me 
* not be juſtified at the expence of my 
« Villeneuf's honour ; he told me he was 
c deſtined to another by his mother's 
« commands, but that his affection for 
« me would not ſuffer him to forego the 
ec happineſs of being united to me. 
« To that happineſs, then, we leave him,” 
ſaid Madame de Villeneuf, ſcornfully.— 

© If you were not deceived,” added Lady 
Oſmond coldly, withdrawing her hand, 
«I have nothing more to urge in your 
ce defence. They both immediately. 
left the room after this, and the next mi- 


nute the houle; I reſigned myſelf to grief 
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mean time; and my poor aunt, with Mr. 


Evelyne, when they heard the ladies were 


gone and found I did not return to Ville- 
neuf's room, came out to ſeek for me; 
the former ſtill more overwhelmed me 
with her violent ſorrow, and her anger 
againſt Madame de Villeneuf; che latter 
gently ſoothed me, and kindly undertook 
to break the whole to Villeneuf, for it 
was a taſk I felt myſelf wholly unable to 
perform; that affeftionate huſband heard 
it without ſurpriſe, and to make me 
amends for the cruelty I had been expoſed 
to, he redoubled all his tenderneſs, and ex- 
erted himſelf wonderfylly to ſuppart me. 


I thank heaven he now recovers: faſt, not- 


withſtanding all theſe misfortunes, and as 
ſoon as he is able to move, Mr. Evelyne 


has made us promiſe to accept of a pre- 
ſent aſylum at his houſe in the country, 
about fifty miles from London. I have 
entered minutely into our affairs, becauſe. 


I know you kindly intereſt yourſelf for 
me, and truſt me, I am by no means in- 
different 
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different to your happineſs, my very ami- 
able friend. I find Mr. Evelyne is Lord 
Oſmond's boſom friend, therefore, in obe- 
dience to your injunction, I have, though 
with difficulty, fore born to talk of you to 
him; he is a moſt excellent creature; 
what a heart is it which nature has in- 
cloſed in his boſom, noble, generous, hu- 
mane, ſincere, and tender ! would to hea- 
ven this angelic Lady Julia, this once 
deſtined wife of my Villeneuf, and the 
adored of Evelyne's ſoul, would ſhe was 
happily united to him, for he deſerves 
perfection, if, indeed, it is to be found 
upon earth, and they all tell me this 
lady is as near it as poſſible, both in mind 
and form, even my Villeneuf does ample 
_ Juſtice to her virtue and beauty. You 
gave me but a faint idea of your motives 
for being buried alive at Ruſhworth Ab- 
bey: if you dare truſt me and will ho- 
nour me with a free communication, I 
ſhall be highly flattered, and will moſt ri- 


Sah Rae your confidence in my own 
breaſt, 
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breaſt, be aſſured. Lord Oſmond is not 


in London, and 1 fear to ſeem curious 
about him, leſt his friend ſhould ſuſpect 
what I am not at liberty to confeſs; but 
if you give me a commiſſion ] can learn 
all his movements, and ſhould eſteem 
myſelf fortunate, indeed, to be the hum- 
ble inſtrument of giving you pleaſure 
you have, I am convinced, more power- 
ful friends, but none more ſincerely an- 
xious for your happineſs, for not one of 
them can be more ſenſible of your good- 
neſs than I am.—Villeneuf awakes after a 
compoſed ſleep, I muſt, therefore, .cloſe 
my letter; preſent my reſpectueux com- 
pliments to Lady Ruſhworth and your 
good Mr. Med way, and believe me 
Your ever grateful, 
ADELAIDE VILLENXEVr.“ 


The young Madame de Villeneuf's lets 
ter created in Edelfrida's heart thoſe ſen- 
lations which naturally ariſe from a ſource 
where a generous ſympathy for the miſ- 

| fortunes 
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ſortunes of others is inexhauſtible; the 
conduct of Monſieur de Villeneuf's mo- 
ther and Lady Oſmond filled her with a 
deteſtation, or rather augmented that 
averſion ſhe had before entertained for 
thoſe ladies ; but ſhe was not aſtoniſhed 
that they ſhould act fo conſiſtently with 
their characters, which were unqueſtion- 
ably deſpicable and unfeeling. She now 
began to experience ſome impatience for 
a letter from her friend Maria, looking 
forward to a removal from Ruſhworth 
Abbey with fincere pleaſure; for Mr. 
Medway was to ſpend the winter in Italy 
with Lady Ruſhworth's two eldeſt boys, 
whom he was going to fix in that coun- 
try, and ſhe could not endure the idea of 
continuing through that long and gloomy 
ſeaſon in a manſion ſtill more gloomy, 
and with a companion ſo entirely diſa- 
greeable to her. At length the long wiſh- 
ed for letter came; it was incloſed by 
Mandeville to Mr. Ainſdale, who gave it 
to Hidelirida when they met at the 


cottage 
one 
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one evening, and while he went in to talk 
with the almoſt worn- out ſufferer, poor 
Sally, ſhe retired to the bench by the door 
to peruſe the welcome epiſtle: 


« My Evxx DRA EDELFRIDA, 

« YOUR letter reached me at che very 
moment when I moft wanted the conſola- 
tory kindneſs it contained, and moſt fin- 
cerely do I thank you for it. My Mo- 
ther is gone forever; my beloved friend, 
let fihal piety, chen, draw a veil over her 
failings ; let us remember only her vir- 
tres, and fervently join in hoping the ts 
happy. I have endeavoured to act fo as 
to avoid the ting of af reproach. I fub- 
mitted myſelf do what appeared ſevere 
and painful-at the time; but I now re- 
joice that I was conſtant to my duty: 1 
could never have forgryen myfelf had my 
Mother died accuſing me of any crime 
do her, fave the almoſt involuntary fault 
of feeling an affection for an amiable man, 
who, I have every reaſon to be affured; is 
ten- 


| 
| 
| 
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widely, attached to me. Mandeville, 
as well as myſelf, can now look forward 
with hope unmixed with any painful re- 
troſpection: but let me not in myſelf for- 
get my Edelfrida; my Mother, when 
nearly ſpeechleſs, attempted to pronounce 
your name; we all underſtood her, and 
my father, as he held her hand, ſolemnly 
promiſed to be a parent to you in future; 
it gave her evident pleaſure. She ap- 
peared much kinder to me, too, in her 
laſt days, and my brother fortunately 
came juſt time enough to receive her dy- 
ing embrace; my ſiſter was preſent alſo, 
but her grief, I am ſorry to ſay, was check- 
ed by reſentment to a dying parent, be- 
cauſe all her regards were not laviſhed 
on a once too well-beloved daughter. As 
ſoon as the funeral was over and we could 
at all. recollect ourſelves, my, father de- 
fired to know where you were to be found ; 
I directed him to Lady Oſmond for the 
information, and this morning he ſent off 
à letter to her Ladyſhip, acquainting her 


1 

chat he would no longer trouble her to 
provide a guardian for his niece, meaning 
to take the office on himſelf, requeſting, 
therefore, to know where you were placed 
that he might immediately re- conduct 
you to Dudley Park. He has ordered 
me to hold myſelf in readineſs to ſet out 
to your retreat in order to attend you 
home again as ſoon as Lady Oſmond's 
anſwer arrrives ; Edward would accom- 
pany me, but abſence has not ſufficiently 
guarded his heart, or ſo entirely erafed 
early impreſſions, as to enſure him ſafety 
in your preſence; expect me, however, 
Edelfrida, very ſoon, for I am impatient 
to have you here; I ſhall bring mourning. 
with me, as I conclude you are not pro- 
vided, I can aſſure you Mandeville has - 
been ſo faithful to his promiſed ſecrecy, 
that I have accuſed him with a deſign to 
torment me, ſtill he was immoveable. You 
ſhall have a line from me when I can fix 
the day for being with you; for the pre- 
ſent, I will only add to my father's affec- 

tionate 
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tionade regards thoſe of my amiable Ed- 
ward, whb- ſpeaks and thinks. of you as 
you deſerve, but cannot. yet truſt himſelf 
to converſe with you; You have, doubt- 
leſs, heard of. the duel. between your friend 
Mr. Evelyne, and a French gentleman, 
the particulars I am, not informed of, the 
reſult was nat fatal, fo far all is well, 
Adieu, my beloved couſin. and deareſt, | 
can ſcarcely. be more, but never leſs 
Tour affectionate, 
Marta DupLsy.” 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER LXI. 


VERY thing now appeared in 2 
— train for reſtoring Edelfrida to part 
of the happineſs ſhe had ſo long been de- 
prived of, and though ſhe durſt not really 
believe that ſhe ſhould experience the full 
extent of her wiſhes in an union with 
Lord Oſmond, yet a latent hope lurked 
in her boſom, that time would effect that 
alſo. She did not, however, amidſt her 
own brightening proſpects, forget the clo- 
ſing ones of this world, on the dying Sally; 
ſhe ſtill viſited the cottage with unremit- 
ting kindneſs and humanity : at length 
the long expected moment of releaſe ar- 
rived; the humble penitent prepared to 
appear in the awful preſence of her Ma- 
ker; cheered, ſuſtained, and elevated, be- 
yond this mortal ſcene, by the pious cares 
of Mr, Ainſdale, who, with Edelfrida, 
kneeled 


— —— ͥ — = — 


kneeled by the ſide of the bed to watch 
the expiring lamp of life, which yet qui- 
vered round the heart of the ſtill ſenſible 


Sally, to whom death had now loſt its 
terrors: they offered up a filent prayer 
for the peace of her departing ſpirit, and 
if they might judge from outward things, 


it was accepted. Hope ſat on her pallid 
countenance, and a gentle ſigh alone gave 
notice of her diſſolution. Edeltrida grew 


- faint; the unhappy mother retired to a 


corner to weep : Mr. Ainſdale was rouſed 


from the contemplation of death, by the 


ſituation of the living, for his fair compa- 
nion was on the point of falling ſenſeleſs 
on the body; he raiſed her, and conveyed 
her i in his arms into the air, where ſhe 
remained motionleſs, reclining on his arm, 


wholly unconſcious of what was paſſing 


about her; gratitude called the poor wo- 
man from her dead child to aſſiſt their 


5 benefactreſs, and while ſhe ſtood over her 


attempting to pour ſome hartſhorn and 


water down her throat, and Mr. Ainſ- 


3 dale 
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dale was ſupporting her head for that pur- 
poſe, a man on horſeback came near the 
gate; he looked attentively at the group, 
and then without ſpeaking, rode full gal- 
lop off: they were not in a condition to 
obſerve him; they juſt heard the ſound of 
a horſe, but in their anxiety for Edelfrida 
ſoon forgot it again. By degrees ſhe re- 
vived, and exhibited many marks of diſ- 
treſs and confuſion, on finding herſelf in 
Mr. Ainſdale's arms, with his eyes fixed 
tenderly upon her; he immediately with- 
drew himſelf a few paces, out of conſi- 
deration to the delicacy of her feelings, 
and as ſoon. as ſhe was able to move, ſhe 
propoſed to return home: he inſiſted 
upon attending her part of the way, at 
leaſt, which ſhe could not with civility 
poſitively decline. When they took leave 
of the poor woman, ſhe wept and bleſſed 
them for all their goodneſs, wiſhed them 
every happineſs together, « For ſhe be- 
<« lieved they were intended for each 
e other, as ſhe was ſure the world had 
VOL, IV. H © not 
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< not in it two more like them. Edel- 


they walked towards Ruſhworth Abbey 


in ſilence, for the miſtake the good wo- 
man in the fervor of her gratitude had 
fallen into, embarraſſed them both not a 
little. At the end of the lane where they 
- were to part, the horſeman again appear- 
ed in view, but not near enough to be 
perfectly diſtinguiſned by them, though 
he ſeemed to be watching their move- 
ments. Mr. Ainſdale, with a melan- 
choly, dejected air, made his bow to Edel- 
frida; he atterapted to ſpeak, but choaked 
by a riſing emotion, he was inarticulate ; 
he then preſſed her hand to his lips and 
tore himſelf away, unable any longer to 

' contend with his feelings.. Edelfrida 
could not reſtrain her tears; the ſorrow ſhe 
had undeſignedly and innocently wound- 
ed this amiable young man's heart with 
afflicted her exceedingly, and with her 
handkerchief to her eyes, ſhe ſtood above 
a minute to recover herſelf; ſne was at 
length 
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length rouſed by a horſe paſſing quick near 
her, ſhe looked up and faw a man full 
ſpeed before her, and was inſtantly ſtruck 
with a reſemblance in the figure to Lord 
Oſmond ;“ Bur he would not fly from 
« me,” ſaid ſhe to herſelf.—ſhe, therefore, 
concluded ſhe was deceived, ind once 
again entered Ruſhworth Abbey, thinking 
of poor Sally and Mr. Ainſdale. The 
next day proved wet and ſhe did not ſtir 
abroad, but the following one ſhe again 
walked to the cottage; kindly intending 
to inquire after the mother of the de- 
ceaſed, who, as ſoon as ſhe ſaw her, re- 
gardlefſs of her own griefs, exclaimed, 
Dear Madam, I was fo frighted yeſter- 
day by a mad gentleman, who came 
e here to aſk queſtions about you, that T 
have hardly recovered myſelf yet! 
« A mad gentleman afk: queſtions about 
« me!” repeated Edelfrida, in furpriſe, 
© Pray did he tell you his name? — 
« Yes, Ma'am ;” replied the, © it was 
* Oſmin or Oſmon, or fomething like 

| H 2 e that,” 
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< that.” Edelſrida's heart beat quick, 
and eagerly ſhe cried out, Well, my 
« good woman, what did he ſay to you? 
4 Tell me all you can recollect.—“ 1 
« will,” ſaid ae woman, who e 
thus: 

« He inquired if I knew you To be 
«« ſure, Sir,“ ſays I, © I ſhall remember 
« her to my dying day. —* And ſhe 
comes here every evening?” cried he, 
* looking very wild The lady, re- 
« plied I, Heaven bleſs her, has been 
ce ſo good to come molt evenings to viſit 
« my poor dead Sally.'— To viſit the 
6e devil, faid he, ſtriking his head with his 
« hand like one diſtracted :—I ſtared and 
as ſadly afraid, for there was no- 
« body in the houſe. but myſelf all the 
ce time; then he grew. quieter, and aſked 
« me © If a Mr. Ainſdale did come here 
« often, too ? Yes, Sir, ſaid I, © Mr. 
« Ainſdale\came to pray by my unfortu- 
< nate child. Did he not come to 
« meet Miſs Dudley?“ he replied, and 
oy | ce ſpoke 
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T ſpoke ſo through his teeth, and ſeemed 
« ſo angry, that I was convinced he muſt 
«be mad, Ma'am.”—* And what an- 
« ſwer did you give him?“ ſaid Edelfrida, 
in the moſt trembling agitation of ſpi- 
rits.— © Lord, Sir,” cried I, don't think 
Mr. Ainſdale and Miſs Dudley need meet 
te at ſuch a poor place as this; they have 
no occaſion to be aſhamed of each other 
« ſuppoſing they do like, but that is more 
ce than I can tell; to be ſure he appears 
very fond of her, but then I never faw 
« her ſeem much to admire him. Then, 
Madam, he threw himſelf down by the 
« door here, and ſat ſilent for ſome time, 
„ wiſhing all the while he would go his 
te ways; but he never minded me any 
© more than if I had not been there: at 
e laſt he ſtarted up and ſaid, Did not I 
«ſee her in his arms myſelf? Did not I 
c afterwards ſee him take leave of her 
c. with the moſt evident concern, while 
<« ſhe wept? Fool that I am, what farther 
© confirmation do I require! He then 

H 3 « folded 
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< folded his arms acroſs, and did not ſpeak 
again for a quarter of an hour. When 
«he ſpoke to me after this, he ſaid, So, 
good waman, Miſs Dudley is, you 
«think, a very amiable young lady, and 
4 you believe Mr. Ainſdale and ſhe will 
make a happy couple? I am ſure 
they will, Sir, replied I, I told them 
< when they went away together, that they 
were the beſt and handſomeſt pair in 
the world, and I hoped they would be 
4 happy together; and fo J hope they 
« will,” faid I:—for you {muſt know, 
% Ma'am, he vexed me with his odd be- 
< havieur;. but good gracious, what ugly 
« words he uttered on my ſaying this to 
him; he called you, too, a miſchievous 
4c witch, and ſomething about fatal beauty 
he muttered; I durſt not contradict 
à him fot feat of my life, though I long- 
ed to do ſo all the time; then, juſt be- 


fore he went away, © Tell her, ſaid he, 
de that I am to be deceived no more; I 
„ e eee er 


c ] caſt 
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I caſt her from my heart for ever. 
« Here, would you think it, Madam, ne 
« burſt out a crying like any child, and 
« drawing out his white handkerchief, he 
« held it up clofe to his face; one of the 
«© men coming in, he ſtarted up, threw 
me a guinea, maren, 
' is faſt as he could go.“ e 
Edelfrida, who had liſtened in an agony 
to this account, could now no longer 
fupport herſelf; ſhe fat gaſping for breath, 
preſſing her hands invotuntarily on her 
heart, and faintly anfwered, Ves, to 
the poor woman's" inquiry, — 
the colour forſook her face, but ſhe could 
not ſhed one tear; a livid paleneſs over- 
ſpread all her features, and every limb 
Mock; the grew fick, and attempted to 
crawl” towards the door, but the effort 
was too much; and ſhe ſunk back into her 
chair, overcome with the anguiſh of her 
foul at this unexpected blow. The un- 
happy bearer of Oſmond's cruel meſſage 
wa" terrified to death, ſhe ran different 
H 4 | ways, 
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ways, every inſtant, in ſearch of ſomething 
to remedy the miſchief ſhe Perceived too 
| late, and returned each time as ſhe went, 
too confuſed to effect her own purpoſe. 
Edelfrida, during theſe moments, reſign- 
ed herſelf to deſpair, the only ſenſation 
ſhe was conſcious of, except that her head 
beat violently, and on her breaſt there was 
a weight which oppreſſed her beyond ex- 
preſſion; for a length of time ſhe was in- 
capable of recollection, but when ſhe 
could collect her ſcattered ideas, ſhe 
maintained with herſelf a powerful ſtrug- 
gle to conquer the weakneſs which prey- 
ed on her repoſe ; nature would, however, 
have way, in ſpite of all the good reſolu- 
tions ſhe. made, not to indulge ſorrow, a 
plentiful flow of tears fell from her eyes, 
and eaſed her heart; -ſhe then called her 
pride, her offended pride to her aid, and 
determined, let the conflict be ever ſo 
ſevere, to triumph over the tenderneſs 
ſhe hac too long nourifhed in her bo- 


| for, though her his. was the. ſacrifice ; | 
1 ſhe 
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ſhe vowed to exclude Oſmond from her 
thoughts ; then, with not a particle of hope 
remaining in her mind, not a ray of viva- 
city to be diſcovered on her countenance, 
ſhe roſe to depart from the cottage, where 
actions which had their origin in the 
pureſt intentions, had been conſtrued into 
a charge againſt her ſufficient to con- 
demn her future life to wretchedneſs. 
She took leave of the poor woman who 
had innocently wounded her, with kind- 
neſs, preſenting her with a parting remem 
brance, to convince her ſhe felt no diſplea- 
ſure towards her. I was a little ſnock- 
« ed at firſt,” ſaid ſne, by what you 
a told me, but as I believe the head or 
« the. heart of the gentleman who left the. 
* meſſage with you, to be diſordered, I. 
« ſhallnot make myſelf uneaſy about him, 
« and ſhould he call on you again, you. 
te may tell him ſo from me.” —“ I will, 

« Madam,” replied ſhe; © and Heaven. 
“e bleſs, you for ag goodneſs, wheres, J 


ever you go.?“ c 
1 Edelkids 
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- Pdelfrida * haſtened back to Ruſh- 
worth Abbey; when ſhe got there, ſhe 
found Lady Rufhworth alone, and being 
unable herſelf to bear any part in conver- 
fation, the pleaded an head- ach, and de- 
fired leave to retire to her room, which of 
courſe was granted to her; here, though 
ſne ſeduloufly courted all her fortitude to 
her ſupport, ſhe felt it utterly impoſſible 
to reſtrain the tide of forrow which ruſhed 
impetuouſſy upon her..— This once,” 
faid ſhe, © I will give it way, then for the 
«reſt of my life preſerve - the moſt rigid 
*-command'over myſelf and my feelings.” 
She went to bed, but fleep viſited not her 
eye-lids; yet, notwithſtanding want of 
reft, and her internal wretchedneſs, ſhe 
aſſumed an air of compoſure when ſhe 
made her appearance at breakfaſt next 
morning; which muſt have aſtoniſhed 
thoſe ho could have formed any gueſs at 
what paſſed within her breaft : ſhe look- 
ed extremely pale, and her eyes were un- 
| —_— heavy, but thoſe, for a weck or 
more, 
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more, were che only ſymptoms of her 
miſery; Mr. Medway obſerved this 
change, and frequently preſſed her to have 
ſome advice, if ſhe found herſelf indiſpo- 
ſed in the leaſt degree. But on theſe oc · 
caſions ſhe forced a laugh, and declared 
ſhe was perfectly well; he ſhook his head 
at this declaration, and looked uneaſy. 
At length a letter from Sir Edward Dud- 
ley, with one from Lady Oſmond alſo, 
arrived ; the former contained thanks to- 
Lady Ruſhworth and Mr. Medway, for 
the refuge afforded to Edelfrida ; the lat- 
ter gave Mr. Medway authority to reſign 
her to her own family, whenever they de- 
manded her: ſhe endeavoured to appear, 
as well as to feel pleaſed with the ap- 
proaching change, which the expectation 
of had ſo much elevated her a ſnort time 
before ; but, alas! now there was a cor- 
roſive in her heatt which barred the en- 
trance of happineſs into it. The day of 
Miſs Dudley's arrival in Yorkfhire was- 
1 and Edelfrida was deſired to 
| 8 be 


e 

be ready to depart in one or two aſter; 
ſhe therefore packed up her cloaths, and 
maintaining her reſolution not to ſeek 
alone the indulgence of affliction, ſhe 
ſpent every remaining hour with the fa- 
mily ſne was now ſo ſoon to leave. One 
evening the ſervant brought in the newſ- 
papers, and though Edelfrida ſeldom or 
ever read them, ſne now took up one to 
learn the fate of two illuſtrious but unfor- 
tunate perſonages, who were become the 
victims of an intereſted few, and a fero- 
cious multitude, but ere her eye could 
fix upon what it ſought, the following pa- 
ragraph met it, and all. forbearance was 
at an end; ſhe peruſed it line after 
line, | With increaſing horror thrilling. 
through every vein: ! Yeſterday a duel 
as fought between the young Earl of 
* Oſmond, and Monfieur de Sangvere, a 
« French gentleman the cauſe, though 
gueſſed at, is not publicly known; the 
A conſequences are, however, likely to 

prove fatal to the honour as well as the 
1 « happi- 
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« happineſs of a noble family: 
<« Lordſhip. was ſeverely ,wounded,. his 


«antagoniſt lightly ; but it is preſumed, 
« if the gentleman, ever allows himſelf a 


his 


c moment for reflection, ſome unpleaſant 
cc ideas muſt occur to him, even in the 
« courſe of ſo ſhort a ſpace of time, He is 
« « adviſed to quit this kingdom, and carry 
> his ſpirit of intrigue into his own coun- 
ec try, where it may not be unacceptable Is 
« having proved himſelf fo capable of 
« deſtroying domeſtic harmony, he will 
« will appear the better qualified to aſſiſt 
* in the deſtruction of monarchies. 
Edelfrida compelled herſelf with diff 
culty to read to the end, but having done 
ſo, ſhe retained no other idea of the whole, 
but Lord Oſmond wounded and dying; 
the paper dropped from her hand, the 
light forſook her eyes, and though not ac- 
tually fainting, ſhe ſunk from her ſeat on 
the floor; Mr. Medway, greatly alarmed, 
flew to raiſe her; Lady Ruſhworth rang 
the bell violently, but ere any affiſtance - 
could 


2 his" anxiety, ſtill continued to laugh. 
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could arrive, Edelfrida lifted up her head, 
and exhibited a countenance whereon an- 
guiſh was ſtruggling with the frightful 
and diſtorted ſmile of madneſs ; ſhe then 
burſt into a loud and convulſive laugh, 
and graſped Mr. Medway's arm with 
amazing force. The even tenor of his 
foul was ſhook by this fight, and kneeling 
down by her fide, he endeavoured in vain 
to calm her, carneſtly beſeeching her to 
be compoſed, while ſhe, as if diverted by 


Send,“ ſaid he, turning to his fiſter, 
« ſend inſtantly for Doctor Pierſon.” 
Lady Ruſhworth; with more ſigns of feel- 
ing thari ſhe had ever before ſhewn, 
mmediately went to give orders for the 
purpoſe ; in the mean time, Edelfrida re- 
mained on the floor: - ſhe' ſtrongly: op- 
poſed all attempts to move her thenee, 
and when ſhe was a little quiet, it was only | 
while nature, exhauſted; pauſed to recruit 
herſelf. Mr. Medway wiſhed to have her 


eee to her room beſore the Doctor 
came, 
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came, and at length, with much difficulty, 
ſhe ſuffered him to convey her there in his 
arms, but nothing could prevail on , to 
£0 to bed; ſhe reſolved againſt it; 
ſeating herſelf on the carpet, the — 
Here for ever will J remain; neither 
© my mind nor body ſhall ever more 
« taſte repoſe in this world !''—* Why, 
« my dear Miſs Dudley,” ſaid Mr. Med- 
way, © why will you thus refign yourſelf 
« tg defpair? What is it that afflicts 
0, Afflicts me,” replied the, 
ſmiling; Oh no, I am happy in the 
idea of being releaſed ; it was too much, 
e my heart was breaking before, this blow 
has completed it; for though he has 
« cruelly forſaken, abandoned me, and 
* reſolved to think me unworthy his af- 
fection, I found I could not baniſh him 
« from my boſom, but death death will 
«end all ! in the grave they will let me 
* be at peace, they will have no occaſion 
* to- purſue me there! Who pur- 
* * you PP cred "__ terrifted by her 

« manner 
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cc manner and her wildneſs: Who, my 
«. amiable friend, wiſhes to interrupt your 


« repoſe on earth? — Somebody,” ſaid 
ſhe, without ſeeming to attend to Mr. 
Medway, ſomebody muſt have told 
« him a malicious tale about Mr. Ainſ- 
« dale; yes, yes, his ear had been 
1 << poiſoned, no doubt, but I ſhall know 
«them hereafter, and I ſhall thank them 
« t00.“ 
Lady Ruſhworth was in the room, and 
Far vaſtly. ſtruck with Edelfrida's 
words; nay, ſo conſeious was ſhe, that ſhe 
imagined they were particularly addreſſed 
to her, rather than the rambling effuſions 
of a diſordered mind. The moſt torpid 
ſouls are to be moved by the ſting of 
conſcience, and her Ladyſhip could: not 
ſee Edelfrida reduced to the verge of de- 
ſtruction, without the ſelf-accuſation of 
having been in ſome meaſure inſtrumental 
to it; of the duel, ſhe knew nothing, for 
they had not thought of the paper, nor in- 
deed. did they in their confuſion recollect 
that 


1 
that any ching in it could have cauſed this 
ſudden attack; on the contrary, Lady 
Ruſhworth had read in Edelfrida's coun- | 
tenance; for many days paſt, that her mind 
was a prey to ſome freſh ſorrow; and 
having in a letter to Mrs. Marchall, men- 
tioned a report which ſhe had heard from 
her own maid, ' that. Miſs Dudley went 
conſtantly to meet Mr. Ainſdale at a cot- 
tage every evening, ſhe attributed this 
illneſs to ſomething Edelfrida had heard; 
in conſequence of her adding, Lady 


Oſmond need entertain no farther appre- 


©« henſions on her ſon's account, with 
e regard to my gueſt, who, I conclude, 
« will ere long fix her reſidence in York: 
« ſhire for life, Mr. Ainſdale's prefer- 
ment being in this neighbourhood; 
« His. Lordſhip will have little to regret, 
* ſince the lady can give him up for the 
« firſt perſon accident throws in her way; 
«ſhe has not yet informed us of her inten- 
tions, but I believe I may depend upon 


my * 
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Mrs, Marchall anfivered this letter im- 
weliately, and ſaid, * ſhe had incloſed 
Lady Ruſhworth's to Lady Oſmond, 
e thinking it only right to relieve! her 
«from all her apprehenſions on the ſub- 
jet of Lord Oſmond's attachment to 
_« Miſs Dudley, as far as it was in 
eher power; ſhe alſo. added, © that 
© Lady Oſmond, in reply, had acknow- 
© edged herfelf greatly inde bted to her, 
t for putting it in her power to convince 

* her fon. of the folly of laviſhing his af- 
Dae wy » woman _— wo ___ 
Lay Ruſbworth nia no g0nht 
is that Lord Oſmond had been informed 
by his mother of Edelfrida's' levity and 
inconſtancx, and from the words which 
had juſt fallen from her, ſhe was convinced 
he had taken'ſorne method of informing 
her of his reſentment ; and ſhe from 
thenee began to charge herſelf with: all the 


| miſchief likely to enſue; and ift Her fright, 


reſolved to confeſs to her brother what 
* : ſhe 
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ſne had done, and entreat him, if poſſible, 
to avert the evil by ſome explanation with 
the parties concerned: for this purpoſe, ſhe 
drew him out of Edelfrida's apartment, 
and unfolded the whole affair to him, 
giving him Mrs. Marchall's letter, which 
ſhe had received about a week before this 
time. He liſtened to her, with the ſes 
vereſt diſapprobation marked on his coun- 
tenance, and he afterwards expreſſed his 
diſpleaſure in the ſtrongeſt terms, point- 
ing out to her the victim of her eaſy be- 
lief, in reports injurious and highly im- 
probable ; but he was at length ſoftened 
by her remorſe for what ſhe had fo incons 
ſiderately done, and undertook, though ie 
was then growing late, to ſee Mr. Ainſdale 
that night; the carriage then was imme - 
diately ordered to convey him to the 
houſe where that gentleman chiefly re- 
_ fided, and recommending Edelfrida to the 
moſt unwearied attention, he ſet out in 
the hope of clearing, to her credit, what 
had been repreſented ſo much to her dif- 

advantage ; 


TD 


advantage; he was ſo fortunate to find 


him juſt returned from an excurſion he 
had made the morning after he had taken 
his leave of Edelfrida. Mr. Medway, 
after an apology for the unreaſonable viſit, 
opened his buſineſs, by ſaying, That he 
tc had been appointed guardian to Miſs 
ec Dudley, with her own conſent, and that 
« in quality of that appointment, he felt 
ce himſelf authoriſed to demand a full 
« account of Mr. Ainſdale's acquaintance 
c with her, and what was likely to be the 

«6: «pelyle of it.” - 
Mr. Ainſdale was offended by this de- 
rr and ſomewhat warmly replied; 
« That if his acquaintance with Miſs Dud- 
cc ley required any explanation, Mr. 
ec Medway muſt attribute it to: himſelf, 
ec who compelled that lady to throw the 
ec yeit of myſtery over actions which did 
© honour to her heart, and would meet 
te the broad face of day, as friendly to 
* their luſtre. “ Miſs Dudley miſtook 
ns * ſaid Mr. Med way, if 
« ſhe. 


f 
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<< ſhe thought it neceſſary to be myſteri- 
e ous on any occaſion ; but that is not 
ce now the queſtion, I have important rea- 
cc ſons for requeſting of you a clear, cir- 
* cumſtantial narrative of every moment 
« you have paſſed in her company.” — 
ce Miſs Dudley herſelf, Sir,” returned Mr. 
Ainſdale, © can better give you the infor- 
© mation you require; if ſhe does not 
cc. chuſe it; neither ſhall J. Miſs Dud- 
« ley,” replied Mr. Medway, © 1s unhap- 
ve pily in no condition to anſwer queſtions, 
* or I ſhould not have troubled you, Sir. 
« She is extremely ill, and I, as her 
© friend—her ſincere friend, ſeek; through 
your means, to reſcue her from the 
« fatal effects of what I believe to be a 
« miſtake.” Mr. Ainſdale changed co- 
lour, and underwent a viſible agitation 
at the mention of Edelfrida's illneſs; 
when he could recover himſelf, he faid, 
«© You ſee, Sir, I cannot be unmoved at 
«the account of ſuffering excellence: 


« of all the women I ever yet converſed 5 
« with, 


[6s ] 


se with, or ever yet beheld, Miſs Dudley 
ce js poſſeſſed: in the moſt eminent degree 
« of thoſe irreſiſtible beauties of ſoul and 
- « form, which ſeize the heart with vio- 
* lence. It is not, however, my happy 
tc lot to have inſpired her with any ſenti- 
*« ments correſponding with thoſe ſhe has 
1 deeply impreſſed me with: I knew, ere 
« J had the felicity, the dangerous felicity 
© of being acquainted with her, that ſhe 
« was deftined to reward the affection of 
« a more exalted, and a more fortunate 
c man; therefore, whatever have been my 
« feelings, I have carefully avoided all 
* mention of them to her, reſolving not 
« to give her the unneceſſary pain of 
« witneſſing pangs it was out of her power 
« to alleviate ; ĩt is true, I have not had the 
« reſolution to ſhun her preſence, though 
te ſafety depended on flight alone.” He 
then entered into a free detail of the nature 
and cauſe of his frequent meetings with 
her at the cottage; and Mr. Medway, in 
. . gave him thoſe reaſons he had 
a mentioned 
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mentioned having, when he demanded 
the explanation. Mr. Ainſdale ſaid, He 
<< had juſt been told that a gentleman 
« called upon him on the morning of his 
« departure: from home, but refuſed to 
< leave his name or buſineſs; it muſt have 
« been Lord Oſmond, or ſome friend of 
ce his, and my abſence was moſt unlucky, 
« for this matter would then have been 
« cleared up, and Miſs Dudley ſpared the 
« anguiſh ſhe has ſince endured, if, in- 
« deed, ſhe has been made acquainted 
« with the ſuſpicions ariſing from this ill- 
founded report.“ “ How, or from 
“ whence,” replied Mr. Medway, *-ſhe 
<« could receive her intelligence, I know 
« not, but. certain it K. du he has been 
ſc 2 by ſome means.“ 

Mr. Ainſdale then offered t to go directly 
to Lord Oſmond, and repeat what he had 
ſaid to Mr. Medwap; but that gentleman, 
after thanking him for the generous propo- 
ſal, aſſured him there was no occaſion to 
give him _ trouble, a letter would anſwer 

the 


L 168 . 


the ſame, or a better purpoſe, for his 
Lordſhip might-be warm at firſt, and Mr. 
Ainſdale feel himſelf injured perhaps: 
letter then he promiſed to write that even- 
ing, and deliver it to Mr. Medway next 
morning, to be incloſed by him to Lord 
Oſmond, at the ſame time that he ſhould 
write to Lady Oſmond, and offer her his 
advice on the ſubject, no longer to op- 
poſe her ſon's union with one who was 
every way worthy of him. 

When hegotback to Ruſhworth Abbey, 
he found Edelfrida ſtill in the fame ſitua- 
tion on the floor, and if poſſible, more 
violent in her grief; Lady Ruſhworth was 
holding one hand, the attendants the other, 
to prevent her committing an outrage on 
herſelf; while by turns ſhe laughed and 
cried, called on Oſmond, then ſtarting and 
ſcreaming, < Oh, he will be dead ere can 
« get to him, do not detain me, let me ſee 
ec him, once, only once more, and J will 
te be content! “ She muſt be got to 
2 ſaid Mr. Medway, «at all events; 
wt | „ J am 
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<1 am going to write ſome letters of con- 
e ſequence, in the mean time, you, Lady 
“ Ruſhworth, muſt ſee her gently put to 
« bed; I hope to clear up the whole af. 
« fair, he added, reading in his ſiſter'3 

countenance her anxiety for information; 
ce and if we can but preſerve this injured, 
ec unhappy young woman, all may yethe: 


— 


ce well.” —< Pray Heaven it may, re- 
plied her Ladyſhip, devoutly. Mr. Med 
way then again left the room, and the at · 
endants, aſſiſted by Lady Ruſhworth, 
attempted to get Edelfrida's cloaths off: 
ſhe reſiſted them till her ſtrength was ex- 
hauſted, then they undreſſed her, and car- 
ried her to bed, whereon they laid her, in 
a ſtate of inſenſibility, little leſs terrifying 
than the inceſſant ravings which had be. 
fore ſo alarmed them; they were now as 
anxious to rouſe her, as they had juſt been 
to calm her, but their efforts were alike 
ineffectual in both caſes, till nature opera- 
ted for herſelf: till midnight ſhe remained 
motionleſs. Doctor Pierſon then arrived, 

vor. iv. 1 to 
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to the great relief ofall about berg he1 im- | 


mediately gave her ſomething which re- 
called her to life, but her head was till 
light, her ideas rambling and confuſed : 
he ſtaid by her the reſt of the night, to 
watch the ſymptoms of her diſorder ; her 
fever increaſed, and towards morning he 
began to think her caſe a deſperate one. 
Mr. Medway would not hear of his leaving 
Ruſh worth Abbey that day, on any ac- 

cdunt; and ſo great was his own anxiety, 
that having diſpatched his packet to Lady 
Ofmond, and incloſed Mr. Ainſdale's let- 
ter in another to Lord Oſmond, he ſcarcely 
left the apartment -where lay the now 
again ſenſeleſs Edelfrida; ſhe was quiet, 
ſne was unconſcious of her exiſtence, 
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N this — Edelfrida 3 for 
the whole of that day and the next, 
during, which, Doctor Pierſon had not 
been able to diſcover the effect from any 
ching he forced her to ſwallow, which he 
wiſhed or expected. Mr. Medway, who 
ſat by the bed greateſt part of the time, 
prayed. Heaven to releaſe, or, reſtore her; 
for nothing could be more wounding t to a 
feeling ſoul, than, the contemplation of 
that change. which ſo ſhort a time had 
wrought i in her appearance; ſhe was no 
longer to be known for the ſame Edelfrida,. 
who, had lo lately poſſeſſed all the bloom 
of youth and beauty ; whoſe expreſſive 
countenance was wont to reveal all the 
quick, emotions of an animated” mind 
and whoſe beneyolent heart never failed, 
ä to 


LY 
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to pour forth ſtreams of compaſſionate 
tenderneſs for the calamities of her fel - 
low- creatures. On the third day Miſs 
Dudley arrived, impatient to embrace her 
beloved Edelfrida; what, then, was her 
| ſhock when Lady Ruſhworth informed 
ker of the condition of her friend and cou- 
fn. © Oh, Heaven!” exclaimed the, 
burſting into tears, © is this my promiſed 
* happineſs! do I come only to behold 
_ & my Edelfrida expire! yet let me ſee her, 
« Ma'am,” continued ſhe, „once more 
« Jet me embrace her though ſhe is inſen- 
« fible of my love and my affliction.” — 
_ <P'will conſult my brother whether it is 
« ſafe,” replied her Ladyſhip ; © in the 
«© mean time, let me __— on you to 
te take ſomething, and, if poſlible, com- 
n poſe your ſpirits. ” —Mr. Medway now 
came out to receive Miſs Dudley, and ſhe 
repeated to him her requeſt to ſee Edel- 
frida inſtantly : < Why, Madam,” faid 
he, © ſhould you infli& fo uſelefs a ſhock 
a "on your feelings ? She 1 is, alas] already 

« dead 
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« dead to all kindneſs.” —< I ſhould 
% never have an eaſy moment,” cried 
Miſs Dudley, « if I did not ſee her; for 
t in ſickneſs and in death ſne muſt ever 
« be dear to me. . You have no idea 
cc how ſhe is altered, returned Mr. Med- 
way, „ better, then, be adviſed, and pre- 
< ſerve. your preſent impreſſion of her, 
though to me, in all the pride of beauty, 
% ſhe. was never half ſo intereſting as 
% now.” —< To me ſhe was ever intereſ- 
* ting,” replied Miſs Dudley, © nor will 
« ſhun the ſight of her now, though it 
ec break; my heart,” ——Mr. Medway, 
perceiving ſhe could not be perſuaded, 
led the way to the ſick room, Miſs Dud- 
ley followed him — “ You may aſſure 


ce yourſelf,” ſaid he to her, as they walked 


along, © that every thing has been done 
< which human {kill could ſuggeſt.” — 
Miſs Dudley anſwered only with tears ; 
but when ſhe got into the room and ſaw 
Edelfrida, ſhe exclaimed, © Merciful 
powers, can it be!” then covering her 


I 3 face, 
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face, ſhe ſunk into a chair, and ſobbed 
aloud: when ſhe had given vent to her 
feelings for ſome time, ſhe approached 
nearer the bed, and fixing her eyes on the 
motionleſs, ſenſeleſs, changed Edelfrida, 
ſhe cried, © Oh, Heaven ! my ſweet, my 
« beloved friend! and is it thus J find 
« you, after our long and painful fepara- 
« tion! your ſenſes gone; your life on 
the point of being taken, too: what 
ic has inhumanly been done to reduce 
4 you to this terrible ſtate ! who is it that 
© could barbarouſly inflict on you this 
ec cruelty ! from what hard heart could 
e proceed uſage ſo harſh, as to deprive 
cc you of that quick comprehenfive un- 
« derſtanding, that animation, that ſpirit 
« which ſhone on every enchanting fea- 
« ture! where is now your affection for 
cc your poor Maria! where is that ſenſi- 
bility which has added poignancy to all 
cc your pains and pleaſures ! all, all gone 
«© nothing is left of the moſt lovely 


and beloved of friends, but a dreadful 
5 « ſpec- 


s 4] 

« ſpectacle of human nature. I had 
ce flattered myſelf,” - ſaid Mr. Medway, 
« that your reception here would have 
« been very different; but an unhappy }. 
« fate ſeems to hang over this poor ſuf- 
« fering creature, juſt upon the point of 
te being poſſeſſed of ſome deſired bleſſing, 
« jt is ever ſnatched from her; but while 
ec we mourn her deſtiny, we muſt reve- 
« rence the hand from whence it pro- 
« ceeds,” — Miſs Dudley's tears again 
flowed faſt. Doctor Pierſon now coming 
into the room, thought on feeling the 
pulſe of the patient, that it had altered 
a little for the better; he, therefore, re- 
peated his orders that every thing ſhould 
be kept perfectly quiet, for that the diſor= 
der was coming to a criſis, Miſs Dud- 
ley begged ſhe might be indulged in 
ſtaying by her Couſin on her promiſe not 
to ſhew herſelf abruptly, ſhould Edelfrida 
ſuddenly recover her recollection; this 
requeſt was complied with on theſe terms, 
and for ſome hours all was profoundly ſtill 
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in the apartment; the Doctor anxiouſ- 
ly waiting the effect of the laſt medicitic 
he had adminiſtered: at length Edelfrida 
made a feeble effort to ſpeak ; Doctor 
Picrſon alone appeared to her, and he 
took this opportunity of giving her a 
draught he hoped would make her ſleep; 
ſhe ſwallowed it as ſoon as preſented to 
her, and being too weak to utter a ſen- 
tence, ſhe ſoon ſunk into a fort of lumber, 
which terminated in a refreſhing ſleep, 
from which the Doctor preſaged a favour- 
able turn in her fever. When ſhe awoke, 
ſhe inquired where ſhe was, and what was 
the matter with her; © A ſudden indiſ- 
* poſition,” replied the Doctor, „which 
.« hope you are now throwing off,” — 
She was then ſilent for ſome minutes, 
after which; as if ſhe had recollected her- 
felf, ſhe ſaid, with a deep ſigh, Yes, I 
* remember now; too well I remember; 
« that terrible account in the newſpaper 
« it was, which reduced me to, this 
« ſtate,” J muſt neither have you 
4 FEY | « thigk 
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* think nor talk too much now,” replied 
Doctor Pierſon, who was not quite aſ- 
ſured that the delirium was gone off, 
though her manner was calm, and her 
voice, though feeble, had nothing 1n its 
ſound denoting a derangement of intel- 
lect; but not comprehending the mean- 
ing of her words, he was ſtill doubtful if 
her faculties. were clear again. Miſs 
Dudley, who ſat behind the bed curtain, 
liſtened to her with a mixture of hope 
and fear, but was too rational to indulge 
herſelf in ſpeaking to Edelfrida at that 
juncture, when the ſmalleſt degree of ſur- 
prize or agitation might wholly have an- 
nihilated her: Mr. Medway was in the 
room alſo, and he kept aloof from the 
ſame reaſon. Weak and unequal to the 
ſlighteſt exertion, Edelfrida feemed con- 
tent to obey the Doctor's injunctions, and 
remain entirely ſtill and filent; ſhe made 
no oppoſition to- the medicines which 
were hourly given to her, and at the cloſe 
of the day Doctor Pierſon began to enter- 

1 _ train 
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rain hopes of her recovery. Miſs Dudley 
was then prevailed upon to quit the room 
and take ſome little reſt herſelf, and Mr. 
Medway, whoſe attentions had been inde- 
fatigable, at length yielded to Lady 
Ruſhworth's entreaties, and retired to his 
room for the night. Edelfrida was till 
ſufficiently attended, and being perfectly 
compoſed, it was no longer neceſſary ſor 
more than two perſons, who relieved each 
other in watching by her, to continue 
conſtantly in her apartment. The night 
paſſed away, and the dawn of the fourth 
day ſince her illneſs broke in at her win- 
dows, and was obſerved by her with the 
moſt clear but painful recollection of her 
ſicuation and the occaſion of it. The 
Doctor had been allowed to go home on 
a promiſe of returning in the evening of 
this day, and in the mean time Mr. Med- 
way, having received inſtructions, was to 
ſupply his place. Early, then, in the 
morning, when he came into her Edelfri- 

da's room, he was rejoiced to find her able 
be. I to 
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to ſpeak with eaſe, and her fever conſide- 


rably abated, if not entirely gone: ſhe 
raiſed her eyes towards him as he ap- 


proached the bed; ſhe held out her hand ö 


to him, which he preſſed between his, as 

he tenderly aſked her, If ſhe did not 
te feel herſelf much better? Thanks 
© to your care, my dear Sir,” rephed ſhe, 
« am till I find an inhabitant of this 
«earth; but J know not,” added ſhe, 
fighing, „whether your friendſhip would 
ce not have been ſhewn more to my ad- 
« vantage, had you ſuffered me to go, 
e ere I was again conſcious of the miſery 
e which has encompaſſed me; tell me, 
« then, for it is now no time to diſſemble, 


« js Lord Oſmond alive, or did he fall the 


« victim of that dreadful duel?” . What 


« duel, my dear Miſs Dudley?“ ſaid 


Mr. Medway, ſuppoſing her queſtion to 
ariſe from ſome idea which had ſeized 
- her mind in the delirium of her fever : 
« ] know of none; I heard of none; I, 
therefore, hope you are miſtaken.” — 

I 6 e Ah, 
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6 Ah, no f returned ſhe, © it is no wild 
<« imagination; I am too certain I read 
* the account of it in the newſpaper ; 
10 what elſe could have brought me to the 
verge of the grave ?”—* Since your 
0 illneſs, replied he, we have never 
« thought of any thing elſe; nor till this 
_ < moment did I' know that any ſudden 
« ſhock had cauſed it: I expect, how- 
te ever, ſoon to hear from a quarter which 
« will give us the information you de- 

te ſire; till then, do, my amiable friend, 
e hope the beſt; had Lord Oſmond fal- 
it len a ſacrifice, we ſhould certainly have 
ce heard it ; reſt fatisfied, then, that he is 
* alive, and prepare yourſelf for the arri- 
val of your Cgulip, whom we now be- 
e gin to expect. My dear Maria,” 
ſaid Edelfrida, with evident pleaſure, 1 
© ſhall then ſee her ſoon, and whether 1 
“am deftined to live or die, it will be a 
great conſolation to me to embrace her 
once again.“ I think it is probable,” 
returned Mr. ſh e that Miſs oor 
10 ey 
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& ley will be here to- day; can you ſee 
e her without agitation, otherwife I muſt 
« forbid her coming near you? I am 
c ſure,” replied Edelfrida, [. ſhall ſee 
« her with all the joy I can. ever again 
« feel; you muſt not, then, dear Sir, 
« keep her from me. Well,” faid 
Mr. Medway, * promiſe me to reſtrain 
* all inclination to talk on ſubjects, at 
c preſent injurious to your recovery, and 
e you ſhall be gratified ; and when you 
te are ſtronger and more able to bear it, 
&« I will promote your inquiries, and an- 
te ſwer- them, I hope, to your ſatisfac- 
tion. You are very good,” replied 
ſhe, faintly, © and I believe you are a bet- 
« ter judge for me than I am for myſelf; 
« I feel I am, indeed, very unequal to 
« any conflict now.” —< It muſt neceſſa- 
« rily be ſo,” returned he; « who but juſt 
recovering from a ſevere diſpoſition can 
bear, what in full health and vigour 
« they muſt ſummon all their reſolution 
«to ſuſtain; for pleaſure and pain are 

_ « alike 


t * 

*e alike fatal in their extremes to minds 
* poſſeſſed of more than common ener- 
NE, "= Pleaſure in the extreme, re- 

plied the; © I have but little reaſon to 
40 wppretieds ; pain in the extreme, I have 
« already been but too well acquainted 
with.“ —“ Never deſpair,” ſaid Mr. 
Medway, < we know not to-day what to- 
<« morrow' may bring forth; but we 
_ « ſhould ever remember that there is a 
A gracious and all-ſeeing Power which 
« directs all human events, and to whoſe 
« keeping we — confide our lives 
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CHAPTER LI. 
BO UT noon N Medvsy und 

Edelfrida very tranquil, yet very 
defirous to ſee her Couſin, his compliance 
he therefore thought could ſcarcely in- 
jure her, but would certainly prove a 
great indulgence; he informed her that 
Miſs Dudley was arrived, and would be 
with her in a few minutes. This intelli⸗ 
gence diſcovered to him, that her heart, 
though deeply wounded, was not broken; 
that her boſom, though oppreſſed with 
ſorrow, was ſtill capable of feeling ſweet 
and ſoothing ſenſations; for over her 
pale cheek a tranſient glow of ſatisfac- 
tion paſſed, and ſomething reſembling a 
ray of pleaſure beamed from her languid 
eye, as ſhe exclaimed, Oh, conduct her 
« to me; her preſence ever afforded me 


66 Confolation under all my troubles and 
991 «© mis- 
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* misfortunes, and in my happieſt mo- 
* ments ſhe was the friend I moſt loved, 
© the choſen partner of all my pleaſures.” 
Mr. Medway heſitated no longer to in- 
troduce Miſs Dudley, who flew to the 
bedſide, and with tears of joy fervently 
kiſſed and gazed by turns on the wan, 
emaciated, trembling; Edelfrida, whoſe 
arms were inſtantly thrown round her 
neck, to teſtify the tranſport ſhe could-not 
utter Do 1, then, enjoy the felicity of 
« ſeeing my Edelfrida reſtored to life and 
© recollection? cried Miſs Dudley: © this 
ec moment makes me amends for the pain 
ce and anxiety. I have endured ſince I en- 
tered this houſe.” Down Edelfrida's 
pale cheeks big drops of mingled joy and 
ſorrow faſt trickled, and at length ſhe 
faintly ſaid, My beloved Maria, my 
* friend, how bitter to your poor Edel- 
i frĩda has been our long ſeparation ] how 


| « conſolatory,” how ſweet. is this meeting 
« to her! my heart, though pierced with 
the keeneſt arrow of affliction, is yet 
21" I» | f | «-feel- 
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« feelingly alive to its tenderneſs, its af- 
« fection for you.” —* Affliction ſhall 
te never more approach you,” replied 
Miſs Dudley, « if my unwearied friend 
« ſhip can prevent it; now I have once 
te more found you, my Edelfrida, we'll 
« never part again till you are reſtored to 


« a ſuperior happineſs, than any it is in 


my power to ſecure for you..“ Then, 
Maria, we ſhall never part, returned 
ſhe, © for no ſuperior happineſs is deſtined 
© for me in this world. I had formed 
« but one idea, one wiſh beyond your 
te friendſhip, and that is utterly at an end; 
« the fabric of Hope in falling to the 
« ground has, you ſee, nearly cruſhed me 
in its ruin.“ J hope, returned Miſs 
Dudley, © that you have alarmed your- 


« ſelf unneceſſarily ; Lord Oſmond is cer- 
ce tainly alive, or there would, without 


doubt, have been accounts of his death. 
I have read the paragraph which gave 
you ſo ſudden and violent a ſnock, and 
We find that it gives us any cauſe 
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to deſpair; it ſays, ſeverely wounded, 
but does not mention his life being 
endangered.“ Pray heaven he may 
te be fafe,” cried Edelfrida, raiſing her 
"ſtreaming eyes; © in mercy let him not 
ce die in the commiſſion of an act contrary 
ce to the laws of God as well as thoſe of 
ee man, and I will teach my heart to en- 
.< dure all other ſorrows.” —< All other 
4c forrows, my beloved Edelfrida,” faid 
Miſs Dudley, © will, I truſt, be done 
tc away, for ever obliterared from your 
« heart; tis time they ſhould give place 
ec to peace and happineſs.” —* Ah, Ma- 

ce ria replied: the irn Edelfrida, 

* you little know how impoſſible the ac- 

ec compliſhment of your kind wiſh is, nor 
«can I now tell you, the recollecti on ago- 

- nizes me. - Miſs Dudley was alarmed 
on ſeeing her whole frame diſordered; her 
. countenance. undergo a terrifying change, 
and her eyes cloſe as in death. She called 
to the attendants, and Mr. Medway, who 


was reading in the next room, hearing the 
2 ſummons 
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ſummons given in a voice expreſſive of 
diſtreſs, immediately ran into the apart- 
ment to learn the cauſe of i it, and was no 
leſs ſhocked than Miſs Dudley, when he 
looked on Edelfrida: they haſtily applied 
ſeveral remedies, and at length reſtored 
her; but Mr. Medway would no longer 
ſuffer Miſs Dudley to remain with her; 
he inſiſted on her quitting the room, and 
he would himfelf ſtay till the doctor re- 
turned. | ONE no Bit 9861 
From this time great caution was pre- 
ſeryed with regard to the invalid, no per- 
ſon was allowed to converſe with her for 
above a minute at a time, and then only 
on common topics; and the good effect 
produced from it amply repaid them for 
the reſtraint they impoſed on themſelves, 
for in two days more Edelfrida was able - 
to fit up near an tour, and was NG 
better in all reſpe&s. 7 

No letters yet from Lady Oſmond, nor 
any tidings of Lord Oſmond, were ar- 
rived, and it was now the fixth day fince 

me | Mr, 
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Mr. Medway had written, he therefore 
began hourly to expect anſwers, 
During theſe fix anxious days, Mr. 
Ainſdale had never failed to call twice 
each day to inquire aſter Edelfrida, but 
he charged the ſervants to deliver no meſ- 
ſage from him, only inform m exactly 
' how ſhe continued. 4 
On the ſeventh day Edelfrida, weary 
of lying ſo long in bed, expreſſed a wiſh 
to be laid on a ſopha, and carried into 
the next room for a little change of ſcene; 
the doctor, who now came only in the 
mornings for an hour or two, readily com- 
plied with her requeſt, and ſhe was con- 
veyed into the dreſſing room, bearing 
the removal very tolerably, and appear - 
ing relieved from all bodily complaints, 
except the languor of weakneſs. Mis 
Dudley fat conſtantly by her, and ſhe 
talked a little with more cheerfulneſs than 
had been expected from her. Lady Ruſh- 
worth and Mr. Medway by turns ſtayed 
in ** room, 1 thing which could 


cauſe 
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cauſe the flighteft emotion was carefully 
guarded againſt by all parties. | 
In the afternoon of this day, a carriage 

was heard from Edelfrida's apartments to 
enter the court. The door of this dreſ- 
ſing room opened into a gallery which 
communicated immediately with the hall, 
the principal entrance into the houſe, and 
the road to every part of it. Mr. Med- 
way on hearing the ſound went out to in- 
quire from whoſe approach it proceeded; | 
as he opened the room door, voices were 
heard coming along the gallery; Edel- 
frida ſtarted, a deep crimſon inſtantly co- 
vered her pale cheek, an univerſal trem- 
bling ſeized her, and ſhe muſt have fallen 
from the ſofa had not Miſs Dudley, kneel- 
ing down by her, fupported her in her 
arms, crying out, What is it that thus 
© terrifies you, my love! ' That voice, 
< that well-known voice,” returned ſhe, 
faintly ; © fave me, preſerve me, | dear 
e Maria,” continued ſhe, her head ſinking 
on Mis Dudley's arm, Mr. Medway was 
now 


. 19 J. 
now honed to ſay, < I. vill not anſwer * 
< the conſequences, a ſudden ſhock might 
« kill her,” “ Tell her, then,” rented”. 
another yoice, « tell her, I am come, and 
ce conjure her not to refuſe me an oppor- 
tunity of ſoliciting her forgiveneſs for 
« the injuries I have baſely, cruelly 
ce done her: if ſhe knew how ſeverely, 
ce though juſtiy 1 have ſuffered, ſhe-would, 
7 am certain ſhe would, allow. ſomething 
ein pity, ta my, x wretchednels,” . 
| «] will endeavour,” ſaid Mr. Medway, 
© to break your arrival gently to her, 
cc if, indeed, ſhe is not already apptiſed of 
ce jt by the imprudence we are gullty of, 
„in talking fo near the door. gf her apart: 
« ment.” ! But be. quick, my good 
« Sir,” cried the other, who Miſs Dudley, 
by this Apen, e to be. Lord of 


Mr. Tn in * wh ſame low — ond, 
he now. re- entered the room; Edelfrida 
raiſed her head, and with terror in her 
looks, exclaimed, 1 know what you 
could 
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ce would ſay, but I am not ſo abject to re- 
« ceive from his compaſſion, what I muſt. 
no longer hope from his affection: 
no, he has caſt,me from his heart, and 
« Heaven knows, I end, if Pofible, 
« caſt him from mine.“. 5 
e Since you know that Lond Oſmond 
ce is here,” replied Mr. Medway, ce my. 


<« caution is unneceſſary ; but let me not 
ce be unſucceſsful in every way; let me 
«© have your conſent to tell him, that you 


« will ſee him when you are more able to 

ce ſupport the interview, and hear, at leaſt, 
c what he has to urge in his defence. 
« Why, why ſhould I be inſulted again 2”. 
cried ſhe, in violent agitation ;-.* to what: 
c purpoſe ſhould we meet, when I, already. 
« know that he deſpiſes, condemns, and 
« hates. me Be aſſured, my dear 
ſaid Mr. Medway, kindly taking her hand, 

« I, will not ſuffer, you to be inſulted; and 
« did I not know certainly that Lord Oſ- 
mond can, in a great meaſure, acquit- 
4 himſelf of any voluntary or intentional 
injury 
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c injury to you, I would be the laſt perſon 
cc on earth to wiſh you to ſee him.“ 
Lord Oſmond, who was on the outſide the 
door, where Mr. Medway had purpoſely 
left him, to hear what Edelfrida faid, 
could now no longer command himſelf 
or his paſſion, but ruſhing forward, was 
in an inſtant at her feet; ſhe ſcreamed 
at the ſight of him, and fainting, fell 
back on the ſopha; he roſe and caught 


her in his arm, in ſpite of all oppoſition, 


and vehemently cried out, What have 
« done? Have I deftroyed her? Is the 
ce fight of me death to her? Oh, cruel, 
« unkind Edelfrida! Oh, wretched Oſ- 
% mond! ati a moment like this to loſe 


ec her for ever, when each bar to our 


© union is removed, fave her own unre- 
« Jenting reſentment; which ſhe will die, 
% rather” than” yield!“ Lord Ofmond's 
right zm was in a ſling; it was the 


| wounded - afm, and the exertion he had 


made, in ſeizing Edelfrida, had opened the 
wound, from which blood began to flow; 
Kifei 2 his 
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his countenance became pale and ghaſtly, 
and unable any longer to ſuſtain her 
weight, he was compelled to reſign her to 
Mr. Medway, and Miſs Dudley's care, 


while groaning beneath the anguiſh of 
mind, and pain of body, he ſtaggered to a 
chair, and ſupported himſelf by leaning 


over the back of it. At that inſtant Edel- 
frida revived, and beheld him a ſpectacle 
to awaken pity, in a boſom leſs feeling 


than her own; ſhe ſaw him bleed, the 


_ dying paleneſs of his complection ſtruck 
her, and ſhe believed that he had com- 


mitted on himſelf ſome raſh deed, for 
which ſhe was to be anſwerable; for get 


ting all reſentment, then, and filled only 
with tenderneſs and alarm, ſhe ſprang from 


the ſofa, and ſunk proſtrate at his feet, - 


crying in a voice of anguiſh, Oh, Of- 
ec mond! have I murdered you? Speak 
« to me, look at me; kill me not with this 


* dreadful ſilence, and I will believe. alt 
you wiſh me to believe; I will think of 
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e you anly with that tender affection, 
„ which has never forſaken my heart.“ 
Oſmond, overpowered by her attitude, 
which he had not ſtrength to alter; by her 
voice and her words, which penetrated his 
ſoul, had not power enough left to ſpeak. 
Mr. Medway now made a vigorous effort 
to get Edelfrida out of the room, that 
Lord Oſmond might receive the aſſiſtance 
he ſtood ſo much in need of: he endeavour- 
ed to make her comprehend that the 
blood which filled her with horror and af- 
fright, flowed from a wound in his arm, 
received in the conteſt ſhe already knew 
of, and with difficulty ſhe was perſuaded 
he was not dying; ſhe then ſuffered them 
to carry her back to her on room, where 
weeping over her, while Mr. Medway re- 
turned to have Lord Oſmond's arm bound 
up afreſn, till the ſurgeon could arrive, 
who had been ſent for. His Lordſhip's 
own ſervants were called in, and by de- 
grees they brought him to himſelf again. 
The 


1 56 7 
The firſt words he uttered, were an 
anxious inquiry after Edelfrida; and when 
he learnt that ſhe was gone to her room, 
and rather more compoſed, he quietly 
ſuffered his attendants to lead him to an 
apartment which had been haſtily prepared 
for him by Mr. Medway's orders, who 
alſo accompanied him there, at his own 
requeſt; he then conſented to go to bed, 
for indeed, he felt himſelf too much dif- 
ordered to fit up, without great pain. 
The ſurgeon came ſoon after, and the arm 
was dreſſed, and no injury ſuſtained, ex- 
cept chat of retarding the cure a little; a 
penalty to which the impetuoſity of his 
Lordſhip's temper expoſed him every | 
hour, from ſome circumſtance or other 
which unavoidably occurred. When the 
ſurgeon retired, Lord Oſmond *entreated 
« Mr.'Medway to go to Edelfrida's apart- 
« ment, and bring him word in what tate 
<« ſhe. continued, then lend him his patient 
cc attention to a recital he was eager to 
© make, in order to acquit himſelf of the 

| K 2 % mon · 
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* monſtrous and inhuman, the ſavage and 
1 infamous part he muſt have appeared to 
act againſt his injured Edelfrida.“ 
Mr. Medway having ſeen and lamented 
the all effects of oppoſing a diſpoſition na- 
turally too warm, and rendered violent by 
repeated diſappointments, and by contend- 
ing emotions, no longer combated Lord 
Oſmond's deſire, though, had he been left 
to decide, he would have poſtponed all 
diſcourſe for that night; hut now thinking 
it beſt to gratify him, he went to Edel- 
frida's room, and found her ſomewhat 
tranquillized, by the pains Miſs Dudley 
had taken to explain thoſe appearances 
which had ſo much terrified her. She 
held out her hand to Mr. Medway, and 
with a faint ſmile, ſaid, “ It is in vain to 
« difſemble' any longer; tell me, then, 
*«« dear Sir, have I any thing to fear for 
L e the life of Lord Oſmond, or does Maria 
« tell me truly that nothing new, no freſh 
« calamity has happened?” 


« Miſs 
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« Miſs Dudley,” replied he, © has told 

* you the truth, I give you my word: 
Lord Oſmond's appearing to you in a 
te ſituation ſo alarming, was merely the 
te effect of that exertion he had made to 
ce ſupport you, at the moment when his 
tc preſence had deprived you of ſenſation; 
« and I now come from him, to learn 
<« whether you have, in any degree, re- 
ce covered the alarm his imprudence cauſed 
you; and whether,” added he, ſmiling, 
« you are inclined. to keep your word 
te with him, by believing all he wiſhes 
« you to believe, and ſtill generouſly and 
© candidly acknowledge that affection and 
« tenderneſs which, in the anguiſh and 
« terror of your mind, you confeſſed.” — 
*« Ah, ſpare me !” cried Edelfrida, turning 
away her face, which in an inſtant. was co- 
vered with a deep bluſh; © ſpare me, and 
&* do not take advantage of a confeſſion 
* which was extorted from. me by the diſ- 
ce traction of my ſenſes, and the apparent 
horror of the moment.” “ Be con- 
K 3 « yinced,”* 
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« vinced, returned Mr. Medway, © that 
« 1 ſhall zealouſly ſupport your claim to 
* the moſt delicate reſpe&, rather than 
© take any advantage, or allow any to be 
te taken of an avowal made under fuch 
te trying circumſtances.. I believe Lord 
ce Oſmond is no leſs able, I am convinced 
« he is impatient, to clear up every thing 
ce to your entire ſatisfaction, which has 
* ſeemed ſuſpicious of your conſtancy, 
* and injurious to your character and 
« happineſs; and I am now going back 
« to him, at his requeſt, to liſten to his 
tc explanation, that I may, ere you meet 
c again, have it in my power fully to re- 
* Move every doubt from your mind. 
< ] ſhall be better ſatisfied to wait till he is 
more able to enter on ſuch a ſubject,” 
ſaid ſhe, ftill concealing her face; en- 
te deavour then, dear Sir, to perſuade 
«< him that you think it will be ſafer 
* to defer, at leaſt till to-morrow, all 
« converfation of an intereſting nature. 

N 6e If 
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« If I ſay that you think ſo, * replied 
Mr. Medway, © I believe I ſhould be 
« more likely to ſucceed; but to tell you 
« the truth, I find it too arduous a taſk 
« to contend with theſe impetuous ſpirits ; 
e T ſhall, therefore, reſerve my advice for 
« thoſe over whom I preſume to have 
te ſome little influence: if I do not err 
« in ſuppoſing you one of that number, 
« ] expect you to attend to my recom- 
te mendation, and compoſe yourſelf 
ce quietly to reſt, leaving all recollection 
te on the paſt and the future till a more 
* convenient ſeaſon.” “ I will endea- 
« your to obey you,” faid ſhe. He 
then wiſhed her good night, and return- 
ed to Lord Oſmond's room, rejoicing 
that an event, from which he had 
dreaded conſequences the moſt fatal, 
was likely to turn out fo differently; 
he ſaw from this, that the influence 
the mind has over the body, is power- 
ful enough to annihilate, or reſtore the 
Ya latter 
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latter almoſt in an inſtant; and he 
now began to hope there was ſtill ſome 
happineſs in ſtore for Edelfrida, even in 
this world. 


c HA. 
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CHAPTER LXIV. 


HEN Mr. Medway got back to 
his Lordſhip, he was pleaſed to 
find him calm and rational, and the in- 
telligence he gave him of Edelfrida, ſerved 
to confirm this happy temperance of 
mind.—< Now then, Sir,“ ſaid he, © fit 
« down by me, and hear me explain the 
ce cauſe of that phrenzy which brought 
e me down into Yorkſhire, about three 
« weeks ago.” Mr. Medway: did not 
know before, that he had been in York- 
ſhire ; but he reſolved not to interrupt 
him, rather to reſerve what he had to ſay 
on the ſubject, till Lord Oſmond had 
made an end of his communication. His 
Lordſhip thus went on: © An unpleaſant 
cc affair, in which my friend Evelyne was 
ce engaged ſome time ago, prevented my 
K 5 ce putting, . 
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4 putting in practice a ſcheme I had form- 
« ed to make the tour of England, as the 
* only feeble hope which remained to me 
« of diſcovering the retreat to which 
« Edelfrida had been conveyed ; indeed, 
« I ſhould immediately have concluded 
« that Lady Oſmond had ſent her out of 
« the kingdom, and concealed her in one 
cc of thoſe houſes in France, to which her 
&« religion, and her long reſidence in that 
* country had given her eaſy acceſs, and 
& in which I was not allowed to ſearch 
« for her; but the alteration of affairs now 
« rendered this almoſt impoſſible; 1 
« therefore perſuaded myſelf ſhe was til} 
« in England, and that by viſiting every 
© county in it, and by making minute 
_ « jnquiries, I might poſſibly learn ſome 
tc tidings of her; at leaſt it would have 
te been a relief to my mind to have been fo 
« employed; but thus prevented, I haſ- 
« tened to my friend in London ; he was, 
however, happily eaſed of his appre- 
r henfions about the life a gentleman with 
| | cc whom 
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ic whom he had had a duel; but being de- 
« termined to remain in town for the pur- 
«poſe of repairing, as much as poſſible, 
te the evil he had been tempted, by an 
te unfortunate combination of | circum- 
tc ſtances to inflict; I once more left him; 
te finding my preſence was unneceſſary at 
« that time. I then ſet off to Barnly 
« Manor, intending to make it part of my 
« way in the projected tour; there I meant 
te only to wait till my ſervants. and horſes 
* could join me, not having taken them 
te to London, but travelled poſt for ex- 
« pedition. This part of my ſtory I could 
« vviſh to bury in eternal oblivion, but it 
« is proper my Edelfrida ſhould be ac- 
e quainted with every, the moſt minute, 
« action, and the motive which gave riſe 
to it. My ſiſter, the Marchioneſs of 
e Armington, I found, as I imagined, on 
ce the verge of deſtruction, gay, giddy, 
« thoughtleſs, and vain ; ſhe permitted the 
« attentions of a man, who, in return for 
« the n friendſhip and hoſpitality 
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ce of the Marquis, whoſe houſe was an 
ce aſylum to him, while the confuſion of 


e his own country compelled him to ab- 


«ſent himſelf from it, infidiouſly, vil- 
ce Jainouſly, inſinuated himſelf into the af- 
« fections of his wife. The Marquis, 
* unſuſpecting by nature, and entertain- 
ce ing too high an opinion both of my un- 
«happy ſiſter and his treacherous friend, 
perceived it not; but I, Jealous for the 
« honour-of my family, and, in general, 

s too apt to ſeize an idea which threatened 


cc its diſgrace, Was more quick ſighted 3 


« ſtill hoping my ſiſter was guilty only of 
* an imprudent and cenſurable levity of 
< manners; I nevertheleſs reſolved on put- 
«ting a ſtop to her farther intimacy with 
«© MonſieurdeSangyvere, and by making the 


ec quarrel my own, preſerve her fame from 
0 the rude breath of ſlander, and keep the 


Marquis ignorant of what would only 
«« deſtroy his peace. While 1 was medi- 


"© rating how to accompliſh this ſcheme, 
I received a letter from Lady Oſmond, 


« incloſing 
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c incloſing one from Lady Ruſhworth, 
© with a paragraph marked in. it for 
« my peruſal, to which my mother re- 
cc ferred me, ſaying, that if I could get 
c the better of thoſe facts, for ſuch ſhe did 
© not doubt them to be, ſhe would no 
© more oppoſe my union with Miſs Dud- 
ee ley, who having proved herſelf ſo un- 
te worthy of the affection I had fo long 
e maintained for her, would render me 
an object no longer deſerving a mother's 
cc regard or conſideration, but loſt to ho- 
ce nour, and dead to all ſenſe of feeling and 
« Jaudable pride; to which ſhe was con- 


tent to conſign me, if I could ſtill be 


te the dupe of my own paſſions, in the in- 
es tereſted artifice of a worthleſs girl.” 
« Here the violence of my temper broke 
ce looſe inthe bittereſt invectives againſt the 
« parties concerned in this malicious fa- 
« brication, as I was firm in believing it; 
ec then I exulted in the toil Lady Oſmond 
had caught herſelf in, and reſolved in- 
« __ to ſer off for Yorkſhire, and ac- 

” cepting 
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n cepting the conſent thus inſultingly 


c given, never quit Edelfrida more, till 1 
had obtained a legal title to protect 
« her. I took one of the Marquis's 
c horſes, and unattended, began my jour- 
t ney, leaving the family at Barnly 
Manor in aſtoniſnment, to conjecture 
<«.the cauſe of my ſudden flight; but 
e hen I got near this place, being unac- 
ce. quainted with the roads, I turned off too 
« ſoon, and loſt myſelf in the bye-lanes, 

till unfortunately my evil genius brought 
« meout near the cottage, mentioned 1n 
Lady Ruſhworth's letter; at that mo- 
ee ment my Edelfrida was fainting in Mr. 
< Ainſdale's arms, who has, through your 
«« means, been ſo good to clear up the 
* whole affair. Staggered by this cir- 
4 cumſtance, a jealous rage was inſtantly 
* kindled in my breaſt, and with difficulty 
J forbore to call him to an account 
then; I forced myſelf, however, on a 
« a moment's reflection, to ride off, and 
—— to act, be convinced 
ö 0 « that 


[ 207 ] 

that Lady Ruſhworth's intelligence was 
Le indeed true. Diſtracted and irreſolute 
 « where, to go next, I rode about till 
e Edelfrida again appeared, leaning on 
« Mr. Ainſdale's arm; near the gate, 
« which I ſuppoſe leads into the grounds 
e belonging to this houſe, I ſaw them 
« part; he was agitated, ſhe in tears; when 
cc he was gone, I turned my horſe, and 
« paſſed her on the full gallop ; whether 
& ſhe knew me or not, I cannot tell, but 
« for that night I took up my abode in a 
ce miſerable public houſe, on the road 
« fide; and on the next day, went to the 
« cottage, to queſtion the woman, and 
_ « learn from her ſimplicity what I had to 
« hope or fear: that very ſimplicity and 
« ;jgnorance confirmed me in the infa- 
« mous belief of my Edelfrida's falſchood, 
« and leaving a ſtrange meſſage with her, I 
e ſet out in ſearch of Mr, Ainſdale; he 
« moſt fortunately had left home that very 
« morning; I was, however, convinced 
* the agitation on his part, and the tears 

e 
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* on Edelfrida's, the evening before, were 
c the conſequence of their ſeparation, the 
* continuance of which I could not gueſs. 
«In a ſtate of mind better imagined than 
cc deſcribed, I then came to a determina- 
ce tion never to ſee her more, and that very 
e day began my journey back to Barnly 
<« Manor, leaving my horſe at the next 
ic town, and from thence taking a chaiſe, 

reached Barnly Manor, in a fit frame 
t of mind to execute the purpoſe I had 
« formed of being revenged on the de- 
cc ftroyer of my ſiſter's honour. The Mar- 
« quis received me with even more than 
ce his accuſtomed friendlineſs, on ſeeing. 
« theanguiſhof my ſoul through the gloom 
ec which overwhelmed me, and I ſwore - 
ce to ſacrifice myſelf, rather than he ſhould 
« fall the victim of ſuch villainy. I was 
tc not long in deliberating. ] ſet off for 
t London in two days time, leaving a letter 
« for Monſieur de Sangvere, requiring him 
«to follow me, and give me the ſatisfac- 


tion my honour demanded, or confeſs 
= himſelf 
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te himſelf a ſcoundrel, and quit the king- 
** dom inſtantly : he choſe the former, and 
* we met at a place appointed, without 
« ſeconds, for he had no friend in England 
* to whom he could apply, and I did not 
te chuſe to involve the only man I would 
te have appplied to on ſuch an occaſion 
ein a diſagreeable buſineſs, having but 
« juſt before relieved himſelf from the 
< embarraſſment of acting as a principal 
te in a ſimilar affair, I ordered my fervant 
ce to be at the place of rendezvous time 
ce enough to procure any neceſſary af- 
« ſiſtance for either, or both parties; 1 
e might have confided in him, I knew, 
© but there being no occaſion, I told 
« Monſieur de Sangvere of the only pre- 
cc caution I had taken, and we afterwards 
* took our ground ; the conſequence was 
ce this wound to me, to him only a ſlight 
ce ſcratch. I was then carried back to my 


« lodgings in a chair; he thought it proper 


ce to ſet out on his way to the continent, 
not thinking it prudent to wait the event. 
5 cc As 
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As ſoon as I could recollect myſelf I 
<« {ent for Evelyne, who was in town; he 
« came to me immediately, and without 

< my knowledge, diſpatched a ſervant to 

Lady Oſmond, to inform her of my ſitu- 

< ation, hoping to effect a reconciliation 

by this means; her Ladyſhip and my 

c ſiſter Julia haſtened to London on the 

« intelligence, and found me, as they 

ec thought, in an alarming condition, 

c much more from the perturbation of 
< my mind than from my wound. Their 

< preſence baniſhed; my friend, for Lady 
«©. Oſmond has not yet yielded to the wiſhes 
4 of all her family on the ſubject of a 
& marriage between Julia and Evelyne, 

* though diſappointed in her expectations 

« of uniting her daughter to the ſon of 

Madame de Villeneuf; but I muſt con- 
4 feſs that ſhe made me amends for de- 
4 priving me of the preſence of a man I 
e have long | valued: all the mother 

ec ſeemed to awaken ſuddenly in her heart, 
4 and ſhe attended me with unremitting 
” 8 Ns dili- 
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« diligence ; my ſiſter, too, was unwea- 
c ried in her ſolicitude and attention, and 
ce to their joint care I owe my life; to 
« your letter, my dear Sir, my reſtoration 
*to happineſs; for Lady Oſmond, 


« alarmed by my ſufferings and well ac- 


e quainted with my diſpoſition, now be- 
« gan to repent havingtorn Edelfrida from 
e me, though, as we both ſuppoſed, ſhe 
* was no longer deſerving of regard; yet 


my peace was, notwithſtanding, centered 


* wholly in her. Your letters, then, con- 
veyed a tranſport to my heart, of which 
can only give you a faint idea; the 
rapture was of that excruciating kind, 
<< that it had nearly been fatal to me: at 
«;length I overcame it, and the inſtant 1 
* could bear the motion of the carriage, 
I eluded the vigilance of my watchful 
« attendants :- I ordered my own man, 
< who ventured neither to diſcloſe nur 
« diſpute: my commands, to have every 
te thing ready for my departure, and 
while my mother and ſiſter imagined I 
1 « wa 
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& was quietly in bed, I ſet off for this 
« place: the reſt you are acquainted with, 
cc except that I left a few lines on my ta- 
c ble for Lady Oſmond, informing her 
ec of my deſign.” —© To what danger,” 
faid Mr. Medway, © has your impetuoſity 
© expoſed you, my Lord; and to what 
cc anxiety has it not ſubjected your family 
cc and friends.“ Very true, my good 
Sir,“ replied Lord Oſmond ;. but to 
© have reaſoned with feelings and paſſions 
c like mine at fuch a moment, would 
only have been to have rendered them 
e ſtill more violent; here I am, you ſee, 
© with little inconvenience ariſing from 
e my ra{hneſs; but bleſſed, beyond even 
my hopes, ſince my Edelfrida ſtill. re- 
r tains: her affection from me.” — 
This converſation laſted till Mr. Med- 
way thought it high: time to leave his 
Lordſhip to repoſe; for as he had fore- 
ſeen, it rather ſerved to augment than 
calm the perturbation he had before un- 
dergone ; his own man, who was to fit up 
. with 
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with him, was now called into the room, 
and Mr. Medway prevailed upon him to 
promiſe, that Doctor Pierſon ſhould be 
admitted to him in the morning when he 
came to viſit Edelfrida ; he then left him, 
offering up, as he quitted the apartment, 
a fervent though ſilent prayer to Heaven, 
for the preſervation of two people, who, 
notwithſtanding that they had themſelves 
too often, by their raſhneſs, defeated 
their own felicity, were yet poſſeſſed of 

good and noble qualities ſufficient to in- 
tereſt in their favour all who were inti- 
mately connected either by e or 
nnn with chem. 
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diate as As Medway 
— a letter was delivered 
ain ende wes Ams a ſervant 
of Lady Oſmond's juſt arrived had 
7115 996 ee ert EN the con- 
dents : | 


„Dx An SIR, 

THE liberties we have taken, and 
are ſtill about to take with Lady Ruſh- 
worth and yourſelf, demand ſome apo- 
logy; but our perplexities, our fears, and 
our diſtreſſes are ſuch, that we truſt you 
will both forgive the treſpaſs we are guilty 
of on your leiſure and your feelings. 
My ſon, Lord Oſmond, is already with 
you, and ſhould his inconſiderate reſolu- 
tion to hazard his life by the fatigue of a 
long Journey, have entailed on you the 

melan- 
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melancholy office of attending a ſecond 
invalid, I ſhall be rather grieved than ſur- 
prized ; for he was certainly in no ſitua- 
tion to take the ſtep he has done with any 
degree of ſafety. My conſternation; on 
reading his letter which he left behind 
him to explain his departure, could only 
be equalled by my apprehenſions; and 
my daughter Julia, who was with me, 
ſuffered ſo much, that I began to: tremble 
leſt ſhe ſhould be materially injured by the 
thock ;. her conſtitution being delicate in 
the extreme, and her nerves of late much 
ſhattered, in conſequence of an unfortunate 
attachment which I don't know how to 
approve : I muſt have ſome: converſation 
on the ſubject with you, my good Sir, and 
if you can reconcile, by any means, thoſe 
doubts and fears which attend the union 
of perſons whoſe religious ſentiments are 
ſo oppoſite, I believe I muſt yield, or loſe 
my darling child; one daughter has plant - 


ed a thorn in my boſom, the death of the 


other, I think, I ſhould ſcarcely ſurvive. 
I . "Id 
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The diſappointment Madame de Ville- 
neuf has met with, by exerting an undue 
authority over her ſon, together with your 
reaſoning on the ſubject, go very far to 
convince me I have miſtaken the road to 
happineſs by chooſing the path of ambi- 
tion; in graſping at too much, I have 
Hearly ſacrificed every thing about which 
I was anxious; if I have all my life been 
in an error, may I not hope to atone for 
it, in ſome meaſure, by a ſincere though 
late regret? If you think Miſs Dudley 

really worthy the affection Oſmond has 
given ſuch ſtrong proofs of, I will oppoſe 
him no more; I am content to withdraw 
my prohibition, though to you I may 
confeſs, I ſhould have been well pleaſed 
had he made choice of a woman of more 
ſplendid birth and fortunes; one who had 
never been in a degraded ſituation, and 
above all, one whoſe religion might have 
converted him from the heretical opinions 
in which he was unhappily educated; the 


nene of che woman he loves might 
; do 
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do much, and in this cafe the objection I 
make to Julia's marriage with Mr. Eve- 
lyne would have been done away in my 
fon's marriage with a Catholic; by the 
more natural and powerful ſolicitude I 
feel for Oſmond's future happineſs before 
that of his friends, to whom I wiſh well, 
but cannot ſo nearly intereſt myſelf for. 

I write to you from the inn where we 
are to ſleep; for truſting to your good- 
neſs and Lady Ruſhworth's hoſpitality, I 


Ruſhworth Abbey, it not being poſſible to 
content ourſelves at a diſtance from Oſ- 
mond at this juncture: my ſervant ſets off 
with this letter by four in the morning, 
to acquaint you that we ſhall pay our re- 


ſpects to you by dinner-time in perſon. - 


Miſs Dudley I hope to find recovering; 
ſhe is a lovely creature to look upon, and 
her affection for my ſon was, I am taught 
to think, diſintereſted at firſt ; the diſtrac- 
tion of mind you deſcribe proves it is 
violent now: teach her to receive me, 
vol. Iv. 1. dear 


am with my daughter now on the way to 
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dear Sir, as a friend; I cannot wonder if 
her preſent impreſſion of me is unfavour- 
able. Lady Ruſhworth may be aſſured 

that I bear no reſentment to her; on the 
_ contrary, had her report been, as I am 
certain ſhe believed it, true, and could 
Oſmond have overcome his paſſion, it 
would have been a matter of joy to me, I 
make no ſcruple of declaring; but ſince 
the young people are ſo very conſtant, 
we old ones have nothing leſt but com- 
pliance with the beſt grace in our power. 
My daughter deſires to join her reſpects 
to mine, which we entreat you to accept, 
and preſent to the good Lady of the 
Manſion towards which we are moving: 
and now adieu, dear Sir; I ſhall with 
great pleaſure and ſincerity perſonally of- 
fer you my warmeſt acknowledgements, 
and aſſure you how much I am 

bs Your obliged and 

Very faithful Friend, 
| C. OsmonD.” 


Mr. 
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Mr. Medway having read Lady Oſ- 
mond's letter, only waited till her fon 
was awake to read the greateſt part of it 
to him; he was juſt informed that his 
Lordſhip had fallen afleep about an hour 
before, after a very reſtleſs, uneafy night; 
he, therefore, gave orders that no noiſe 
ſhould be made near the apartment: his 
next care was, to inquire how Edelfnda 
found herſelf, and he had the ſatisfaction 
to hear that ſhe was wonderfully better. 
At breakfaſt Miſs Dudley confirmed this 
account, and added, That ſhe had left 
« her in the moſt tranquil and happy ſtate 
« of mind; relying on the aſſurance Mr. 
«© Medway had given her of an explana- 
ee tion, which would acquit Lord Oſmond, 
« and give her a view of future felicity : 
ce this explanation,” ſaid Miſs Dudley, 
* you will not, Sir, delay, I hope, ſince 
te the good effects are already ſo, viſible 
ec of the n you have made.” — 
« Cettainly not,” replied he; © as foon as 
* you are at leiſure to prepare our friend 
| L 2 « for 
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<« for my reception, I will attend her. 
Iwill go now, then,” returned Miſs 
Dudley, for I am impatient to have 
« my Edelfrida reſtored to happineſs ; 
« health will, I am convinced, quickly 
« follow.” —< May I hope,” faid Lady 
Ruſbworth, * that you, Miſs Dudley, 
cc and your Couſin, will forgive the error 
ce J was led into by appearances? Had 
« ſhe been more communicative, I ſhould 
tc not have been guilry of miſrepreſenting 
© her conduct, which, believe me, I did 
ec not do from any malicious motive, nei- 
cc ther did I expect that my friend, Mrs. 
« Marchall, would have ſent my letter to 
« Lady Oſmond; I did not reflect on 
. © the probability there was of her doing 
cc ſo, and mentioned the circumſtance as a 
« mere matter of news.” —*< I could not 
« for a moment ſuppoſe,” replied Miſs 
Dudley, © that your Ladyſhip acted with 
cc any deſign to injure one, Who, poſſeſſed 
ce of every great virtue, has but few 
« faults; and withal, is diſtinguiſhed by 
ce that 


L | 
« that faſcinating quality which might 
© charm the fierceſt anger.” —* For any 
« perſon intentionally to injure, and with- 
© out a motive too, a creature endowed 
te with every generous, benevolent ſenti- 
© ment, bleſſed with a heart to feel and to 
« alleviate the ſorrows of her fellow crea- 
ce tures, and formed in the moſt perfect 


« model of human nature, is impoſſible, | 


ec indeed,” cried Mr. Medway: ©« I 
* hope I may anſwer for my ſiſter,” he 
added, © that her error was not the conſe- 
ce quence of any evil motive. Both 
« Edelfrida and myſelf,” faid Miſs Dud- 
ley, © I am ſure, will very readily acquit 
Lady Ruſhworth of that; and in her 
© name I take upon me to requeſt your 
© Ladyſhip will think no more of a miſ- 
tc take from which no ill effects can now 
ce ariſe.” —Lady Ruſhworth faid, © She 
* ſhould be happy to convince Miſs 
« Dudley by her future friendſhip, that 
© in believing her innocent in intention, 
te they only did her juſtice,” They 

| 1 then 
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then ſeparated; Miſs Dudley went to pre- 
pare Edelfrida to admit Mr. Medway, 
while he went to make farther ne 
about Lord Oſmond. 

Edelfrida, in her Coulin' 8 K had 
been got up, by her own particular de- 
fire, and was juſt ſlowly moving towards 
the dreſſing room, ſupported by two wo- 
men, when ſhe returned to her: Miſs 
Dudley then aſſiſted to place her on the 
ſofa; afterwards ſhe told her of Mr. 
Medway's intention. Edelfrida could not 
conceal her eagerneſs to hear the pro- 
miſed recital, and, therefore, ſent to beg 
he would give it her immediately; ac- 
cordingly he came, and ſeating himſelf by 
her, he went through the whole clearly 
and circumſtantially, adding a few reflec- 
tions which he thought might be uſeful 
in future to his young friend, whoſe anxie- 
ties and ſorrows were now removed, no- 
thing of them remaining, ſave a latent 
fear for the life of Oſmond, whoſe raſh- 
neſs in undertaking ſuch a journey, at a 
ap P time 
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time when he ſhould have ſubmitted qui- 
etly to be directed by his friends, cauſed 
her an alarm, till Mr. Medway ce aſſured 
«© her he apprehended no danger; 128 
ee haps a few days confinement only.” — 

He read her that part of Lady Oſmond's 
jetter which was likely to give her plea- 
ſure only, and then left her to compoſe 
her ſpirits againſt the approaching meet- 
ing with her future mother. 

Juſt then Lord Oſmond awoke, and 
Mr. Med way was ſummoned to his room; 
he found him languid, and his burning 
hand proclaimed a little remaining fever; 
he complained of his head, too; but with 
the tendereſt ſolicitude aſked a thouſand 
queſtions in a minute about his beloved 

Edelfrida; the anſwers were calculated to 
afford him ſatisfaction, and his mother's 
letter did not rob him of it; for though 
ſhe did not approve, yet ſhe conſented to 
his union, and for the reſt he was content 
to truſt to time. He then urged Mr. 
Medway to ſtrengthen her in the inclina- 


14 tion 


1 224 J 


tion ſhe now ſhewed to attend to the hap- 
pineſs of his ſiſter and his friend; for that 
the felicity offered to him in the poſſeſſion 

of Edelfrida, would be incomplete if they 
were unhappy. He then inquired if there 
were any tidings from Barnly Manor; 


Mr. Medway aſſured him none; and after 
this converſation, Doctor Pierſon, who 
arrived in the midſt of it, and who firſt 
viſited Edelfrida, was introduced into 
Lord Oſmond's apartment, for whom he 
preſcribed, ordering him on no account 
to talk or agitate himſelf ; he promiſed to 
be paſſive. And pray,” ſaid he, Doc- 
tor, let this uncommon inſtance of pa- 
s tience be ſpeedily rewarded, leſt I 
« ſhould quarrel with my new acquain- 
e tance ere I have ſufficiently learnt its 
« virtues.”-—The Doctor © affured him, 
« if he would be guided, three or four 
« days ehe ſet him at liberty once 
c more. —< You tell me of an age, my 
* good Sir,” cried Oſmond ; but if you 


* — conſent to ſoſten the rigour of the 
« ſen» 
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« ſentence by the ſoothing preſence of my 
c Edelfrida, in the courſe of that tedious 
« term, though it were only for a mo- 
< ment, I reſign myſelf to your orders 
ce implicitly,” “ I can't promiſe you, 
© my Lord, replied the Doctor, to 
« expoſe my fair patient to the riſk of 
« having her ſpirits fluttered ; but if I 
« find her ſo well in a few days as to juſ- 
« tify my conſent to your meeting, I will 
mention your requeſt to her. You 
deal out your grace with a caution be- 
coming your character, Sir,” ſaid Of- 
mond, fmiling ; © but in no proportion 
« to the unreaſonable expectations of a 
% man, in whoſe heart all other images 
cc are centered in the bright one you with- 
hold from his eyes.” —© To reſtore it 
« in full fplendor, my Lord, returned. 
the Doctor, and that your Lordſhip 
may be enabled to view it without in- 
jury to yourſelt, we will for the pre- 
e ſent cloſe aur converſation.” —** Your 

| 5 com- 
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commands are deſpotic, Sir,” ſaid Oſ- 
mond, and 1 ſubmit.” — 
About four o'clock Lady Oſmond and 
Lads Julia arrived, and Mr. Medway, 


© who: was all conlideration, ordered din- 


ner to be immediately ſerved up, that 
while the ladies were engaged by that, 
Edelfrida might compoſe herſelf ſuffici- 
entſy to receive them in the afternoon. 
Lady Oſmond's firſt queſtion was, how 
her ſon had borne his journey, and ſhe felt 
herſelf relieved on hearing that he had 
ſuffered in no greater a degree: Lady 
Julia alſo expreſſed the moſt heartfelt 
pleaſure on being informed that her bro- 
ther and Edelfrida were both in ſo fair a 
way of being reſtored. Mr. Medway re- 
queſted them not to ſee Lord Oſmond 
immediately, and they complied. 
When dinner was ended, he went him- 
% ſelf to his Lordſhip and told him his mo- 
ther and ſiſter were come. Has Lady 
« Oſmond ſeen my Edelfrida?“ ſaid he, 
anxiouſly, — © Not yet, replied Mr. 
Medway; 
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Medway ; © but they are prepared to 
ec meet this evening as m as her Lady- 
ce ſhip has been with you.” —< I charge 

ce you, Sir,” cried he, catching hold of Mr. 
Medway's arm, ©'not to let her be agi- 
ce tated or alarmed; I ſhall be miſerable 
« till 1 hear how ſhe ſupports this inter- 
« view.. Don't fear,” returned Mr. 
Medway, „your Edelfrida is no longer 
« apprehenſive of Lady Oſmond's pre- 
«ſence, who means now to embrace her 
e as her daughrer.” —< For ever dear to 
« her ſon,” exclaimed he,; © will be the 
« day which confirms that title!“ It 
c may not be diſtant,” ſaid Mr. Medway, 
&« if your „ee is now content to re- 
ce main quiet.” —“ The reward is great, 
cried Oſmond; * the condition à little 
ee painful.” —* All human happineſs has 
cc its alloy; who expects perfect and un- 
« mixed enjoyment in this life, will loſs: 
«even that portion of felicity allotted! 
« to him,“ returned Mr. Med way e | 


as he was leaving the room.— 
L 6 Lady 


„ 

Lady Oſmend and Lady Julia now 

were introduced into Lord - Oſmond's 
. es who received them with viſi- 
ble pleaſure ; they gently reproached him 
with having given them ſuch an alarm; 
he in return pleaded his anxiety to be re- 
ſtored to Edelfrida's good opinion. Ob- 
ſerving the Doctor's orders, they made 

their viſit a ſhort one, proceeding after- 
wards to Edelfrida's room, of whom they 
were charged to be careful. and tender. 
Lady Oſmond, on the firſt view of the 
pale, emaciated figure which preſented 
1felf to her as the once blooming Edel- 
frida, ſhrunk back, and felt in her boſom 
a compunction of the keeneſt kind for 
having been the cauſe of this alteration ; 
but Lady Julia, who had not one reproach 
to make herſelf, embraced her future ſiſ- 
ter with the moſt affectionate ſweet- 
neſs, yet not unmixed with grief to be- 
hold her ſo changed. Lady Oſmand, 
then. recovering herſelf, kindly careſſed 
_ and Edelfrida received theſe tokens 
of 
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of her promiſed happineſs with a ſenſibi- 
lity which, for awhile, diſordered her 
whole frame: the firft ſhock and agitation 
of ſpirits being over, ſhe accepted the fa- 
vour Lady Oſmond now afforded her; 
with gratitude and graceful, modeſt ſatif- 
faction, calculated to enſure the continu- 
ance. of it; to Lady Julia ſhe was all 
_ glowing with tenderneſs, and of her dear 
Miſs Montague ſhe received every account 
ſhe could defire—of the Marchioneſs ſhe 
feared to afk; but Lady Oſmond going 
again to her fon, Lady Julia ſaid to her, 
« Poor Clara's imprudence has coſt us all 
« very dear, my fweet. Edelfrida ; but I 
© hope ſhe is not wholly loft to happi- 
« neſs; Henrietta, who is with her, gives 
«me a very lively and feeling deſcrip- 
< tion of her ſufferings when ſhe got to 
„her. She had, in the anguiſh of her 
«foul, acquainted the Marquis with the 
« occaſion of the duel, and in proteſting 
to him her innocence of any criminal 
attachment to that wretch, Sangvere, 

« the 
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« ſhe threw herſelf at his feet, and beſought 
. him to puniſh her imprudence and le- 
« yity with what ſeverity he thought 
ce proper, but not to caſt her on the con- 
te tempt of the world; he generouſly, no- 
ce bly, and kindly raiſed her up, and pro- 
© miſed to protect her from the tongue 
« of flander at the hazard of his life. — I 


« believe, Clara, ſaid he, * that you are 


<« innocent. of every thing but a little 
_ - ©. thoughtleſs levity, which has been ſuf- 
« ficiently puniſhed already. I will, 
ce therefore, never reproach you with 
« what is paſt, only expect and hope that 
« in future, your own fame and happineſs 
<« ſhall become objects worthy your ſtrict- 
« eſt attention. The treacherous: friend 
c who would have ſeduced you from your- 
« ſelf and me, merits our juſt abhorrence; 
% your brother has raſhly wreſted from 

© me the means of revenge, but Heaven 
« will overtake, with its juſt vengeance, 
« the wretch who dares violate all laws ; 


to that we will commit him ſo long as 
66 he 


1 
« he keeps at a diſtance from us; but 
* ſhould he ever again preſume to break 
« in upon our domeſtic peace, the arm of 
© an offended huſband muſt vindicate its 
« rights.'—Clara was more wounded by 
* this generoſity than ſhe would have been 
te by the bittereſt reproaches ; and has it 
© not preſerved her from deſtruction? 
« Certainly: it has; for had the Marquis 
*« acted: as moſt other men would have 
c acted on fuch a trial, my ſiſter would 
© have been inevitably loſt. Henrietta 
cc was ſent for to ſuſtain and conſole our 
« unhappy Clara; for both my mother 
ce and I were engaged in our attendance 
« on Oſmond; beſides which, had we been 
s at liberty we ſhould not have gone; 
my mother has not yet forgiven her, 
ce neither will ſhe ſuffer me to go to her; 
« hut the time is, I truſt, approaching, 
« when we ſhall all be re- united. Oſ- 
« mond, in his own recovered happineſs, 
ce will-not refuſe to admit our ſiſter as a 
5 ver of it ; Edelfrida will plead for 


« her, 
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« her, and my mother, in conferring feli- 
© city on her ſon, muſt not forget her 
t daughter. Neither of them, my 
te dear Lady Julia,” replied Edelfrida, 
preſſing her hand, the moſt deſerving 
« ſhall not be the leaſt conſidered, and 
Lady Oſmond cannot withhold the 
« grace from you ſhe accords to me, 
« who have no claim to it except that 
« which I derive from her ſon, and he, I 
«am convinced, is not ſo dear to her as 
« you are.” —Lady Juha bluſhed, and 
replied,” << Tou are, then, informed of my 
< indiſcretion in ſuffering my heart to be 
tt involved in an attachment, ſo little 
« likely to meet with my mother's con- 
« currence, though the object of it, I may 
- © with pride deelare, to be of the firſt or- 

« der of mankind.” I am not to learn, 
ſaid Edelirida, ſmiling, that Lady Ju- 
© ha has acted in this, as in all other 
ce things, wich a feeling, a delicacy, a re- 

e ſolution which does her honour, and 
10 . Vhope, will ꝙmᷓ— 
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« ed. Too partial, friend,” replied 
Lady Julia, “you attribute to me vir- 
* tues which rather belong to yourſelf ; if 
« I have any merit, it is in having ſelect- 
« ed from amongſt men, one poſſeſſing 


ce every great and amiable quality; to 


« be the choſen of Evelyneꝰs affections, 
te reflects a luſtre on me which I could 
ec po otherwiſe derive.” —* Too modeſt, 
% Lady Julia,” returned Edelfrida, with 
an arch fweetneſs of look and voice, © why 
© ſhould you commit a theft on yourſelf 
ce to add praiſe, where much, indeed, is 


cc due, but not at your expence: Eve- 


cc lyne, I am ſure, will gratefully own, that 


© on; Lady Julia's fame and virtue he can 


« ſcarcely expect to reflect luſtre, what- 
cc ever he may derive from a connection 
<« with her.“ | 
The return of Lady Oſmond bn 
period to the converſation at that time, 
and all the party, except Lord Oſmond, 
aſſembling in Edelfrida's dreſſing room, 
ſpent the time till ſupper there in perfect 
umony and ſpirits, 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER, LXVI. 


Feprtenma now 1 recovered 
her ſtrength and vivacity; there was 

only one more conflict to undergo, and 
that was the firſt interview with Oſmond, - 
which, as ſoon as Doctor Pierſon gave 
leave, was to be got over. Meanwhile, 
Lord Oſmond ſuffered with no great de- 
gree of patience, the prohibition he was 
under to remain quiet in his room. The 
day, however, at length arrived, on which 
he was promiſed a ſight of his Edelfrida: 
ſhe was led into his apartment by Lady 
Oſmond, followed by Lady Julia and 
Miſs Dudley, Mr. Medway was already 
there; her complection underwent various 
changes, as ſhe approached him: his 
countenance, though it had loſt the glow 
of health, was in an inſtant re- animated 
| with 
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with the ſplendor of joy, and from his eyes 
darted rays of unſpeakable delight; her 
ſenſations were no leſs keen, but the ex- 
preſſion of them was tempered with the 
moſt ſenſitive delicacy. He attempted to 
riſe from the arm- chair, in which he was 
ſeated, at her entrance, but the tumultu- 
ous pleaſure which filled his whole ſoul, 


ſhook every joint, and faultered on his 


tongue when he made an effort to ſpeak ; 
finding he could not ſtand, he would have 
thrown himſelf at her feet, but ſhe haſtily 
ſtepped forward to prevent it, ſoftly ex- 
claiming, Spare theſe unneceſſary exer- 
* tions, my Lord, and let us meet as 
ce friends, who. have only to congratulate 
e each other on returning health and hap- 
© pineſs.” —* Ah, my Edelfrida!” cried 
he, in an ecſtaſy, © my generous, my for- 
giving angel, ſuffer your grateful Of- 
mond, at leaſt to pour forth theſe too, 


te too powerful effuſions of a felicity, te 
« gift of your unwearied goodneſs to him 


« his heart has not room for ſuch an. ex- 
cc ceſs 
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te ceſs of happineſs.” The tide of joy 


_ * Tuſhed too impetuouſly on Edelfrida ; ſhe 


could ill ſupport it, but trembling, pale, 
and overcome with this addreſs, ſhe 
reſted on 'the arm of Maria, her dear 
Maria, and turned ** Oſmond to 
conceal her tears. 
* Wherefore theſe tears, my love?” 
ſaid he, © has my Edelfrida a doubt re- 
tc maining of her Oſmond's unabated af- 
« fection ? his poignant regrets for having 
ce ſo cruelly: wounded her? or the never- 
<« ceaſing gratitude with which he receives 
© her gracious pardon for his offences 
ic againſt her truth and purity ?” ? 
Not the ſhadow of doubt remains,” 
rephed ſhe, < my heart does juſtice ' to 
* your diſintereſted affection; for this 
© weakneſs you muſt make ſome allow- 
* ance, there are moments when tears ex- 
<« preſs Joy: mine now flow from that 
ſource.” —* Precious drops!” exclaim- 
ed he, prefling her hand to his hips, © dear, 


& valuable torens of my Edelfrida's love, 
* cc may 
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e may I not ſo conſtrue them?” added he; 
ardently gazing on her bluſhing face; for- 
« give my preſuraption, and bleſs me with a 
ce confeſſion of your regard—of your more 
« than friendſhip.” —< Ts that neceſſary 
« now?” replied Edelfrida, half averting 
her eyes, while a deeper crimſon glowed 
on her cheeks; ſmiling, ſhe added, 
What farther teſtimony of your triumph 
ce over a ſimple heart, does your Lordſhip 
ce require? A public and irrevocable 
© one, ere long,” returned he, gayly.— 
© Theſe men,“ ſaid Lady Oſmond, © are 
4 never content till their victory is pro- 
ct claimed, and they have enſlaved us for 
life.“ My Edelfrida ſhall find it a 
« filken bondage,” replied Oſmond.— 
« You do then confeſs it a bondage,” re- 
turned ſhe—< In which we ſhall both be 
united in love and harmony,” - cried he. 
The converſation now became more ge- 

neral, and from this day, till Lord Oſ- 
mond was able to leave Ruſhworth Abbey, 


10 was ſcarcely a moment ſeparated from 
Edelfrida. 
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Edelfrida. Letters from Dudley Park 
expreſſed Sir Edward's happineſs in his 
niece's reſtoration, and opening proſpects. 
Accounts from Barnly Manor ſpoke of 
the Marchioneſs's deep contrition for her 
paſt conduct, and conveyed to Lady Oſ— 
mond a requeſt from the Marquis, which 
ſhe could not reject, for the renewal of 
harmony in every branch of her family; 
he had ſet her the example of forgiving, 
and ſhe promiſed to follow it. It was in 
- . conſequence agreed, that Oſmond and 
Edelfrida ſhould very ſoon be united at 
Dudley Park, and from thence ſet off im- 
mediately with. the whole party for Barnly 
Manor, where a general reconciliation 
ſhould take place. In the mean time, the 
neceſſary preliminaries were arranged, 
with Sir Edward Dudley's concurrence, 
who inſiſted upon conſidering Edelfrida as 
a part of his family, on this occaſion, 
though he had unhappily forgotten to re- 
gard her in that light when ſhe ſtood in 


need of 1 pan. 
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Mr; Medway had not neglected to plead 
Lady Julia's cauſe with Lady Oſmond, 
while yet they remained at Ruſhworth 
Abbey, and at length ſhe commiſioned 
her ſon to invite his friend to be preſent at 
Dudley Park when the joyful event of his 
marriage took place; this was a prelude 
only to the .happineſs ſhe now conſented 
to beſtow on her daughter and Mr, Eve- _ 
ne. | bar 
Except Lady Ruſhworth, the whole 
party began at length to move towards 
Dudley Park, where they were met by 
Mandeville, and joined by Miſs Montague 
and Mr. Evelyne. Sir Edward received 
his niece with every mark of affection, and 
condeſcended to entreat her forgiveneſs for 
former harſnneſs. Mr. Dudley ſuſtained 
the trial with a manly generoſity, and 
Edelfrida herſelf roſe ſuperior to all the 
weak neſſes of her ſex, and all the foibles of 
her nature, on this re-union with her own 
family : ever grateful for Mr. Medway's 
friendſhip, ſhe feelingly confeſſed the leſ- 

| ſons 
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ſons te had learnt from him, would ſerve 


to temper the too great vivacity of her diſ- 
poſition, and ſhe hoped influence her fu- 


ture life on all important occaſions. The 
day appointed for her marriage, impeded 
by no wayward accident, at laſt dawned, 

and a more happy pair never approached 
the altar; yet amidſt the joy and feſtivity 
of theſe auſpicious nuptials, both Oſmond 
and Edeltrida breathed a grateful and fer- 
vent prayer © Heaven, for all the bleſ- 
fings mutually poſſeſſed; nor did they fail 
to remember that their own raſhneſs had 
created many of their ſorrows. As it was 
yet too early a ſeaſon for mirth to reign at 
Dudley Park, they all ſet off next day for 
the Marquis of Armington's, where their 
reception was truly flattering, and where 
an act of oblivion was paſſed on all difa- 
greeable events; the Marchioneſs, im- 
proved by the humiliation ſhe had under- 


1 gone, was now rational, and taught by ex- 


perience the value of that happineſs ſhe was 


on * point of loſing for ever, ſhe kept 
I EN a guard 
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4 guard over her conduct in future, 
which at length rendered her häbitually 
delicate and proper in all her actions. 
The young Counteſs of Oſmond ſtill pre- 
ſerving in proſperity her native benevo- 
lence of heart; made it her firſt ſtudy in 
the poſſeſſion of affluence and happineſs, 
to reward all thoſe who had been in the 
lighteſt degree inſtrumental to her eaſe; 
comfort, and ſafety, during her adverſity ; 
her old and worthy friend Mrs. Williams, 
was amongſt the firſt, The family at Nice, 
who had received her in her affliction, were 
invited over to England, to partake of her 
felicity ; and, in ſhort, : all thoſe who had 
any claim upon her, were fully Jatisfied * 
with her liberality, her friendſhip and at- 
tention. She was no ſooner ſettled in 
ſplendor at Oſmond Caſtle, than Mrs. 
Conway and Mr. Dormer were prevailed 
on to ſpend ſome time there, along wich 
the ſon of Mrs. Villers, who was ever after 
regarded by Edelfrida with the tendereſt 
friendſhip: her meeting with theſe amiable 
vol. IV. M friends 
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riends was nat v holly without pain, fer 
Mr. Dormer would preſs on her his ac- 


knowledgements for. her goodneſs to his 
unfortunate Louiſa. Monſieur and Ma- 
dame de Villeneuf, with the talkative 
Madame Colange, were alſo drawn to Oſ- 

mond Caſtle, where Lady Julia was, ere 
long, united to Mr. Evelyne, an example 
Miſs Dudley and Mandeville ſoon follow- 
ed. Miſs) Montague and Mr. Dudley 
being frequentlythrown together, appeared 
by degrees to fall in with the wiſhes of 
their frienda, by conceiving an attachment 
for each other. Lady Welford and her 
amiable ſiſter were the only people Lord 
and Lady Oſmond refolved againſt any 
connection with; theſe two ladies having 
quarrelled, it came out that each had a 
hand in opening and ſuppreſſing letters 
addreſſed to Edelfrida, which juſtified the 
reſolution. Mr. Ainſdale received many 
tokens of Lord Oſmond's gratitude, and 
was after a time prevailed upon to witneſs 
the n which he had generouſly 
| | contributed 
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Ar all in his power, notwithſtand- 
ing his own paffionate admiratiom of Edel-. 
frida. She, after many mortifications and 
ſorrows, found herſelf amongſt the moſt 
diſtinguiſhed of mortals, happy in her 
friends, and ſupremely bleſt in the affec- 
tion of Oſmond, hoſe unremitting fond- 
neſs prevented her wiſhes. And in theſe 

moments, when ſhe felt herſelf ſubject to 
the pain and ſicknek, incident to human 
nature, her heart, in fervent, gratitude, 
humbly adored the great and wiſe Piſpeu- 
{cr of that good and evil, which are blen- 
ded in this life, for the purpoſe of fixing 
on a brighter ſcene, the hopes and expec- 
tations of all the children of mortality, 
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